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Preached at- the Phnecal FR 
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"0 Poah. where'ts thy PE ? 
Come and hear” all ye HSA fear Ged, ah 1 will: 


| declare: what he hath hana ie " ſout, P ſal: 66, 
E534: LE. 


A 


[ 


" LONDON, 


"Nw and are to be ſold at his\Shopiri i 
hana Next to ver "os a. 


"Death: allo/ New ner_ of Gods, v5 ty Wn 
with: him befor "201d < ertion ; | | 
Drawn up by his own hand, and Publiſhed, 


le Printed by T. Milbourn ;\ for- Dozman. Few- I 
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: | ; 
| My Beloved HEARERS, 
Eſpecially F: 
| Thoſe' of the Younger ſort, 


Grace and Peace. 


4 


k 


| Men, Brethren, and Fathers, 
: 


be 
* 


" 


) thMAzghys 04 _ that made your -Sonls., 
| oY 9; A ſets . 4 very high 'value upon 
104 {RR them : and Chriſt that bought 
1 URN [EE © thew, thouch they coſt His 
ASESRS Heart - blood, - thought them 
j worth his purchaſe, and that Eternal Glory 
; or Miſery that is prepared for Souls, ſpeaks 
them not to be znconfiderable. _ Upon this 

account it's impoſſible that you and 1 ſboull 
| »ſe too much diligence in the ſecuring theſs 


A yg # 4 
ix \L 


hath owned my peor Papers formerly , | 
| Amongz others, that Poor penitent MN arther er J F 
Thomas Savage :+ which makes me not! 


, breathed Life into my other: Writings, may 
"pleaſe alſo 10 'give- a bleſſing t0theſe. Twill '$ 


To the Reader. 
fouls , for this cauſe the Miniſters of Chriſt 
can eaſily over-look Priſons, baniſhment and 
faggots, ſo that they may but be inſtrumental 
for the ſaving of ſouls, and delivering them 
from the wrath to come : This I hope is 
the ground that I am carrying on in this 
enſujag Diſcourſe. This may ſpeak when 1 | 
may not, when 1 cannot. IT might give | 
many reaſons of my appearing thus in Print, | 
1 might tell the World of the deſires of mas- | 
ny, that by reaſon of the Multitude could | 
only. fee, but not. hear. +1 might ſpeak of | 
the want of time to deliver the Fourth Part | 
of what is here preſented to you. | I might 
tell you of "the importunity of ' ſome of the 


young Men that would gladly write after 


this Copy: But I muſt profeſs all this would | 
have ſiznified little with me; did I aot find | 
by that account which 'fome give” of the work | 
of grace upon their hearts, that the Lord || 


without hope, that the ſame Spirit which} 


z0t. land now to anſmer. the 0bjettions\ 


"that may be mage againſt "the Publication 


of this Sermbn, T never met with this, 
Ft oF that) 


- 5 OE" . __ #5 3, <t ot 2 SE 
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_  Fothe Reader, - be 
that / it is impoſſible. that + if ſhould be” ſub: 
ſervient tothe ' ſalvation of 4 Sonl, and 
ij | therefore. 1 think - the: coſt. : anſwerablte,. 1 
muſt confeſs, had it not been for a neceſ- 


Pr 
is | (ary Caution, or two, I (hould have eaſed:you 
is of the trouble 0, reading, and. my. ſelf of 


7 | mriting this Epiſtle. The firſt. is this Be 

vs | not offended, if you find in the Toung 
te | Man's Evidences ſome expreſſions that, may 
4- | ſound ſomewhat harſh, and ſome tautologies 5 
1d | remember that they are word for word from 
of | #45 own Papers , as he.wrote them. haſtily - 
rt | Conſider alſo that he was but: youre, and 4 
he | ſervant too; ſo that it ſeems almoſt, incre+ 


$ dible that one that had ſo much buſineſſez 
| fhould be able to redeem ſo much time as to 


2d 4 1. would it might be a: latle conſidered, 
rk 3 what a hurry I was in when this tack was 
141 la'd upon me, and hoiv little time 10. peruſe 
i wy own Copy; -.1 beg you therefore can- 
1 didly to: ower-look many, miſtakes, As for... 
; Jou, my aear Friends , 1 {uppaſe FE paradoys 
$ 7s eaſily granted, As for qgthers,' ſcorn not 
.ayA holineſs,  contemn :not the- futare bleſſed: 
ill'} neſſe, and make. ſure of happineſs in the life. 
ns) 70 come, .and then I can eaſily bear. your © 
on ſliehting of me,, Young Men, 1.may be beld 
Th with WE ” I charge You as J0u value - 
1at| 3D X17 the 


Tothe Reader; 
the comforts of another Life , forget not 
what 'an excellent Example this precious 
Brother of yours gave you. Read this en- 


ſuing Diſcourſe with ſeriouſneſs, and let 


it be read again, it your Lives, Brethren, 
you are my Foy and Cromn, and if you” 
ftand faſt, IT live, O make not my boaſt- 
ing void! How can-T bear 10 think that 
any of you fhould periſh? For God's ſake, 
and for your Souls fake, falſifie that Fro- 
werb, A Young Saint, and an Old Deyil. 

Brethren, my hearts defire 1s, that, IT may | 


fee you all with that bleſſed Saint at the | 


right band of Chriſt. Remember, your | 
ſands run apace, and zyou are haſting intg | 
Eternity. O” make ſure of that which will | 
fland you in ſome ſtead when you die! © | 
ſecure ſomewhat to live comfortably upon | 
in another World ! Let 'your lives beſpeak | 
yo Perſons reſolved for Chriſt, and Heaven | 
apon any terms. Let your Loins be always | 
girt, and your Lamps ve burning. Watth ye, | 
be ſtrong + | quit you like Men. Remember, | 
Chriſt, Heaven, and Glory are before you, | 
Sit not ſtill till you are ſafe in the boſom ® 
of Chriſt. Conſider that many ſet ont fair, *: 
and look as if they were bound for Lion, and © 
yet founder in the way, IT ſay again, make | 
ſure; Sirs, I expect ere long to paſs upon | 

| * Eternity; þ 


our £ood meeting 77 another World, That 


| Jou make. Riligion your buſindſe,. and 1a 


bour to get every Day nearer Heaven, Em-. 
dexvour not only to be Chriſtians, but ſo«; 


| lid, experienced, aud exemplary Chriſtiags : 


that ſu you may prove the. glory of your 
Generation, the credit of Religion, and the- 
Foy of «gray-headed Saints. Sirs, you are 
now my hope , your love, zeal and union; 
my comfort; go but at this rate, and you 
are made for ever. Know this, now the 
eyes of the World, will be #pon you; may, 
that which is more, the eye of God is upon 


| 70u, and will take notice how"you improve 
fuch a Providence as thiss Tbeſeech you look 


about, and let the World underſtand that, 


1 you are not nominal Chriſtians, but real 


Saints, Will any of you fend me ſorrow- 
ins inta the Grave? Shall Tloje my hopes, 
and comforts, and you your Souls * can you 
eaſily forget what was the Prattice of this 


1 Young Man? do you remember what was the 


#{ual ſubje of his diſcourſe * Did you not 
obſerve how holily, meckly and diligently he 


1 ſerved his great Maſter © Is there no werght 
y in 4 Crown of Glory ?- Ts there 20. atfire- 


ableneſs in happineſs ? Us it a ſmall thing to, 
live 1m the Society of GOD, Saiats, ang. 
| 1 'F.. _ . _ 


Tm 


©  TaihbReder © © WP 
| Eternity; Let me beg of you, as you-lape for - 


_ Tothe Reader, 

Angels? I am perfwaded you think theſe 
things conſiderable, Well then, ai# as per- 
| ſons that long for poſſeſſion; which that all 
of you may enoy, 7s, and ſhall be the Prayer 
of one that deſires not to count his Life dear, 
fo he may but finiſh his courſe with joy, and 


meet you with comfort hereafter ; 


James Janeway. 


Fuly 28, 
1669. 
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| Death Unitung, 


A Euneral. 


SERM O N. 


Rey. XIV. X11. 7 


And 1 beard a Voice from Heaven , 

; ſaying unto me, write, Bleſſed are -» 

] the dead which aye in the Lord, y- 
NY fron hence-forth ; yea, ſaith the oj 
; Spartt , that they may reſt from 
their Labours, and their works 


do follow then. 


pþ T is none of the leaſt Works + © 
T of a Miniſter of Chriſt to _ ' 
diſparage 1in, and incourage = * 
Holineſs, to ſet Life. and. 
| Death before - our People, 
and to preſent (as much as in 
| us lies) Heaven and Hall to 
their view, and to , perſwade them to a wiſeand- 
ſpeedy choice ; that when theſe Houſes of Clay 
| ſhall. 


A . 
b. 2 
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fhalt be laid in the duſt, they may be ſecured of 


an Habitation, not made with hands, that js E- 
terne] with God in the Heavens. The Apoftle 
in this Chapter doth both, in the 10. YVer/e, he 
tells us what a Draught is prepared for the in- 


placable Enemies of Chriſt : they ſhall drink off | 


the Wine of the wrath of God, which is pou- 
red out without mixture, into the Cup of his 
Indignation, and they fhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimftone, in the Preſence of the ho- 
ly Angels, ang in the Preſence of the Lamb. 
The wicked may drink, roar, and ſwagger, they 


may perſectte the Members of Chritt, becauſe | 


they date.not ſo madly venture upon the Eter- 
nal diſpleaſure of God, as they do, and ſell their 
precious Souls for a Moments joy, and make 
light of Damnation : but let them know, that 


for all theſe things, GOD will bring them to. 


Judgment 3 an Eternity of intolerable ſorrows 
muit pay for their ſhort pleaſures. . And hence 
it is the ſerious Chriſtian, that makes'it his-bu- 
ſincſs to avoid this dreadful miſery, is ſatisfied 


| that he doth not a&irrationally and madly, if 


the ſcorn-and contempt of the wicked World 
doth not frighten him; upon this account he 
patiently ſubmits to any puniſhment, - rather 
than he will hazard the loſs' of his Soul, and be 


" miſerable for ever; that word for ever, ſticks 


much in his mind, let the, wicked laugh and be 
merry, let them pleaſe themfelves,in his ſorrows; 


he knows 'tis but a little while, and all will be 


mended, and their minds'changed , he is willing 
to ſtay for his Happineſs and joyes, till he comes 
to another World; and he doth not envy the 
wicked 


: 33 


| wicked what they do enjoy, let them make the 


beſt of it as long as they can, and boaſt of their 
pleaſures, when they ſee themſelves wrapt up in 
Flames : The unſeen' World, which moſt for- 
et, iSalways in the Saints eye; and, if he ray 
but live happily there, he paſleth not if he run 


| | thorow reproaches, injuries, and a Thouſand 
{ Deaths, to that glorious and endleſs Life, Here 


is the Reaſon of the Saints Patience, this makes 
him Judge it no folly to keep the Commande- 
ments of God, and the Faith of Feſus. In the. 
13 Verſe; the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak a word of 
encouragement, not only to the ſuffering Saints 
of that Age, but for the ſupport of all that 
ſhould be. honoured with ſuch ſervice, as to ſeat 


! the truth of Chriſt with their blood. And 1 
| heard a Voice from Heaven ſaying unto me, write 5 


Bleſſed are the dead which dic in the Lord from 
hence forth ;, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may 


L reſt from their Iabours, and their works follow them. 


In the Words you may take notice of Two 
Parts : | 
\ 7,. A Propoſition. 
2. The Confirmation of that Propolition. 
- 1. The Propoſition ; in which we way obſcrve, 
1. The Predicate, blefled. - 
. 2. The Subject, thedead.. | 
3. The' reſtriftion and limitation of the Sub- 
ject, which die in the Lord. 
2, The Confirmation of this Propoſition. 
I. They reſt from their labours. 
2. Their works follow them. 
3. The Perſon affirnung this, the Spirit, which 
is further cleared, | 
; t. By 


Ut) 
1. By the manner. of this Declaration, it wag 
by a Voice from Heaven. FY 
2. By the ſpecification of the Perſon to whom 


it was ſpoken ; ſaying, unto-me. | | 
3. By the particular Note of Obſervation | 
i 


IJ 
Write. | 
The Do&trine-which I ſhall take notice of from | 
theſe words, is this. | 
Dott. That what-eyer miſeries a Saint may | 
meet with in this Life, at Death he ſhall bc hap- } 
5y ; or in the words of the Text. That they are | 
bleſſed which diein the Lord In the Proſecution | 
of _ obſervation; I ſhall, i 
. Enquire what.it is to die in the Lord. 
. I ſhall prove that ſuch are bleſted. 
; I ſhall ſhew whercin their happineſs doth 
—_—_ rp 
. I ſhallmake fome Application, 
7. I ſhall enquire what it is to-die in the Lord. 7 
1. Neg.. They which make it their buſineſs to do | 
what they can 4gatnſs God, while they live, are not | 
"Hike to be bleſſed when they aie, They which live | 
like Devils, are not like to die like Saints : Are | 
there not a Generation in' the World, who a& | 
for the Devil with all their might ; and count 
all that time loſt, which is not ſpent-in his ſer- | 
vice; which inake a jeſt: of Damning, and are *! 
as merry within a ſtep of theſe devouring Flames, | 
as if Hell and a Tavern were alike ? Do they | 
not carry themſelves, as if they could not.make } 
halt enough to miſery; and. make ſure enough of 7. 
Damnation ? How do they wound and ſtab their & 
own Souls,. and let flie againſt the Almighty : 
How contemptible a thing is Heaven, and. how 
rtdiculous 


was 


(5) | 
ridiculous 1s./the veryiname of holineſs to thera ? 
They are of the ſame mind with thoſe, which Fob 
ſpeaks of: Fob. 21. 14. They ſay unto GOD, 
depart from us; for we defire not the know- 


[ledge of thy ways. And whois the Lord, that 
{I ſhould harken to him? And if a compaſſho- 
{nate Miniſter of Chriit beſeech them with all 
7 the tenderneſs that he can for his Soul, to be- 
# think themſelves a little what theſe things may 
| end in ft laſt, and to conſider. what -a dreadful 
| thing it is to fall into the hands of a living God  . 

5 How are his perſwaſtons rejected with - con- © / 
| tempt, and his pitty recompenccd with ſcorn ? 
! And, may I not ſay of molt wicked Men, they 
{ do flie in the Faces of them that would - tel! 
{ them of their danger, and do what they can to 
deliver them from it? And yet for all this, how 
{ well are they contented with their own condi- 


. | tion, and laugh at the godly, as if it were a dan- 


$ gerons and mad thing to ſtrive to go to Hea- 
{ ven, and the trueſt happineſs to be miſerable for 
| ever! 'Q who would imagine, that any living 
5 ſhould be thus lamentably beſotted ! Tell them. 
1 of Hell, 'tis as mnch as their life is worth ;- they 


had rather hazard the feeling of it hereafter , 
than bear the hearing of- it here. - They. fear a 


| Hittle diſgrace amons Men, more than the con- 


tempt of -God: They chooſe rather to be un- 


3 der the weight of God's wrath, than the leaſt 
 F affront from.a Man. Talk to them of Glory, 
7 . Heaven, and a Kingdom, they are light and tri- 


3 - vial things: with them; they had rather hear of 
3 a Whore, a Tavern, , or Play; and yet theſe 


Monſters muſt be Sainted, and do more confi- 
Es ; dently 


» 


$871 
FF 
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(6). 


dently expeR a bleſſed Eternity after a life of 
wickedneſs, than ſome of the dear Children of 
' God do: butifſuchas theſe ever, come to Hea- } 


ven without Repentance, then the Word of 
God is falſe: Doth not that ſay, That the wick- 


cd ſha!l be turned into Hell ? ——Tribulation and | 
anguiſh upon every one thar doth evil, and there is | 
20 peace, ſaith my God, to the wick:d, The Devil | 
himſelf may as well expe& to Itake off his | 
Chains, and be reſtored to his loſt Glory, as | 
they. O be not deceived, as you Sow, fo you | 
muitReap; Do not hope that you may do the | 
Devils work, as long as you can, and that they | 
God ſhould reward you with Salvation : no ſuch | 
matter : You may more rationally expect, that | 
God ſho::1d for your fake pull the Sun out of | 
the Firmament, than that he ſhould remove ho- | 
Hell in its | 
If wicked Men will pleaſe themſelves | 
with their own Delufions, and Jook for Glory | 
{till, they muſt thank themſelves, when they ſee | 
how infinitely they are diſappointed ; but I leave } 
theſe as deſpairing to convince them of their folly, | 
till Judgment and Flames make them to under- ! 


lineſs out of Heaven, and bring 
place. 


ftand it. 


2. All that live upon the goodneſs of Go? here, | 
| are not like to be bleſſed 'after Death, There is a | 
vaſt difference between common and ſpecial # 
mercies: Many partake richly of God's com- } 
mon bounty, that have not the leaſt intereſt in 
his love ; God gives this World often-times to 
his greateſt Enemies, he gives Glory in another * 
World, to'none but his Friends and Children : 1 
Nay, let me ſpeak it freely (I am ſure I have } 
or SR Chriſt 4 


o 


+: a 
Chriſt and Scripture to warrant what I fay) 
That they which gain this World with their 
neglect of Heaven, ſhall at their Death loſe 


both : Many receive temporol mercies, that ſhall 


never enjoy Eternal - Feb 21.9. Zikz. 16. 25. 
O how greatly are they miſtaken, who think 
that Earl, Lord, Knight, &c. are words of any 
ſignificancy after Leath ; that hope that their 
honours here will procure them any real refpe:t 
hereafter ; that reckon Gold and Silver will £0 
currant in that Country! Many that wonld be 
counted Perſons of fome depth and wiſdom, 
make a World of ſtir about trifles, that drive a 
great Trade for that which is next to nothing, 
and that lay in no better Proviſions, than Gra - 
vel, Clay,.or Dung, when they are bound for E- 
ternity ; and yet how do they bleſs themſelves, 
and ſay, Iam rich, and increaſed in Goods, and 
have need of nothing : Soul take thine eaſe, eat; 
drink, and be merry! They think tney make a 
very wiſe bargain, when they fell their Conſci- 
ence, God, and Heaven, for a little of that, 
which ſome call Riches; not conſidering that 
a few Hours experience may make tnem know, 
though it may be, not cure this mitake. © that 
[ could but brins my Hearers out of this Delu- 
ſion! O that their apprehenſions were but re- 
ctified, and that they might know the real worth 
of things and Perſons! O that I could but 
bring down the price of fub:unary things, and 
raiſe the things of that other World to. their 
true worth ! Conſider that. that holineſs ,. as 
aneanly as you think of it, is the moſt excellent 
Fhing: that that js the greateſt Riches , and 


Man's 


(83) .. 
Man's higheſt dignity : God knows no diffe- 
rence between a Lord and a B=9gar, a' Prince 
and a Subject; He is no reſpecter of Perſons. 
If there be any difference, it lies here, that God 
hath more wrath in ſtore for them that had 
greater engagements, and better advantages to 
ſerve him than- others had. 1 pitty the poor 
Lords of the World ! and I am confident, he 
that knows the worth of Chriſt, and the nature 
of his own Soul, can't much envy them ; they 
{well like Bladders npon Water tor a Moment, 
and God blowes, and where are *ticv 2? Now 
indeed they reckon themſelves very ſccure, and 
their Houſes arc free from fear, n-1iher- 15 the 
Rod of Cod upon them, they take the Timbrel 
and Harp, and. rejoyce at the ſound of the Or- 
gan.- Fob. 27, They think them Fools that can 
ſpare their Riches, and want their greatneſs, ſo 
they may but have an eſtate in invilibles, and ſe- 
cure an Inneritance that will laſt for ever; 
Theſe are the Men that have ſeriouſneſs ; and 
holineſs, which is the beauty of Earth and Hea- 
ven too, 1s undervalued by them. And how can 
they expect ſanctity ſhould be delightful to 
them hereafter, when it is abhorred now ? how 
can they look for Heaven when they dye, when 
they thought it not worth their minding while 

they lived ? No, no, verily, they have thetr re- 
ward, they have now their good things, - and 
much good may they do them. Olet me rather 
gain Chriſt at Deat', though I loſe all beſi rs, 
than poſſeſs Ten Worlds here, and after all loſe. 
my Soul. Could the mighty ones of the World,, 


andy out one Hours diſcourſe with one of they 
be | Brethren 


| 7 bb 

Brethren in Hell, I believe. their Judgments 
| would be hugely altered, and they would' ſoon 
tell them that Riches and Honours, and what-: 
ſoever elſe moſt Men do purſue, let it be what 
it will below ' Chriſt, will yield them but little 
happineſs and comfert in another World. Rich- 
es prfit not.in the Day of Wrath : Do but: rea | 
Luk, 16.-19, 25. I am thelarger, that if poſ- 
| fible, I might prevent miſtakes; in matters of 
Eternal conſequence, 


Thirdly, There are Thouſands that ſeen to 
have a far better title to this bleſſedneſs, that ww:ll 
fall ſhort of it : and they are Profeſſors, that call 
themſelves by the Name of the Lord, Not all 
that are called, yea, and eſteemed Chritians; 
are like to have any great benefit by Death. To 
be Chriſtned, & to be Chriſtians, are two things : 
not every. one that weareth Chtiſt's Livery ''all 
have his Wages. O how many Millions are there 
that have no better ſhelter, than a meer Name 
to themſelves, from the wrath of God! Is it 
not more than poſſible to -hear,- read, pray, and 
to be eſteemed a Saint, and yet to miſcarry ever- 
laſtingly ? How-tnany ſeeming Saints ſhall gaj1 
nothing at Death, but a thorow knowledge of 
their own folly? And if to know what God's 
anger is, ' be advantage, 'when there is no &-1 
ſcaping ofit; and if to have their hearts woun- 
ded, when-there is no Cure tobe had, be any 
profit; and if to be quite+- freed of Conſcience- 
C fearching Miniſters be- a happineſs, when they 
are out of the reach of their help or pitty ; then 
ſaxch may be'eteemed' bleſſed : bat; if all this 
wilt but make the Flame hotter;-then F leave any 

| | B ſerious 
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ſerious Perſon. to judg, - whether it: doth not 
concern Men and Women to look after better 
ſecurity, than .this amounts to, Did you ever 
well ftudy, Mat. 7. 21 ? I hope you will believe 
Chriſt, though you will not me; read that Scri- | 
pture, and what ſaith Chriſt ? O conſider ſeri- 
_ ouſly; that to be an Heir of Glory is n@ſuch 
light matter, as moſt judg it to be. To be born 
to a Crown, and a Kingdom, and to have a | 
good title to it, is a dignity indeed ; buta Mad- | 
man in Chains and Rags, may ay he is a King, 
or a Lord, O pleaſe not your ſelves with fan- 
ſies. Sickneſs and Death is coming, and then | 
you will know better; whether I had not ſome 
reaſon to be carneſt with.you in this matter. -I 
am moſt afraid of the confident Phariſee, that 
truſts jn his poor ſorry Prayers and his. own 
righteouſneſs; O that I could but ſhake him | 
| and his hopes, before Death and Judgment doth 
it, O thatI could but perſwade him to main- 
tain a jealouſie over himſelf, and to ſearch and 
try his heart, and to bring himſelf to the touch- 
ſtone, and not to be ſatisfied, till he findes that | 
he hath got more than ever. any Hypocrite yet| 
had, or can have. The beſt of God's Children | 
are moſt ſuſpicions of themſelves, and afraid of j 
their own deceitful hearts. Do bot ſee how 
David carrieth it, in Pſal. 139,, - What is his 
great requeſt, that he muſt have granted, or he 
can't be ſatisfied ; Is it not that God would de- 
liver him from miſtakes in matters of everlaſ{t- 
ing conſequence? ſo Pſal. 119.80. Pardon this 
tediouſneſs' upon theſe things, if moſt of tne 
Profeſſors of the World did not ſplit __ 

theſe 
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carriage upon a Death-bed, what their {tate is 


did but make: their re& more ſweet, and wel- 


truth of it is, ithath not a little puzted ſome, as 
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theſe Rocks, I ſhould paſs theſe things oyer with __ - ** 
ſilence. ,. : © FE | 
. Fourthly, All that die quietly, are not happy 
after Death, It's no unuſual thing for the wick- 
ed to carry their falſe peace with them to the 
Grave. I have heard indeed many poor Peo- 
plEboaſting of their deceaſed Friends, and plea- 
ſing themſelves, to think how happy they were, 
Becauſe they dyed Iike Lambs, (to uſe their owr 
expreſſion. ) Alas, alas, how many thouſands are 
there that die like Lambs, that are but Swine, 
and have the. Devil's Brand upon their Fore- 
heads! It's a dangerous argning from Peoples 


in another World; ſuch is the hardneſs of 
Mens hearts, ſo, dreadful the ſearedneſs of their 
Conſciences, and fo great the ſubtilty of Satan, 
that many are carried very quietly to Hell, and 
fear nothing till they feel ; and are not brought 
to their ſences, till unſpeakable horror and an- 
guiſh doth it: And on the other ſide, how ma- 
ny of the precious Sons of Zzox have ſetin a 
Cloud? How many of the dear Childrcn of 
God may go out of the World through.a pain- 
ful Death? Are not their Intelle&uals ſome- 
times impared, their reaſon Clouded, and their 
Bodies upon the Rack? And yet in a Moment” |, 
they feel themſelves fwallowed up of that glory, 
and the doleful antecedents of their happineſs 


come, and putM- accent upon their bliſs. - The 


well as to David, conſtrue God's diſpenſations, 
to ſee the wicked Jie quietly, P/al. 73. 4; and 
| B2 the. 
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the godly to have a ſtrange Death ; but God will 
ſhortly reſolve this Riddle: and I think it were 
no very difficult thing for a ſerious underſtand- 
ing Man, to give: himſelf conſiderable ſatis- 
faction in this buſineſs. May not the wicked die 
quietly ; becauſe his Conſcience is quite ſeared, 
and he may perſwade himſelf that he hath made 
an agreement with Death and Hell ? may he not 
hope that there is no ſuch place as Hell; or if 
there js that it is tolerable ? may he not make 


| himſelf believe, that the Word of God is not 


true, and inviſibles are all but fanfies ? or that 
God is ſo merciful, 3s that he will not damn 
him? and many ſuch things the Devil helps his 
Servants with, that ſo his ſervice may. not be 
diſparaged, and that he may have the better ad- 
vantage to tempt others. There is much alfo 
in the nature of the Diſcaſe; and it may be God 
may try his own Children with acute pains, and 
let Satan buffet them, to manifeſt the excellen- 
cy 'f his Power, and their Grace ; to try others 
of his Children, whether for all this they will 
ſerve him; and ſome Perſons of admirable at-- 
tainments and great experiences while in health, 


may have ſome conſiderable Trials upon a death- 


bed, that poor Chriſtians (which were ready to 
fear, becauſe they had -not their injoyments, that 
therefore they | had' nothing at all) might 'ſee 


, that great Saints have their Trials, as well as 


they ; but I ſhall be far breifer in other things. 

I come now to ſhew you whto they are, that 
arc blefled at their Death, and*to give them a 
brief Deſcription of thoſe which die in the Lord. 


Firſt, 


4 > 


Firſt, They are ſuch, who are made thorowly to 
underſtand, that they were ſometimes quite dead in 
ſus and treſpaſſes, that they were Altens from. the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the Co- 
venant of Grace.” ; | 

Secondly, They are Perſons which are convinced 
of that miſery of ſuch a jiate, and made to know, 
that if they dye 1n their ſins, they muſt be buried 
in Flames. | | 
Thirdly, Upor this they are out of love with 
their moſt beloved ſims, and account that which was 
their life, joy, and pleaſure, to be a very Death, 
miſery and Hell ; whereupon theyjſet themſelves 
in good carneſt againſt ſin, as the greateſt evil 
in the World : they believe now, That #f they 
live after the Fleſh they ſhall dye, but if through 
the Spirit they mortifie the deeds of the Fleſh, they 
ſhall live, Upon this account, they uſe all the 
, means that they can to get their corruptions 
weakned, an inward Principle of Divine Life : 
Now he begins to act them, which is as contra- 
ry to'Sin, as Heaven to Hell, a Spirit of inge- 
nuity reftrains them, How ſball they do this, and 
ſin againſt God? They now ſee fin in its colours, 
as it is contrary to the beſt good, God; they | 
can ſee its SORng and damning Natnre, in the 
Agonies and Sufferings of Chriſt, and they fect 
the doleful effe&ts of ſin in their Soul and Body 
both ; and upon this account they can ſay, what 
have to do with Vanity any more ? Shall 7 {ill 
hug this Serpent ? Shall 7 {till Sail with this 7c- 
nah in my Veſſel ? and ſhall 7 after all this keep 
this Dalilah in my Boſom ? No, but © that / 
could hate it Ten Thouſand times mare than 7 
fp | B 2 do, 
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Go. There is an enmity raiſed in the Soul againſt 
ſin, which can't be ſatisfed, till it ſee the Death 


of Sin ; now this is a Perſon that is fit for death, 
and Death, it will ( as you ſhall hear afterwards) 
do him a World of kindneſs in ſhewing him the 


Heads of all his Enemies. 


4.. An other quality of this Perſon, which is like 
to mak: ſuch a bleſſed end, 1s this; hes one that is 
dead to the world, Faith hath diſcovered a bet- 
ter Country to him, it hath ſpyed that new 7eru- 


ſalem, and thoſe bleſſed Regions : And now the 


Soul thinks the World ſcarce worthy of a ſeri- 
ous thought, or look ; he takes himſelf to be a 
kind of Priſoner here, and the whole World but 
a Dungeon, if compared with that ſtate of li- 
berty and glory; he now joyns with David, and 


ſays, Whom have Tin Heaven but thee, and there , 


75 none upor Earth that Tean deſire beſide thee. 
That is the Man that is like to be a gainer by 
Death; He who contemns Earth, and makes 
g—_ his choice, ſhall never find himſelf a 
oſer. | 

' 5. Another property of the Man which ſhall be 
bleſſed at Death, rs this, he is one that takes Chriſt 
for life and happineſs. Time was indeed, he was 
of another mind, fin was his delight, and none 
ſo deſpicable in his Eye, as Chriſt; but God, in 
free and rich grace, hath taken away the Scales 
from his Eyes, and healed him of his miſerable 
blindneſs, and let him ſee fuch a lovelineſs in 
the Lord Chriſt, as that now he is able to ſay, 
none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt ; He is altoge- 
ther lcvely, He is now quite out of love with 
hiraſclf, neither his Righteouſneſs, nor any thing 
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(15) 
is lovely now, but Chriſt; and will not that Soul 
be blefſed, when ir comes to have its deſires 
accompliſhed ? he that counts nothing worth 
the having except Chriſt, and for Chriſt, can't 
be miſerable, when he is lodged ſafe in his im- 


| braces, 


6.. He that makes it his buſineſs to live to 


| Chriſt, to him to dye ſhall be gain. God is oft- 
en-times better, but never worſe than his word, 


And hath he not-made many promiſes to them 


that diligently ſeek him? Hath he not ſaid that 


their labours ſhall not be in vain in the Lord ? 
The Chriſtian is running, and he ſhall at laft 
obtain the Prize, the Crown he fights for, he 
ſhall have; fear not Chriſtian, quit thy ſelf 
bravely, win it and wear it ; what though it be 
wrapped vp in Cypreſs ? its beauty ſhall not be 
Vailed long. What though Death with his cold 
and dirty hand ſet 'it upon thy head ? it will fit 
as neat, and as faſt, as an Almighty hand can 
make it. What though the . Veſſel be toſt and 
broke? it ſhall come ſafe with its rich lading to 
the deſired Harbour. Condemn not, O you 
fooliſh Worldlings theſe ſpiritual Merchants, till 
you know what their returns are, when their 
burden is deliver'd ; but imitate them, till you 
can finde a more glorious Prize, than Heavens, 
a better happineſs than God can give, and a 
Kingdom that will laft' longer, than Eternity : 
Pal. 63. 8; Pſal. go. 14. £ 

7, They which are willins (if called to it) to 
do or ſuffer any thing for Chriſt,: ſhall inherit this 
bleſedneſs. He that is willing to dye ifor Chriit, 
ſhall live as long as Chriit lives, inthappineſs 
Th B 4 and 
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no great matter of bonds, ſcorns at threatnings , 
and triumpheth in danger ; - the finiſhing. his 
courſe with joy makes all go down ſweetly , 
Aits 20, 24. The Primitive Chriſtians were no 
Stoicks, and yet with what patience, gratitude , 
and joy, did they ſuffer, what. the malice, .and 
wit:of Men and Devils could inflict ? and now 
they enjoy the fruit of their labours, the Salva- 
tion of their Souls; and that is not all, but they 
receive their Palms, Robes and Crowns , yea 
raore peculiar badges of God's Champions ; 
Zoe thus ſhall it be done to the: Perſons, whom the 
Lord delighteth to honour) This 'tis to be impri- 
ſoned,. baniſhed, or dye for Chriſt, Rezjoyce 
ye ſuffering - Saints, -and be exceeding glad, for 
great-1s' your reward in Heaven.!. to you it is 
given; not only to' believe, but alſo to ſuffer; 
this' Fire is but to-purifie, and to make you Veſ: 
ſel more- fit for your Maſters: uſe ; this dirt caſt 
upoh you, is but to ſcowre and 'make you more 
clean; this knocking, rubbing, and hewing, - is 
but to furbiſh.and poliſh you, that you may be 
more ſtately ' Pillars in the : Temple. of .your 
God, Fear not Men, nor Devils : - the greateſt 
hurt that they do you, is to fill your Sails, and 
to bring you more ſpeedily to your Port; © 

8. They which long for the coming of Chriſt , 
end their being with: him , that can ſay, 1 have 
wazted for thy ſalvation 5; O, God, now let thy ſer- 
vant aepart in.peace - In a:word, that can bear 
their abſence: from Chriſt; . only.. upon thoſe 
terms, thiatithey may bring honour to him-in 


this life , and perſwade Souls to:bt 10 love with 


ay, 
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him, and may be inſtrumental for the ſetting up 
his Kingdom , ſhaking the Kingdom of Satan , 
and weakning the intereſt of Hell. in the world. 
Theſe, O theſe are your brave Souls, that are 
out of Gun-ſhot: Death can never ſurprize 
them, they ſtand always with their Loines girt , 
and their Lamps burning. And if the Bride- 
Sroom ſhould make the Mountains. to quake 
with the ratling of his Chariots, and the Hills 
to: tremble at the preſence of his Majeſty, and 
the Heavens themſelves to ſhrivel into nothing 
by the glory of his coming , yet they, ( O blef- 
ſed Soul !) and they only would break forth 
into a Song of Triumph, and Eternal Hallelu- 
jahs; Who would not be a' Saint ? ſure. none , 
but a mad-man, or a fool: Do the Worldun- 
derſtand what theſe things mean ! Do they in- 
deed believe how nmch the higheſt of them all 
are below the meaneſt, and loweſt Child of 
God ? Thus I have ſhown:you who. are the ſub- 
jects of this bleſſedneſs. I know I forget time, 
but it goes well, may you and I pet but this 
bleſſedneſs ſecured, and ſpend a happy .Eter- 
nity. 

- The Second thing 'that I propoſed to ſpeak 
to, was to prove, that ſuch as theſe are (in ſpight 
of Hell) ſhall be blefſed ; and becauſe in the 
foregoing' Diſcourſe, this hath been touched 
upon, I ſhall but very briefly run over theſe 


things. 


- Firſt, God ſaith , they ſhall be bleſſed, and 


therefore they ſhall ; when the great Perſecutors 
have been hunting for their Prey, and hope to 
roaſt what they have got, and feed Hy | 
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(18) 
with the hopes of the content and pleaſure, 
that they ſhall enjoy ; nay, when they ſhall beg 
with tears for the bleſſing, they ſhall be fruſtra- 
ted, denyed, curſed, and hear that: heart-rend- 
ing reply, they have gotten the blefling before 
you came, 'tis now too late, yea, and they ſhall 


be bleſſed. Might 7 not heap up a world of 


promiſes, theAeait of which clears a Saints title 


to this bleſſed inheritance? Time would fail 


me, If 7 ſhould but read one in Forty ; what is 
the meaning of that, E/.57.2.Phil.1.21. 2 Cor. 
$. i, Fob, 3, 17. | 

2. They feel ſomewhat of this happineſs in this 
Wortd, therefore they ſhall have it compleated mm 
errother, How oft do the Soints feel their Souls 
tranſported with the ſenſe of divine pleaſures ? 
How many earneſts do they receive of the pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſions? How many warm rereſh- 
ing Raies of Divine Love break in upon their 
Soul, ſo that they would not exchange one 
Hours comfort for all the joys that ever the 
wicked enjoyed, could they all be united in one, 
and their duration be Eternal? Have 7not with 
much comfort ſeen ſome. of thoſe triuraphing 
Saints rejoycing, when'others would have mour- 
ned ? ' Have 7 not heard them talk of their ſweet 
experiences, the very mention of which, is more 
reviving to a ſpiritual hearer, than the higheſt 
pleaſures that the ſenſualiſt-is capable of Some- 
times in Prayer, their Souls even get into the bo» 
ſom of God, and the great God and Man have 
a bleſſed intercourſe, the Soul lets out it ſelf--ta 
God, and God lets out his Love to the Soul. 
Sometimes in a meditation the Heart 1s glow- 
| ng, 
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A 19) 
ing and the Fire burns, and ere it 1s aware, it is 
lifted above the World, yea, and above it ſelf 
too. What elſe is this, but the: clear demon- 
ſtration of the reality of inviſfibles? Can meer 


Ifancies thus traſport Men ? Muſt they -not be- 
Flicve their own experiences ? Can that joy, which 
Jis the reſult of faith and love, and comes in 


from the promiſes; and that in a way of duty, 
and cloſe walking with God, Can that be a delu- 
fion ? Will the Spixit'ef truth witneſs to a lie ? 
Will goodneſs it ſelf pat'a cheat upon poor Crea- 
tures, and that in a matter of ſuch vaſt. conſe- 
quence, as Eternity? Can we conceive that 


T he which commands us not to deceive our 


Neighbour, ſhould deceive us !. Shall any that 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, entertain ſuch blaſphe- 
movs apprehenſions of the bleſſed Fehovah ? 
Well then, if it be ſo, that Children of God love 


J folid and unexpreſfible joys many times even 


on this fide glory : Doth not this then prove, 


{ that hereafter they ſhall be happy, and that be - 


yond the apprehenſions of Men, and Tongues of 
Angels? the Saint in his greatelt dimenſions, ful- 
leſt enjoyments, and talleſt ſtature on this fide 
the Grave,is but a Child, a Dwarf, a V Vorm, in 


S compariſon of what he will be the next moment 


after his diſſolution : For the proof of this, you 
may readover theſe, and other Scriptures, £ſal. 
16. 11. Pſal. 4.2.5. Luk, 16. 22, 2 Cor, 4.7, Kev, 
FR A, ; 

$: "ay T not bring in the wicked themſelves, 
as witneſſes of the Saints happineſs, and their own 
miſery, the Saints wiſdom, and their folly ? what 
elſe is the meaning of Balanm's VVith ? V Vhy 


(20) 
ſhould he: be fo deſirous to dye the death of the 
Saint, and to have his latter end like his, if he 
were not thorowly convinced of this, that ho- 
lineſs were no madneſs, piety no fancy, and rc- 
ligion no deluſion ? What is it that makes thoſe 
in Mat. 26. 8. to cry out ſo importunately ; 
Give us of your Oyl, for our Lamps are gone 
out. I am perſwaded, that all the Reprobates | 
in Hell, will one Day juſtifie the Children of 
God for their ſeriouſneſs; and wiſh a thouſand 
times, that they had had their ſcorns, loſſes, tor- 
ments : It is no_ unuſual thing for them, which 
have to do with dying Perſons, to hear them 
crying out with anguiſh, when their time is 
ſpent, and their ſands are run out, O you are 
happy, O that I were but in the condition of 
the pooreſt, and miſerableft Saint upon Earth. 
O that I had but prayed with fervency, heard | 
with ſeriouſneſs, and minded my Soul in good 
earneſt} Happy are they that have not all their 
work to do ina dying Hour! O happy are they 
that have ſome Corgial to comfort them in a 
time of ſuch diſtreſs! O, a Chrilt, a Chrilt, ten 
thouſand VVorlds now for that Chriit, which 7 
deſpiſed ! Theſe are things we are acquainted 
with. V Vell then, our Enemies themſelves being 
Judges, an 1ſrael:t indeed is a Perſon of true 
worth, and without controverſie his eſtate is 
and ſhall be comfortable, bleſſed and glorious. 
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4. How great are the abſuradities, that elſe 
would follow 2 V Vould not the Devil boaſt that 
he harh done more for his followers, than Chriſt 
bath done for his? YYould it not follow that 
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Eaintsare the moſt miſerable fools in the world 2 


hen it would be to no purpoſe to deny ones 
elf, to fight with Beaſts at Epheſus, to bear the 
ontradiction of finners : then Chriſt dyed for 
othing, or hath done his work by the halves ; 
hen there is no credit-to be given- to! the Bible, 
od is worſe than his word,: and the Scripture- 


promiſes are falſe; then Paul's confidence was 


madneſs, and his boaſting made void ; then all 
preaching 1s a cheat, and the Miniſters of Chriſt 
are Impoſtors, andthe wicked are in the right : 
then David would have better reaſon to ſay, he 
hath cleanſed his hands in vain, and that his fre- 
quent devotions were to n9 purpoſe, and his 
Songs at Mid-night but the dotages of an ex- 
travagant fanſie, and Hours which were ſpent 


| in Prayer and Meditation were purely loft. 
| What faiſt thou to this, O Chriſtian ? would 


not this be ſad news indeed, if alt thy hopes 
ſhould come to this ? But be of good cheer, 


| this is the doctrine which the Devil and his Mi- 


niſters do preach ; as long as God is true, you 
ſhall not be deceived, as long as he is happy you 
ſhall not be miſerable, and til] Hell hath got a- 
bove Heaven, you are well enough. Go on 
therefore reſolutely, and let nothing daunt thee, 
'tis but yet a little a while, and you ſhall ſee alj 


{ this, and more than this a thouſand times made 


| good to thee, Fear not, 'tis God who hath 


there, 


ſpoken it, and he commmaded his Servant Fohz 
to write, and leave it upon Record. That they 
which dye in the Lord are bleſſed, and they ſhall 
reſt frem their Labours, and thetr Works do fellow 


2. The 
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 Plummet can't fathom, an Ocean that hath no | 


_ (22) 
3. The next thing which I promiſed to ſpeal ſ 
to, was, to ſhew wherein the bleſſedneſs of de f 
parted Saints doth conſiſt ? But what work anfl | 
I now about ? Who is ſufficient for theſe things ! 
What Tongue can utter the leaſt part of thatY ' 
Glory? What Heart can imagine its tranſcen.}{ ' 
dent excellency ? And what Ears can bear it M1 * 
Should ſuch a one as Moſes, Enoch, or Elia 
come ſparkling in his Robes, in the habit of al 
glorified Saint, and ſhould he but tell you what 
a fight he hath ſeen, what melody he hears, 
what imployment he is engaged in, what poſ- 
ſeſſions he enjoys. Where would he endure it ? 
I am perſwaded, if in this mortal ſtate, God| 
ſhould let in the Soul the hundreth thouſandth 
part of that Glory, which Saints enjoy in Hea- 
ven, it would in a moment finck a Man,and make} 
ſuch Bodies as ours now are, wither to duſt. I! 
have ſeen a great many fine things in my time, 
I have heard of more, but I can ealily imagine} 
more than ever all the Princes of the Earth, inf 
their greateſt ſplendour enjoyed ; and yet here} 
I am at loſs, and no wonder For it is beyond} 
the' reach of Saints and Angels in Heaven fully} 
to conceive what their own happineſs is, and | þ 
believe it is no ſmall part of their joy, that they 1 
ſerve a Maſter, who loveth to out-do, not only |: 
deſerts and expectations, but even the imagina- | 
tions of his Creatures. How then can ſuch a |} 
poor Worm as I am, mannage ſuch a work as | 
this is? becauſe I can't ſay all, muſt I ſay no. Þ 
thing, and paſs this over with ſilence and admi- þ 
ration ? becauſe this is a great deep, which our. þ 


ithoar, 
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ſhoar, ſhall we therefore never failin it? God 
forbid, Q may it be my work in time, and to 


Eternity to praiſe that infinite, boundleſs excel- 
lency that is in my God. Though theſe are 
matters, Which one would think ſhould com- 
mand attention and affection both, yet if we 
conſult the lives of all, yea the higheſt experi- 
ences of the belt, notwithſtanding theſe things 
are ſo frequently inculcated, and ſo paſſionately 
recommended to our conſideration, yet where 
is the Man or Woman to be found, that lies 
under the lively impreſſions_ of theſe. things : 
And therefore I ſhall think it not impertinent, 
It I dwell upon that an Hour, which will be the 
ſubject of your Meditation, and Foundation of 
your comfort, if ever you -underſtand what 
Chriſtianity in the life of it means. This only 
by the by, a little to quicken your attention. L 
come now to my buſineſs, to ſhew you wherein 
the Saints happineſs after death conliits, 

7. It conſiſts in a full everlaſting freedom from 
evil, or any imperfection. - 

2. It conſiſts in a compleat,perfe&t,and Eternal 
enjoyment of all the good that our natures are ca- 
pable of. _ 

Firſt, I: conſiſts in a full and everlaſting free- 
dom from evil, or any imperfettions. And here 
ſhall inſiſt upon ſome: of thoſe evils and 1mper- 
fetions, which a Child of God ſhall be freed 
from, as ſoon as ever Death bath let the Soul 
out of the Body. | 

Firſt, The Saint is free from all ſm, The 
Bolts ſhall be knockt off, the Priſon walls broke 
down, and the poor Captive ſct at —_— hy 
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bleſſed Jubilee ! How glad would Paul have 


been, if when he cryed out in ſuch an Agony : | 
O wretched Man, who ſhall deliver me ? If he 


had heard a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, th 
Sroans have pierced the Clouds, thy Prayer hath 

reached the Heavens, thy Petitions ſhall be 

granted immediately, would not this have been 
Srateful news? When before a few days be at 

an end, this ſhall be the condition of every one 

of God's People. Now indeed if you liſten to 

their Cloſets,you ſhould hear how doefully they 

bemoan their condition ; if you follow them in- 

to their Familes, What is it that they would 

moſt deſire of God * is it not freedom from ſin ? 

What complaints do they make of themſelves, 

that there ſhould be ſo great an unfuitableneſs in 
them to God, that their hearts are unſeniible of 
the worth of divine things, that they ſhould have 
ſo little love to the Lord Chriſt, and be fo little 
taken with the kindneſs of the Redeemer ; how 
weak and faint, how cold and dull in duty ? how 
ready to betray their Lord, how cowardly in- the 
cauſe of God { But Death will for ever filence 
theſe complaints, death tears off Foſhua's rags 
and preſents him before the Lord without ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; fin indeed ac- 
companteth the ungodly.-into another world, he 
reſts from his pleaſures, and -his wicked works 
follow him : but it is far otherwiſe with the god- 
ly, Sin was kis burden, and Death ſhall unload 
him ; fin ſhall be confined to Hell, Heaven enter- 
tains no ſuch deformity : This Tyrant ſhall no 
more inſlave any of Chriſts ſubjze&ts. This houſe 
of Sal, and the houſe gf David ſhall no longer 
A con- 
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contend. that:bloody confli& between the fleſh 


8 and ſpirir ſhall then be derermined by a final. yi» 


ory, then the Soul will fay,. farewell. my hard 
bearc, farewel unbelief, farewel ingratitude; then 
thou ſhalt never entertain an unkind rhougbr 
of God more; the lame and the blind, and tte 
Febuſites ſhall bz ſmitren when King David comes 
ro make his Palace in Zr, thy fins mult dye 
when the Lord cometh to rake the full poſſellion 


| of this Fort Royal, Confetlion of.ſfin ſhall ſhort- 


ly be needleſs 3 no darkneſs ſhall cloud the un» 
derſtanding, no perverſneſs the. will, no diſor- 
derlineſs in the aff;Ctions, no treachery in the. 
memory ; the Eyes ſhall be better employed than 
in beholding of Vanity, the Ears (hall not be 
locked apaibit rruth, the Hands far from vio- 


Z lence, the Tongues from' deceir, and the Feet 


from walking in ways of wickedneſs, And ſeems 
this alight matter to you who have. gone. bowed 
all your days under the preffure of fin ? 1s it no- 
thing to you to have all your iniquities done a- 
way as a Cloud, and your tranſgreſſions as a 
thick Cloud ! Thus fee what a kindneſs that for- 
midable enemy doth to all che ſubje&s of Chriſts 
Kingdom; what prayers, tears, and groans did 
oSraduaily, it doth at one blow, Thus the op- 
prefled 1s delivered, the mourner made to re- 
j9yce, and the great make-bate bexgween God 
and the Soul, for ever diſcarded and turned 


| out of Doors, -Eph.X. 27. Eſ. 44. 22. 


2. When a Chriſtian dyeth, he ſhall be freed 


from all the temptations of Satan, Death fers 


ihe Soul out of the Devils reach; this Angel 
bath nothing to do in Heaves, this Serpent ſhall 
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not come into the higher Paradiſe, nor Satan} 
creep into this Ede: Now indeed he goes up} 
and down like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom kef 


may devour, now he ſets his Ginnes every- 


where to catch the unwary Chriſtians ; he uſerh} 


his tratagems to ſurprize them, bur on 
adverſary 'thall be trod under Foot, his Fiy 


Darts ſhall be quenched, and his deſigns broken. | 


O happy Day, When will it come ? when the 
Devil ſhall be as unlikely to tempt, as our hearts 
to cloſe ; when we are got once ſafe to reſt, the 
Devil ſhall as eatily ſhake God*s Throne, as our 
happineſs. Death turns the Key, Bolts and Bats 


this Enemyour, then, O then ! thou ſhalt ſee this | 
Pharoah eaſt dead on the ſhore, and for ever dilſ- | 
abled from making any reliſtance againſt thee, | 
or in the leaſt diſturbing thy peace, Rev. 20. 10, | 

3. The bleſſedneſs of the People of God conſiſt - | 


eth in.their being freed from the frownes and 


flatteries of the World, In life-time rhowart fain | 


to fight thy way to peace, to» diſpute every ſtep 


thou goeſt, and canſt never have a quier Hour | 
while thou haſt ſuch ill neighbours : There is an | 
old quarrel between the ſeed ofthe Woman and | 
the Serpent, and the enmity is radicated, and the 
teud can be cooPd with nothing but Death. Chri- | 
ſttan, expeRt not as long as any of that Cainiſþ | 
Generation breath, thar thou ſhould*ſ be long | 
ſecure ; I5 the world you ſhall have tribulation; | 
but be of good cheer, Chriſt hath overcome the | 
World. oh. 19. 33. What though they ſpeak | 


great words, Priſon, Halrer, Faggot. ? Thou ſhalt 


cre long ride in tate to glory, and then ler them | 
do their worſt ; When thou art in Hegven, they | 
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may curſe and increaſe their own miſery, but 


| they ſhall nor in the leaſt diminiſh thy/rranquillity, 


And for their flatteries, they ſhall fignifie no- 
thing, the beauty of this inferiour World will 
be darkned by the brightneſs of that light which 
Death leads thee into; its excellencies will be 
quite eclipſed; its allurements will loſe their po- 


| wer. Whocan chooſe but contemn the Ezrih, 


that knows what Heaven meaneth ? O how low 
an eſteem have the moſt»-experienced men here of 


| the World ! Honours and riches are counted 


very inconſiderablethings to them which ander- 
ltand the difference between finite and infinice, 


| the difproportion between Time and Eternity 5 
| Death bloweth ihe duſt our of our eyes, it piucks 
| ofthe Vail, and ſhews one quickly the glory of 
* | both Worlds : and ſo jr is not left long to deter- 
| mine, which js to be preferred, droſs or filver, 


braſs or gold, a dunghil or a Palace: there will 


| beno thought of returning to Eygpr, or Goſhez, 
| either in them which know the fruifulneſs of the 
| ſpiritual Canaan, the accomodations of the new 
| 7eruſalem, the pleaſure of the holy Court. 


4. At Death,he ſhall reſt from. all bis pains; 


| there is no fear of ſickneſs, ſorrowes, and aches. 
| The Stone, Gour, 8 Plague are Diſtempers that 
| none labour with there : that Aire is clear, and 
| (in which infeReth other places never got foot- 
|. ing there z rhey that ſcarce know what a Days 
| eaſe now means, ſhall then forget their ſorrow z 
| their Conſtitutions ſhall be mended, their crazy 
| Bodies, that needed to be propred up Arr, 
{ have now no need of ſuch helps lame ſhall 


leap, the blind, ſee the weak th rong, ths 
| C 2 crooked 
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(28) 
crooked ſtrait, they which were in deaths off ſhall 
be never in danger. O happy alterations ! the 
Grave will refine and alrer our Bodies,-and they 
ſhall there bury all imperfeRions, and this mortal 
ſhall pur on immortality, and this corruptibie N= 


_ corruption, There the weary ſhall bear reli, E/4. Þ 


G1, 3. and 33, 24.and 60, 15, fob 3. 17. | 

5. The bleſſedneſs of the deceaſed Saints conſrſt- || 
eth in their perfett fr cedome from ail wants, and 
fear of want, Here they have their daily want, 
and in the (weat of their brows they muit eat 
their Bread. The World in its beſt eſtate is made | 
up of vanities and troubles. How much need 
have we of the help of our fellow-creatures ? 
we can'c live without the uſe of their bodies and 
lives : we want their ſervice to t:1l oar Grounds, 
and to carry our weak Bodies, that can ſome- 
times ſcarce go under their own burden. What 
ſhift could we make,- if the influence of the Sun 
Moon and Stars were ſuſpended ? What lamen- 
table complainc ſhould we make, if God ſhould: 
ſeal up the Fountains of-Water? how ſoon ſhould 
we faint, if he ſhould make the Heavens as Iron, 
and the Earth as Braſs ? What Element can we 
want, what Creature could we well ſpare ? But 
the time is coming, that Day will ſhortly begin, 
whoſe brightneſs will make the Sun dark; and 
the Moon to diſappear;aand all the Stars to leave 
their Spheres as uſeleſs. O unbelief, how miſe- 
rably doſt thou rob us of the comforts, which the 
very fore-thoughts of that hour might bring in ! 
Dwell O my trembliag ſoul upon the Meditation 
of theſe thi: +. Is there no truth nor weight in 
thoſe Scrir F Eſ.50.19, Ef.21,29;Give in thy 

| Anſwer, 


(29) 


| Anſwers Why then art thou caſt down O my Soul, 


and why art thou diſquieted within me ? Wait up. 
on the Lord, and be of good courage; wait I 

ſay upon the Lord, - 
6. This happy Man ſhall be quite freed of 
what ſoever may argue an imperfelt ſtate. Some 
of thoſe very graces that are now fo uſeful and 
neceſſary, when their work is done ſhall be laid 
ide as uſeleſs; I mean Faith, Hope, Patierce,De- 
fire, all which ſpeak ſomething of imperfection, 
{hall then be ſwallowed up of Love. They now 
help to lead the ſoul out of Egyyr, conduRt tho- 
row the Red Sa, and Wilderneſs, and ſend ſpices 
into Canaan, and bring good ridings our of that 
Land ; they ſee Son, Og, and Amaleck diſcom- 
fired, and their Power broken, they go tothe 
Borders of the promiſed Land, vay, they get up 
to Piſgah,and upon Mourt Nebo,there they bid 
the ſoul farewe}]. Faith like a «kiful Pilot, keeps 
cloſz to the Ship, till it ſee ir our of danger. 
Faith, like loyal Barzi/gi, brings in abundant pro- 
viſions for the ſoulin all irs {treighrs, and comes 
with ir to the banks of Jordan; ro the brirk of 
Erernity, but there, there ir rakes its final leave, 6 
ſends over young Chimbam to wait vpon the 
Kingat /ersſalem,t ſznds Love over into Heaven 
£7 dwell there with the Lerd for ever. Q bleſſed 
ſtate, when Faith ſhall be ſwallowed np of Fghr'! 
Here we live by faith, and nor by ſenſe of fighr, 
in glory we (hall live by ſenſe and fighr, and nor 
by faith, The ſhadow ſhall vaniſh when rhe ſab- 
ſtance is come 3 hope, patience, deſire, and fear 
ſhall all paſs' away, and be ſwallowed up with an 
eternal fruition, poſſcflion, and F-cutiry. Happy 
C 3 re 


(39) 
are the People that are in ſuch a caſe, their clouds 
are quite blown over, they need neither Wind 
nor Sails, now they are ſafe landed, What think 
Wt you now ofa Child of God, Is it worth the 
(11088 while. to be religious, is holineſs a folly now ? 


"18 2nd yet rhis ts not all, come a little further, and / 
16 will ſhew you greater things {till, All this is bur 
"a the privative part of their happineſs, I conie now 
jt :2touch a little upon the poſicive part, but what 


"Mk an Ocean am IT now lanching into ! who can tell 
| 3il the Priviledges of a Citizen of Zioz ? what 
| Pen can defcribe the honour and dignities of the 
Wl. Sons of God?Bur that 7 may beigliten your ſpi- 
1H rits, and alittle antedate your comforts, T ſhall 
Wh in the next place ſhew ſomething of the poſitive 
Thb: Part. 

2, The bleſſedneſs of thoſe which dye in the 
| Lord, confilts poſitively. 
"78 _ Firſt in this, that they (hall enter into the So= 
{ ciety of the Angels, they ſhall leave any longer 
I converfing with mortals,and, inſtead of weeping 
ft friends, ſee themſelves compaſſed with ſinging 
pl - Angels, How do you think that Lazarus was 
affected, who inſtead of Beggars, Cripples, and 
Dogs, had a Guard of Angels waiting upon 
him ?, What an extaſy of joy was he ſurprized 
with, Luk, 16.22 ? This honour have all the 
Saints, We think the ſight of a King, the look of 
a Prince,the company of a Lord, a great matter : 
what are they, if compared with the leaſt ef the 
Captains ofthe Lord's Hoſt 2 How vaſt is the 
C:Ference between Fleſh ard Spirit ? and yet this 
tzyoar the Lord is pleaſed to confer npon the 
teaft of bis Children, And how glad arethe An» 
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(31) 
gels themſelves of the ſociety of the pooreſt 
Saint? they are glad even here to -be doing offices 
of love for them, many a danger they delivered 
chem from, many a mercy they conveyed from 
their Father ro them, bur theſe Earthly Bodies 
were ſcarce capable of communications with ſuch 
noble and ſpiritual Creatures, but at Death they 
ſhall know their old friends and fellow-.ſervants, 
and bleſs God with them, and for them for ever, 
Heb. 12. 22, And theſe hearts and Horſmen 
of Tſracl ſhall carry up Foſeph to his Fathers 
Houſe, aud 'there the Sons of God ſhall ſhour 
for joy.: Time was the fight of an Angel would 
make a Saint tremble, but then it ſhall make 
chem to triumph :; and what ſtories will they tell 
them, of the providences of God toward them, 
and joyn with them in the high praiſes of his 
goodneſs and love ? But all this is bur 4ittle 10 
what follows. . OWE 

2. At Death, the ſouls of believers are made 
perfect in holineſs. _ How will they in a moment 
ſee themſelves as white as ſnow ? how gracious 
ſhall rhe Kings Daughter be when her beauty 1s 
perfe&t ! how lovelily will ſhe look, when ſhe's 
clad with innocent purity ! how excellent when 
her royal Husband:the Lord Chr;/# ſhall be infi- 
nitely taken with her 7 Will he not then ſay,thou 
art all fair my love, there is no ſpot in thee:come 
with me from Lebanon my Spouſe, with me from 
Lebanon, from the top of eAmans, from the : 
top of Shenw and Hermon, from the Lyons 
Ders, from the Mountains of Leopards. Thoy 
haſt raviſhed my heart,my Siſter, my Spouſe,rhou 
haſt raviſhed-my heart, with one of rhine Eyes, 
| | h C 4 wit! 
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(32) 
with one Chain ofthy Neck : How fair js thy | 
love, my Siſter, my S7zouſe, 8&c- Cart, 4. 7, 8. 
9, 10. Tfthe Lord fee ſo much beauty here in 
bis Church, what will he do hereafter, when he 
ſhall have waſh*d away all 'her de&ements, and 
taken ot: her ſtains, and have decked her with 
his Jewels, and put on 'her Wedding Garment ? 
Thar Day is coming O my ſoul ! when will the 
thadows flee away, when will dayes and nights 
be all at an end, when will time be ſpent, when 
ſhall rhe Curtain' be drawn ? O that, thai". the 
place ! thou ſhalc then love 'that precious Jeſus 
with a Seraphick and Angel-like love, thou wilt 
then as much delight and rejoyce in him, as A- 
braham, David, and Paul did. Thy drowhte foul 
ſhall be as nimble and aCtive in the ſervice of thy 
great Maker; as Enoch and Elas; thou ſhalr 
praiſe him Day and Night, and be no more 
weary than che Angels themſelves : thou (liatt 
perfectly underſtand the will of God, and rea- 
dily obey ir: thou ſhalt be holy as Ged 1s holy , 
& what would you now give for ſuch a frame ? 
how glad would you be to feel a:connaturality 
to divine imploymenrs ? how happy would you 
think your ſelves, if your heart were always 
as God would bave it? Is it not for this, thar 
you faſt and pray ? I: it not for this, that you 
hear, read, and meditate ? Is not this the end of 
Sacraments ? Well, be of good cheer, in mount 
Zo: there ſhall be deliverance and holineſs : 
Oved. 17. And 1s'all this nothing, ſeemeth ir 
{til} a ſwall priviledge to be a Child of God, and 
ike our Father ? who that underſtands this 
would not bid Death welcome, and fay, now 
Rs | Grave 


f 


. (33) 
Grave do thy worſt'? Ask Paul, andhe will tell 
you that upon this account he groans : enquire 
of David, and he will ler you underſtand, rhar 
he never expeRs fatisfaQtion, till he awake with 
God*s likeneſs, Pſal. 17. 
© 3. Another thing wherein the bleſſedneſs of 
a Chriſtian at Death lyes, is this, the fight of 
Chriſt, What can be more deſired by a Child of 
God, than to behold and enjoy him, by whom 


.all the mercies we have, and all that «we expe 


flow in ro us, Eph. 1. 11. That good old Saing, 
Luk, 2. 3o. thought it a Heaven upon Earth to 
ſee him, though his Majeſty was vailed, and the 


| brightneſs of his glory wrapped up; and covered 


by his humanity, he doth fing a Requiem to his 
Soul, and ſay, Now let thy Servant depart in 


| peace, for mine Eyes bave ſeen thy Salvation. 
| How vvere Peter, James, and fohn, affected at his 


rransfiguration, Mat. 17. 2. What an admirable 
frame doth the Spouſe ſeemro be in, vyhen ſhe 


! ſavy only the ſhadovv and back-parts of this be- 
| loved, Cant. $. 16, She can'c tell vvhcn to 


have done commending of him. Bur all thig js 
but a ſmall thing, compared to the Gghth vvhich 


| they ſhall ſee, vvhen their graces (hall be com» 
| pleat, and their ſouls like him ; and then ſhall they 


behold the King in his beauty; no lonper the con- 


| tempr and ſcorn of the World, no longer in po= 


verty & vvant, no- longer crucified and rejeed x 


{ bur Jeſus the expreſs Image of his Father, and 


the brightneſs of his glory, accompanyed vvith 
Millions of Angels, all ar bis command ; and 
yet for all this, caſting a gracious eye upon them 
tien ſhall the Soul behold him face to face, vvho 
EF did 


34) 


did, and ſuffered ſuch wonderful things for it, 
"7was- he that came out of. his Fathers boſome, 
* was he that ſept our of his Throne, and put off 
his Robes, thar came leaping over the Mountains 
"+1 and skipping over the Hills, running thorow 4 
 _ chonſand difficulties, that he might pluck thee 
lt out of thy miſery, & deliver thee out of the paw 
of the Lyon and the Bear, chat he might redeem 
thee from the power of Sin, -Death, and Hell, 
How will the Heavens eccho with ſongs of joy, 
when the Bride the Lamb's Wife, ſhall come to 
8 dwell with her Husband for ever ? Tſay 33. 17. 
Wit; Chriſt is the defire of Nations, the joy of An« 
| (8 Sels, the delight of the Father, and he in whom 
Wl he is well pleafed. What ſolace then muſt that 
'Þ ſoul be fil1'd with, that hath the poſſeſſion of him 
| £0 all Eternity , 15 not his love better than wine, 
WW and a look of his countenance to-be prefer*d be- 
1 __ foreCornand Oyl? not his kindneſs to be ya» 
| Jued above life it ſelf-? Whar meaneſt thou then 
O my ſoul, that thou doſt fo dread his coming ? 
Why artthou fo loath ro be with him ? Why art 
thog afraid of: the. entoyment of him ? will thy 
Redeemer make thee a'{lave? Hath Heaven chan - 
ged bis Nature, and made him leſs defirable ? 
* Will thy Saviour make thee miſerable * Awake 
i then,O ye Saints, and ſtand a tip-toe, wait, watch 


nl and long til] thou ſee him, who alone can fill 
Wi thy foul ! fight, ſtrive, and run, till you enjoy 
Mi. ene ſinile of his, one look of his love is worth 
' 0 the pleaſure of ten worlds : where is thy hearr, 


where are thy deſires, what's become of ty 
leave ? if Chriſt doth not affect, draw, and fire 
thee, what will ? but when thou ſhalc fee Chriſt 
indeed 
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B indeed, his very looks will ſo warm thy Soul, 


thar thou ſhalt in a moment feel a divine flame, 
which ſhall never be extinguiſhed, as long as 
Chriſt, the obje& of thy love, ſhall live: the ' 
fight of Chriſt will put new life into thy ſoul, 

and make thy love and joy freſh for ever, this is 
he, O my ſou], that was wounded, that thou 
mighteſt be healed ; this is he who'was crowned 
with Thorns,. that thou mighteſt be Crowned . 
with Glory ; this, this 1s he that dyed, that 


| thou mighteſt live, 1s not all the glory of Hea- 


ven wrapped up in him? Are not the Treaſures 
of divine kindneſs, which were ſometimes hid 


| in him, now opened 7 Tell me.now, O my ſoul 


is there any in two worlds comparable to him 2 
Was not that he that ſheltered thee from the 


{ ſtorms of God's wrath 2 Was not chat precious 


Body, the Shield which blunted the Sword of 
Juſtice, and kept the Arrows of the Almighty 
from doing dreadful execution upon thee, an E- 


! nemy, Traytor, and Rebel 2 Was it not he thar 
| laid down the price. that bought thy pardon, 


that purchaſed-this Inheritance? was it not he 


| that fed thee with his Body, that broached his 
| heart-blood, to quench the thirſt of thy ſoul, 
| the luſts of rhy heart, and the flames of God's 
| indignation ! Look upon him, 1s he not made up 
! of love ? I fee now, it is not for nothing, that 
| the Virgins did love him, it- was not withour, 
{ good reaſons that the Spouſe was ſick, it was 


not without very good cauſe that the Saints did: 


| ſo long to bewith Him ; ro be with him did 1 


ſay ? who that hears of him, can chooſe bur 


| with to fee Him, who that fees him, can live 


 wnh. 
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without him, who that lives with him can leave 
him? Whar means the World ? Sure they are 
dead, blind, or mad : But where am I now ? this 
is 2 ſubje& ſo ſweer, that Tcan'c tel] how to make 
anend ;3 O thar I might ſee, know, and enjoy! 
look dear Jeſus upon me, and ler me go and 
tell the World thy Beauties, let me every day 
bave a little fight of thee, that I may commend 
thee a thouſand times more feelingly, and that 1 
may command the affetions of all rhar hear of 
thee, that nothing but thy love may ſerve their 
turns. Pardon me, that this admirable one hath 
drawn out my thoughts fo largely, If you can 
bur love after all this, ard ſee him when you cy 
with comfort, you will ſay; IT was too ſhort in 
his praiſes, and roo ſuperficial in bis commenda- 

tions, and that the balf was not told you. | 
2 The bleffedneſs of departed Saints lies in 
this, that they ſhall meer with all the Children of 
God, and have communion with the Spirits of 
che juſt, made perfect. Thou ſhalt then meet thy 
beſt friends, whoſe company was ſo warming, 
whoſe words were ſo incouraging, whoſe lives 
did fo much commend Religion, their Faces did 
then ſhine, their converſation was in Heaven: but 
O whar an alteration there is in them for the bers 
rer! their Souls are now like Chriſt, nothins bur 
grace, love, and praiſe : no difference in judg- 
ment, no pride dr paſlion, nothing that 9ffends : 
And how will they welcome yon to their Fa. 
thers Houſe, you that took ſweer counſcl toge. 
ther, that went to the Houſe of God, that talk? 
of that glory, how glad will you be, when you 
meet in it ? Nay, death will bring you acquainted. 
with 


(37) 
with all rheſe famous Worthies, of whom' the 
world was nor worthy, the noble Champions of 
Chriſt, which thought not their lives dear to 
them, ſo they might but finiſh their courſe with 
joy: this Porter opens the Door, and lets the 
Saints'ſoul into that palace, where all the favou- 
rites of that great Prince reſide; and thou ſhalt 
ſtand alſo with them upon Mount 70-7, in the 
preſence of that mighty King, and ſhalt hehold, 
and live in his glory for ever: And is all this ins 
conſiderable ? What would I give to fee Enoch, 
that wajked with God ? How glad ſhould Tbeto 
be acquainted with El:as ? how joyful if I might 
have ſome diſcourſe with Paul? Would itnot 
make one couragious in the cauſe of God, if one 
could hear Daniel, or the Three Children tell 
the ſtory of their deliverance ? How ſhould one 
be pleaſed to have it from the Mouth of Moſes, 
Foſuah, and Caleb, what God did for 1ſrael in 
the Fields of Ham, the Red-Sea, and the wilder- 
neſs ? and-/how he brought them into the Land of 
Canaan; how do you think you ſhould be af- 
fected at ſuch things'as theſe? Why ? as formi- 
dable as Death looks, it's he that brings us to 
the ſpeech of all theſe. How loath are we now 
ro part, When-a knor of us have got together, 
to talk about the things of another World ? are 
not the Saints the excelient ones, in whom is our 
delight ? is not the empty diſcourſe of the unex= 
pectenced World tedious, and their Company a 
burden > Why ? Heaven hath in ir none but 
Saints, and Angels, and the blefled God, Is not 
that Company indeed ? and all their work will be 


t0 admire, praiſe, and love God, and to take 
infinite 
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infinite delight, & complacency in him to all E- 


ternity. O what acclamations of joy will there 
be, when all the Children of God, ſhall meet to 
gether, without fear of being diſturbed by the 


Antichriſtian and Carmiſh brood! when they meer 


and never part, but joyn in Hallelajabs for ever. | 
'Thar, that's the melody, when a Quire of ten Þ 
thouſand times ten thouſand of Angels ſhall ſing 
an Eternal Song, and the hundred .and forty and 
four thouſand, and that innumerable Company | 
out of all Nations, Tongues, and Kindreds ſhall F 
anſwer, ſaying, Bleſſizg, honour, glory, and power 
be unto Him that ſits upon the Throne, and unto | 
the Lamb for ever, and ever,Rev.5, 13. Luk. 13. 
28, 29, Heb. 11. 22, Eph, 2. 16, | 
5. An other thing, wherein the bleſſedneſs of } 
the Saints departed conliſts, is, that then all their | 
Prayers ſhall be fully anſwered, their deſires ſa- 
tisfied, and hopes enjoyed. They now oft, with 
iorrow, hear the reproaches of the wicked, who 
are ready to ask them, where is their God ? 
what 1s become of their faſts, tears, and groans, 
ro what purpoſe do they afflit themſelves? what 
profit is it for them to call upon God ? what be- 
nefit is there in ſerving the Almighty ? The wick- 
ed boalt of their hearts deſire, and are ready to 
fleight Religion, as an uſeleſs and contemptible 
thing, But is there not a time a coming, when 
the godly may ask them, what profit they bave 
now in their pleaſures; what comfort in theis 
greatneſs, What fruit of all their labours ? and 
with unſpeakable fatisfaRtion; produce their 
Crown, and ſay, This, this was the prize that 
we contended for 3 this was the reward that = 
aa" 
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had in our Eye, this was the glory and honour 


| which we ſo highly valued; T his is or God in 


whom we have truſted, Ef. 25. 9, The Saints 
ſhall then ſee, that ir was not in vain to ſeek, 
knock, and wait 3 then. they ſhall underſtand thar 
nothing was loſt which was ſpent for their ſouls 
and Heaven : they ſhall ſhortly know, that the 
pooreſt hearty groan was heard, the quickeſt e» 
Jaculations were not unobſerved, and that the 
weakeit lincere Prayers were able to pierce the 
Heavens. O who would not ſerve ſuch a Ma» 
ker, who can'c forger any of his! nay, the Lord 
will infinitely out do their requeſts, and give 
them more than their Tongues could ask, and 
minds conceive. This is the portion of them thar 
ſe ek thee, that ſeek thy face, O Facob. > 
6. Ar Death, the Believer ſhall be poſſeſſed of 
God, and know what the beatifical viſion means; 
and if you would be better ſatisfied what this is, 
my requeſt is, that you would live holly, and go 
and ſee, And if after a fight and ſenſe of this in- 
comprehenſible glory, you finde that Thave des 
ceived you, by making you to over value it, 7 
am contented to bear the blame of an Impoſtor, 
7 am here but brief, becauſe T muſt confeſs my 
Meditations are now at a loſe, and lilence and a- 
(toniſhment muſt ſpeak the reſt. | 
7. That which is no ſmall addition to-a Saints 
happineſs is this, that there is no fear of loſing 
of it; his Enemies can't rob him, for they are 
all ſafe enough, and his Treaſures are locked up 
there where neither Moth nor Ruſt can corrupr, 
nor Thieves break thorow, and teal ; the Chri- 
ſtian may then rejoyce over his Enemy, ard = 
VVDat 
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Who ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God 


they that are ſafe in Heaven, need not to enter- 
rain any fears of loſing their Inheritance, If God 
that inade Heaven, and brought them to it, can 
ſecure them ; if Chrilt that bought ir for them, 
can make good nis purchaſe, it all challenges 
are laid aide, they are well enough , thy houſe 


ſhall not be i[haken, thy comforts ate durable,and 


the leaſe oithy Inheritance runs parallel with the 
life of God, and mult not expire till Erernicy 
be ſpent, Rom. 8. 33. Heb, 13.5. 1]. 54,10.1/, 


$. The laſt thing thar I ſhall mention, wherein 
the happineſs of the Dead that die in the Lord 
conſiſts, is in the tull and joyful aſſurance of a 
glorious Reſurrectiongand acquitrance at the day 
of Judgment. Their Bodies are the facred Fem- 
ples wherein God did dwell, they are not there- 


' fore t0 be buried in forgertulneſs, but ſhall be 


reſerved as Jewels in a Cabinet, and at the Re- 
ſurre&ion, they ſhall þe furbinſhed, aud ſer jn 
Glory ; the very Duſt of the Saints is preciqus, 
and thoſe very Members, that were alliitanis to 
the Sou!, inthe Wortihip of God, ſhall partake 
of irs Glory 3 and upoa.this account, the People 
of God dye 1n faith, that their Bodies and Souls 
ſhall havea blzfled Meeting ; upon this account 
Believers weep not at the Interment of their 
Chriſtian brerhren, as thoſe which have no hope; 
bur the thoughts ofa furure meeting ſwallows 
up the grief of preſent parting ; they underſtand 
that it would be a piece of unkindncſs to be 
pricved at their happineſs, and chat it ſpeaks roo 
much {elr-love, and roo great a dizdelicf of their 
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(41) © 
{unſeen glory , and too much defire , that our 
wills ſhould be done before God's, What a deal 


e of forrow would the ſound belief of the reality 
: of inviſibles prevent ? With what cheerfulneſs 
-« || might the dear Children of God part, when they 
c. [fink how certainly , aud ſpeedily they ſhall ſee 


4 {one another again, never to part more. It the 
| Doctrin of the ReſurreQtion were but better un- . 
y | derſtood , if the Grave were but looked upon; 
lb Chamber to reſt in, and if faith could. but 
 Ptake Death to be but an undreffing , to put on 
q better raiment, how contentedly then ſhould we 
| be uncloathed that we might be cloathed with int 
! mortality : And why: ſeems it a thing incredible 
! that the Body ſhould riſe again? 1s it a thing in- 
} credible, that he which made a world out of no- 
_ | thing,. ſhould raiſe up our lifeleſs Duſt, and *ſcat- 
> Ftcred Bones ? 17s any thing too hard for the Al- 
. [mighty ? was he put to it, when he: made-Man 
; | ont'ofa lump of Clay? 7s it beyond his power 
to raiſe Children- to Abraham out of the very 
| Stones? Can nothing be ated by .an Omnipo- 
| tent Agent, but it mult firſt be: forged in our 
| brains ? Shall God indeed come and bow to us; 
| and wiſdom ask Counſel of folly, how he ſhould' 
| manage his affairs? Doth not God.every Day 
| do as great wonders, as this ? and hath not he 
| given our Faith. very conſiderable helps in this 
| matter ? Dota not his yearly providence preach 
the truth of this Do&rin? what: Farmer thinks 
| his Seed loſt, when it's buried under-the Clods, 
| when the. V Viriter hath diſrobed the Medowes, 
and covered them , with a white Mantle , will -you 
therefore conclude they ſhall never .  drefled a- 
Gain 
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(42) 
5ain with their Greens, and decked with their 
Flowers ? but if all this ſignify nothing, what doF 
you think of what God hath done already ? was 
Lazarus his Reſurrection a cheat ? and were theſ 
Evangeliſts miſtaken, which tell us of the riſing 
of many of the Saints, and that they went intof 
the holy City ? Is Chriſt ſtill in the Grave ? and 
if theſe things be otherwiſe, why ſhould not that 
which hath been, be again? What ? hath Godf 
leſs power than he had ? Is his Arm weaker than| 
it was ? Is the Grave too ſtrong for him? And 
are the Doors of it ſo faſt locked, that his Key 
can't open them? Did Chriſt promiſe more than 
he .conld make good, when he ſaid, 7 wil! raiſe 
them up at the laſh Day. O unbelief! how doſtf 
thou ſpoyl my comforts, and daunt my courage,| 
truth can't lie, the Almighty can't be weak, Godf 
is ſtill like himſelf. And if the caſe be ſo, what af 
good condition is the dead Saint in? his life is 
id with Chrift, and when Chriſt, who is his life,| 
ſhall appear, he alſo ſhall appear with him in| 
Glory; And what kind of Body will this be, 
when it ſhall be like the glorious Body of Chrift,| 
perfect, active, immortal ? Look up to the Sky,| 
do you ſee how bright that Body i% , which ligh-| 
tens the whole World, how haſtily that Cham-| 
pion runs to finiſh his appointed courſe ? why| 
that cold and dead Body ſhall ere long be as: glo-| 
rious, as the Sun in its ſtrength, & as lively in its} 
motions ? How eaſily will it mount into the Air 
to meet the Lord in the Clouds? how actively} 
will it paſs from one fide of the Heavens to ano 
ther, with as much expedition, as it ſhall deſire? 
how readily will it run at the command of its| 
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8 great Maſter, and keep pace with thoſe winged: 
! Meſſengers the Angels ,- they ſhall be no longer 
ſuch heavy, dull pieces of Clay, and bundles of 
Diſeaſes; but when they are called out of their 
Bed, they ſhall be refreſhed abundantly, and with 
/ joy meet their Souls, and be. acted by them, O 
| me-thinks what kind of greeting will theſe two 
: old Companions have, when they ſee one ano- 
| ther in another world : what ſtrange ſalutations 
| will they give each other; Will not the ſoul fay 
' to the body, where hadſt' thou, O my friend, 
| that glorious ſplendor ? who cloathed thee /in 'ſo 
nt lovely a dreſs? how cameſt thou by that'Majeſty 
' and beauty ? Art thou that Body which were 
; wont to bear me company to the Houſe of God ? 
| Are thoſe the Eyes that wept ſooft? Are thoſe 
; the Feet which travelled fo many Miles to hear 
ar the Word? O excellent alteration ! well , now 
| you ſee that your pains was not altogether lot; 
| and as for me, I-have beheld the glory of our 


Royal Bridegroom, I hare viewed his Chambers, 


| and have lodged in his boſom , ever fince- you 
\ and I parted , and I have fonfid that he hath 


made good all his promiſes to a tittle. 1 had 


| no ſooner parted from thee, but he ſent- his 


Angels for me, and they brought me with joy 
into his Pavillion, and there did I ſee him com- 


- paſſed with Millions of ſuch 'Courtiers , and all 
our old Friends I ſaw there; and O- ſuch oy, 


happineſs , and pleaſure, is unſpeakable 5 but 


| 'what. ſound'- is that which 1'hear? Ts 'it not 
| the Voice "ofthe Arch - Angel? we are com- 
| tmanded away 5; - Who is that , do you think 
{ that rides in ſuch ſtate, with ſo great 'a' Train 
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afrer him? who ſits upon that Throne ; hark, 
hark, he calls you, make haſte , make haſte a- 
way. Come you Bleſſed of my Father, 
enter now into your Maſicrs joy : Dwell in 
the Manſions that I have prepared , poſſeſs the 
Inheritance that I have given you : You are 
mine , and I am yours, I have betrothed you 
to my ſelf long ſince, and now. the Marriage 
Day 1s. come, and I. take you to be ny Spouſe 
for ever, Before my Father, and theſe my 
Servants, I take you to be my wedded Wife 
for ever : and ] do now for ever acquit you 
from all offences, they ſhall never be remem- 
bred any more; I inveſt you with tne ſame 
er en poſſeſs, I endow you with all the 

iches. of my Kingdom , I will remove what- 
foever may offend you ; look how your Ene- 
mies tremble , 'T have already vindicated you 
from- all thoſe falfe imputations, which their 
malice did caſt upon you, I have filenced your 
accuſers, and for ever ſtopped the Mouths of 
their- great adverſaries, and they ſhall immedi- 
ately - be removed out of their ſight , and pay 
dearly for all their abuſes. Juſtice call thoſe 
Priſoners to the Bar. —— Depart from me 
ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the De- 
wit and his Angels, And now my Beloved, the 
Cloyd is: quite gone; come now into my Arms, 
E will never frown more : come away my love, 


No ME”, 


my Dove, my undefiled, and rejoyce in my love, |þ 
you and ] will never part more ; what I have is | 
yours; I am well pleaſed in my choice, my Father 


loves you, as T do-z you ſhall be where I am, and 
have the ſame pleaſures that I have, and live as | 
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I do to Eternity. Amer, hallelujah , even ſo come 
Lord Feſz, come quickly., Hath, 26, 31. &c. Fobn 
I7. 24. Rev. 21. 6. QC. 1 Cor. 15; 33. $6. 
12. 2,3. Mal. 3. 16, i7. Mal. 4. 1. 1s. 
14. 15, IG, 17,18. And is not this a ſufficient re- 
ward for thoſe poor Services, which the believer 
doth perform, while he lives upon the Earth ? Is 
there nothing in all this? Seemeth it to you a 
ſmall matter to be free from fin? Is it 'no fa- 
vour to: be ſecured from Satan ? Is not that a de- 
firable place, wherein there is ſo much glory, that 
the World in its beſt dreſs, loos like a deform'd 


' ugly thing to it 2 Who would not be glad to 


have all Diſeaſes cured, pains removed, and wants 
ſupplied? Wi'l not that be a Day of comfort 
inde:d? when Faith ſhall be ended in fight, hope 
in enjoyment, deſire in a_delighttul and. Eternal 
fruition ? when patience ſhall have done all its 
work , when an everlaiting Jubilee ſhall put a 
period to all ſorrows? Is it no honour to -be 
conveyed into Heaven by a Guard of Angels? 
Do you count it an inconfiderable favour to ſee 
Kins 7eſics in his Throne ? Have you no delire 
to be with all your good Friends, and to know 


' all the Favourites of Heaven ? would you not. 


reckon it a great mercy, to have all your Prayers 
anſwered to the full? Will there be no pleaſure 
in the beatifical Viſion ? would not all this be 
the more coniiderable , if it might laſt always ? 
IS it no fatisfation to you, to know that- your 
Body ſhall be raiſed like Chriſt's Body? and 
that your Body and Soul ſhall be publickly ac- 
quitted , owned, and blefſed before the great 
Court ; and. after this, live in the ſame glory 
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O46) 
that Chriſt lives in: If all this be worth the 
having; then the departed Sajnt is no lofer, and Þ 
we may well ſay, F#lefſed are the Dead which dye f 
ix the Lord. | | 

Thus I have thewed who are they which dye 
in the Lord ; and proved that fuch are bleſſed, 
and ſhewed wherein their bleſſedneſs doth con- 
fiſt. TI now come to make ſome /mprovement 


-of this Doctrin. 


Uſe T. 

Firſt, By way of information, that holineſs 
iS no ſuch filly thing, as the World thinks it to 
be ; Sure, if there be any thing in reſt, happi- 
neſs, and glory, then the Saint ſcarce deſerved 
the imputation of Fanaticiſme : They which 
have reccived their Wages, will ſay, that the 
ſervice of God is not unprofitable, and they 
finde themſelves to be no loſers, though credit, 
eſtate, and blood were ſpent in the cauſe of 
Chriſt ; Should you ask them, who, thorow 
many Tribulations, have entred into the King- 
dom of Heaven ? Whether they repent of their 
diligence for Heaven, whether God hath not 
paid them double for their ſeli-denyal, loſles, 


. and kindnefſes? Would they not cry out truly, 
God is good to Tſrael, how great is that Trea- 


ſure, that is laid up for them that fear him 2? 
Never let any grutch to ſerve God cheerfully, 
for verily he is'a rewarder of them which dili- 
gently ſeek him. 

| | Uſe II. 

7? the Saint he ſo happy in another World, 
then let us all cxamine, whether we are in the 
number of thoſe Perſons, for whom ſuch things 

are 


(47) 


x are prepared, Confider Sirs, that this is not 
{ like to be every Man's Portion, all Men and 
| Women are not Kings and Queens, nor all the 
Sons of Adam Heirs of ſuch an Inheritance ; 
; few run ſo as to obtain, few fight ſo as to con- 
' quer, and get the Field; few act, as if this bleſ- 
| ſedneſs were worth the minding ; and let me 
tell you, Heaven is not got with a wet Finger, 


molt do their work by the halves , and though 
the Spirit move them, the Word, Providences 
tell them, the Miniſters beſeech them, yet all 


| will not do; they will not be perſwaded, but a 


tew lazy wiſhes will do, as well as all the ſeri- 
ouſneſs in the World ; and thus they will put 
things to the venture, and count a hazard , in 
the matters of their Souls and Eternity, but a 
trivial thing : We can't for our lives get Men 
to be in good earneſt, but they will bleſs them- 
ſelves, though God curſe them; and take it for 
granted, that all is well, when God knows they 
are in as ſad a condition, as can well be imagt1- 
ned on this fide of Damnation. We tell them 
that moſt miſtake, and that miſtake here is the 
molt deplorable; and yet fijll Men are aſleep 
and what if this ſhould be thy condition, O Sin- 
ner, that comelt hither for faſhion - ſake , and 
fits there very trim and cheary? What ſayit 
thou Man, art provided for Eternity ? What 
title haſt thou to Glory ? Doſt thou know 
what it means to be convinced of Sin ? Was 
it eyer made loathſome to thee? And cant 
thou fay thou hateſt it with perfect hatred? 
and that not only as contrary to thee, and as 


it brings Hell, Miſery , and Damnation with 
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#, but as it is contrary to God, abuſing his good- | 


neſs, hating his purity, dethroning his Majeſty ; 
hath fin ever looked you in the face, befmeered 
with the blood of Chrift ? Were you ever made to 
underitand your abſolute need of Chriſt : Did you 
ever make a cempleat refiguation of your ſelf to 
him ? and hath it been your buſineſs to act for 


him ? and have you felt any ſtrength coming from Þ 
him, enabling of you to bring forth fruit meet for F 


repentarice, and to dyc unto fin, and to live unto 
righteouſneſs ? and yet after all this, have you 
looked upon your ſelf as an unprofitable Servant ? 
what experience have you in theſe things ? put 
this queſtion home to thy Conſcience ; ſay, am I 
acquainted with fuch things or no ? Are theſe 
things Riddles to me, or do I know what they 
mean ? well now, have you done as bid you, and 
what ſaith Conſcience ? is it altogether ſilent, or 
doth it put you off till another time ? why, then 
ſpeak again, and again, and ask it whether this be 
not a ſcrious queſtion, and a buſineſs of ſome im- 
portance : but becauſe People for the moſt part 
trifle in this great buſineſs, I ſhall ſpeak ſomthing 
by way of Lamentation and Conviction. : 


Uſe 111, 


Is it fo, that they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
then what a caſe are they in, which live and die 
out of Chriſt; if none but the Friends and Chil- 
dren of God be thus happy, what will become 
of them which axe aliens. from the Common- 
wealth of 1ſracl, that live without God in the 
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(49) 
appear? O. what a lamentable condition are 
moſt of the World in ! if we could fee all the 
dead Souls in this Congregation , what a ghatlt- 
ly ſight would it be , ſhould God ftrike all them 
dead , which-lye in their fins, and know not 
Chriſt; it is to -be fearcd,, that the Afſembly 
would be far thinner than it is? ſhould the 


: Graves open, and the Souls and Bones fay to us, 
Make haſt, make haſt, get up your Souls dreffed, 
| for within. three Days you mult lie in this black 
| and cold Chamber with us? How would this 
' make moſt: of our Faces to gather palenefs, and 
{ our joynts ready to knock one againſt another ? 
* but what if another Voice ſhould ſecond it, 
' and one fhould come roaring out of Hell, wrap- 
ped about with Flames, and ſhould ſay, It is a 
: fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
' God; they that die in ſin mult be buried in Hell, 


and if this very moment , you do not turn, you 
mult take a place with us in thoſe torments, 


| from which there is no redemption ; Would 


this move you? why Sirs, is there not as much 


{ reaſon that you ſhould believe God, as the dam- 
' ned? O what wonders are itupid ſinners ! how 


unconcerned do they go up and down, as if it 
were a very eaſy thing to prepare for Death, 
and a needleſs thing to think of Eternity. O 
you that know a little, what the life and death | 
of a ſoul is, come help us to mourn over our 
dead, doth not the-very Aire ſmell of the dead £ 
Are not their numbers ſcarce to he computed ? 
whole Families, Towns , Cities , 2nd ſcarce one 
living ſoul amongſt them! O where , where. is 
pur pity? how' can we þear to ſee ſo ps 
5s ah $6009 nt ane, ds __ 


»h! 
"2343CF 
& 


4s - . m _ 
_ fo er PTA FS ts LOG a GE  IER==I0Y 
* —_ 
- - e - - —_ ” a 2s 44 ba — _ 
- - —_—_ 4 nm _— > _ Ee ESI 
XL ” py REI ee” . Fl 4 may - . - vaort >. 


— pk. —————c—— ED 
8 _ 
wS . 


(50) 


lions go to the Pit, and not beſtow one tear up- 


on them? what's the matter, O my ſoul, that 


thou art no more compaſſionate ? would Heſter, 
Feremiah, Paul; nay, would the, King and Prin- 
ces of Niniveh have been no more troubled, if 
Souls had been in the ſame danger in their days, 
as they are in ours, But that I may a little move 
my ſelf and others ; let me commune a little 
with you, you are yet in your ſenſes, and have 
the uſe of your underſtandings, and are not 
Brutes nor Stones; ſhall I have leave to rea- 
ſon the caſe a little with you? do you never uſe 
your reaſon ? have you not a principle of ſelf- 
preſervation? do you never conſider whether 
you are going , while you make haſt to Hell? 
Do you never think of Heaven ? and is it ſo 
frightful a place, that you ſhould be afraid of 
it? will it undo you to be ſaved? and is that 
bleſſedneſs which I have ſet before you, ſo con- 


temptible a thing, that you will not ſo much as | 


give the thoughts of it one Hours entertain- 
ment in your ſoul ? Can you be contented with- 
out it, and prefer your ſhort-lived Pleaſure be- 
fore it ? if the caſe be ſo, thank your ſelves, if 
you have your choice, blame not God, if he de- 
ny you that which you thought not worth the 
accepting : As for us Miniſters, we call God , 
Angels, and Men to witneſs, that we have told 
you of your danger, and if you will not take 
warning, who can help it; if we knew what 
in the World to do to prevent your ruine, God 
forbid but that we ſhould readily do it; but if 
after all your threatnings , perſwafions, and in- 
treaties, you will go on ftill:, why , your _ 
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be upon your own Souls : but though I ſpeak thus, 
it Þl hope better things of many here preſent, and 
r, {things that do company ſalvation. I ſhall ſpeak for 
- Þ your incouragement in the next Uſe. | 


Uſe IT. 


» 
e 
e | Is it fo, that they are bleſſed that dye inthe 
e | Lord, why then ſhould the believer be ſo much a- 
t | fraid of Death? What though it be the King of 
- þ terrors, Is it ſo to all ? Have not ſome handled this 
e | Serpent without any fear ? What have I been 
| proving all this while? Is there not one word of 
r | ſenſe in all that hath been ſpoken ? get but this ſe- 
? þ cured, that you are a Child of God, make but the 
) | King your friend, and then neither his Serjeant,nor 
| þ his Porter will do you any hurt, except to Arreſt 
: | your Enemies, and to open the Gates of his Palace 
- þ to you, and to admit you into his Preſence be 
| counted an injury : Who would be afraid of ever- 
- | laſting reſt, why ſhould any one be ſo loth to have 
| þ his diſeaſes healed, why ſhould we be ſo unwilling 
| to receive that which we ſeem with much earnc{t- 
|| neſs to ask? Will the Priſoner chooſe always to 
live confined ? will he fall in love with his Chains, 
| or be angry with him that comes to knock off his 
ſhackles ? Is the miſerable Captive afraid of his li- 
| berty ? why do you hear,pray,& read?to what pur- 
| poſe do you ſtrive, watch,& hope ? Is it all for that 
| which you tremble to have? what report doth faith 
| bring of another World?Doth it tell you that it is a 
| Land of Darkneſs & ſorrow, or that it is a place of 
| joy, pleaſure & happinefs?& what, ſtill loath to de- 
| part 2: is this World the more delirable of the "ow 
= any 
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and are thy fins and carnal Companions moreſ 
lovely than Chriſt ! if the caſe be ſo, then why 
doit thou talk of believing? Is this your Faith ?Þ 
the truth of it is, if this be thy caſe, thou haſt 
no great reaſon to be over deſirous of leavingf 
this World; for I perceive thou haſt built thyF 
Houſe here, and doſt not take Heaven for thyF 
Re{t; but in cafe of abſolute Neceſſity , thouf 
thinkelt it a more tolerable place than Hell andp 
Torments. But thou art not the Perſon, that IF 
have now to do with, I ſhall ſpeak a word orf t 
two to ſuch by and by: my errant it is to thee, t 
O praying and believing Sairt , I. would fainÞþ f, 
hearten thee up a little, that thou may't ſhewF 
the World, that Heaven is not ſo ſorry a prefer-Þ 
ment, as that one ſhould hardly be perſz-aded top 
accept of it , but that it is indeed what the Scrip- 
tures, Miniſters , and the Children of God ſay 
it is. O contradict not your profeſſion, and let} 
the wicked fee, that you have got ſomething in 
another World , and that your happineſs: begins | 
there, where theirs ends, You work hard, and|þ 
will you be afraid when Night comes to receive 
your wages, I hope you will not ſay that the 
Lord is a hard Maſter, and that his wages are| 
not worth tne receiving. Let the wicked tremble, 
and tne enemies of God fear, and let the work-| 
ers of iniquity be afraid of their appearance be-f 
fore their Judge, Bur let not the faithful ſubject Þ 
dread his King, the Wife her Husband ; nor the Þ 
Child his Father. I would fain argue my ſelf Þ 
and others out of thoſe ſlaviſh.fears. Conſider F 
Sirs, that now death hath loſt its ſting, and the | 
Grave its bitterneſs, and a Saint (if he will _ 
2 «| 
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*K be as careful in keeping his watch, as ne ought) 
may be able to ſpeak the fame Language, as al 
n?Þ did. O Death where 7s thy Sting, 0. Grave where 
alt 8 thy Viftory ? 1 Cor. 15. 55. And to meto live 
ngp is Chriſt, and to dye is gain 3 7 defrre to be aif- 
hyF ſolved, and to be with Chrijt. If Death were like 
PF to make a ſeparation between Chriſt and thee, I 
Du ſhould then be far from' blaming theſe thy fears, 
dF but 7 ſhould rather. wonder , that they are not a 
IF thouſand times greater, But me-thinks a Soul 
or} that hath had many a ſweet kiſs from Chrift, 
© þ that underſtands what he is worth, and that hath 
np ſome good reaſon to ſay, my. beloved is mine, 
wp and 7am his, me-thinks (7 ſay) ſuch a one ſhould 
r-F not deſire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be 
of protracted, Sure, were this but cleared, it were 
>-þ nothing to dye, but life it ſelf would be as con- 
yÞ liderable an exerciſe of Patience , as any thing 
tÞ in the world; let me therefore again. expoſiu- 
np late the caſe with thee, and do what 7 can to 
SF ſhakeoff thoſe unwarrantable fears. What is tt 
dF that you are ſo much afraid of ? Js it of pains? 
ep why, when you are dead, you will feel none : 
ep they be the hving which feel pains , and # be- 
ef lieve there are few living, but. at one time: or o- 
2» | ther feel as much pain as ſome do in their death ; 
and if their pains. be acute , they are lice to be 
{ ſhort; and if they be not acute, they may be the 
 moreeafily born, Are you loath to leave your 
friends, /hope God's Saints & Angelsare other- 
Sueſs friends than any you have here. You have a 
fine Houſe, and ſweet conveniences, alas, 'tis but 
a Hog-ſty, or a Dunghil, if compared with Hea- 
Ven, : But how ſhall-7 do for my. Children ? Ae 

will 
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will become of them, when I amdead and gone? | 
Why, do you make nothing of God's promiſe?Þ 


Is not he a Father to the Fatherieſs? And is itÞ 


not his command, that we. ſhould leave our Fa- 


therleſs Children with him ? Can't God take asÞ 
good care of them as you ? O, but the Graveſ 
is a doleful place, and who can think with anyP 
comfort of being nail'd up in a Coffin, and co-Þ 
vered over with Earth, and of rotting under} 
ground? Why Man, is the Reſurrection no 
comfort to thee? if there were no ſuch thing, þ 
this arguing were the more excuſable ; who 
ere you I pray, that you ſhould be priviledged 


above all the Kings and Monarchs ſince the be- | 


Sinning of the World ? which of them have ſe- 
cured themſelves from the power of Death ? 
which of them could retain their breath a mo- 
ment, when Death had received his Commiſſion 


to ſtopit? Are you better than Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Facob, did not David ſee corruption, and the 
Fathers? whereare they ? nay,did not Chriſt die, | 
and die ſo bitter a death, as I believe never any} 
from the foundation of the world ever did ? Muſt 
God make thee the third that mult be fingled 
out from Man-kind, to be tranſlated to Glory ? 
do you walk as Erecck and Elias did? and if you 
do, I know you would then be ſo humble, not 
to expect this prerogative ; and: ſo full of love 
to God, as to be contented to die, if it were a 


hundred deaths, ſo you might but enjoy him for 
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ever : And what ſay you now ? is there not a 


root of unbelicf at the bottom ? is there not 
ſomething of Atheiſm in ' this * hath not the Þ 
world a prevailing intereſt in your affections? Þ 

| do | 
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| doyou think you have not had time enough yet 
| to fin* would you fain diſpleaſe God a little 
it} more? do you imagine that you have not ſuffi- 
a-þ ciently abuſed his goodneſs ? if not, what is the 

ach matter ? O, I want Afurance i did I but know 
vel that I am indeed reconciled to God, then, O 
1yþ then I could die as willingly as ſleep ! The truth 
0: of it is, there can be no other reaſon that can 

er| bear any great weight, except this, and a deſire 
10] to glorifie God more in bringing in ſouls to 
g, him. As for this matter, I waveit ; few of my 
10 | hearers being ſo much concerned in that, as Mi- 
4 | niſters are ; but as for the former, -] would upon 
e- | this account put you upon the moſt fpeedy and 
e- | ſerious diligence in this work. I believe the 
2} Apoſtle had ſome reaſon on his ſide, when he 
o- þ did iſo carneftly perſwade the People of God to 
nk uſe all diligence to make their Calling and Ele- 
c,þ Aionſure, andto work out their own falvation 
eþ With fearand trembling. Why then, ſhould not 
e, | every Chriſtian without delay ſet upen this ? 
And then the next news we ſhould hear, would 
be, Come Lord Jeſus, why are the Charijot- 
wheels ſo long a coming ? O that I might but 
come to eternal life, though thorough the val- 
u ley of the ſhadow of death! Tis our trifling with 
t | God that makes the thoughts of our appearing 
e | before him tobe ſo dreadful. ' Our formality, 
a | deadneſs and- coldneſs, our worldly-mindedneſs 
r | and lazineſs, doth us a world of injury. This, 
a | this diſturbeth our peace, 'this' ſtrengthens Satan 
th and blurs our evidences,and makes us go defpond- 
e | ing into another world : and this brings'me to the 
? | nextUſe,  LIUD Ct LOR 

Y - | Vſe 


Le 
+ 


EE Ae ET 
by CY ,& On 
- 


= 

TH 
— " 

bn & A 


« 
ds m_ he CY 
-- "5 _— y—naey W 
nnd a ALI 
cn pptivs = IS. - 
43, Cab RESEAS oy -- -- 
Gan 2. 41 pa *. 
k 2k yo. bf Wits a < 
oY vo £5 —— » Te s 
WE Y ES ns ge UP £28 - 


ud Da Lt + EF 
2£>-W © wh *.44 - ES. 
——_—_— - 22 205 T2; rang. 2, ic NS 
28.4 a vB 2. en ned Both» $8. ers. 
- Þ- x : > 


—_— 
ens - 
” 


(56) 

18 it ſo that they are-bleſſed that die in the 
Lord, cc. be hence exhorted,to live ſo as that you 
may die in the Lord, Will you take ſo much pains 
for a-littl2 gains in this life , and will you take 
none at all for eternal bleſſing ?- How many hazar- 
dous Voyages have ſome of you made to Guiznce, 
and the Eaſ#-1nates, to get Gold and Spices ? how 
many terrible ſtorms have you been in, and what 
inconceivable hazards have you run., that you 
might enjoy your ſelves in age,and have ſomethins 
to carry you comfortably and decently to your 
Sraves? O why. ſhould you not be as ſolicitous in 
your ſoul concerns? Remember my dear Friends, 
that you are bound for another world, and you 
mult ere long ſail into the Ocean of Eternity. 
Conſider what your lading is, and whether it will 


return to any account when you come home to 
your great Owner. - Me-thinks. you of all Men . 


ſhould think Grace the beſt commodity, and Chri- 
ſtjanity. the beſt trade; and the ſecuring of eyer- 
laſting happineſs, the greateſt wiſdom. How can 
you live within a few inches of death, and look the 
King of terrours in the face every day, without 
ſome well-grounded evidences of your intereſt in 
God's love * O who would not labour to get out 
of danger : Who would not think it a bleſſed e- 
ftate to be beyond Fears? Who can take it to 
be an unneceſſary work to ſecure a ſoul ? Is not 
this the one thing-needful ? what ſhould a Man 
get, if he ſhould gain the whole. world, and loſe 


his own ſoul ? and 'what ſhall a man-give in ex- 


change for his ſoul ? But you Profcſlors, ho 
all, 
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all, it concerns you to make as ſure as can be pol- 
ſible, of ſomething better than you can have here 
below. What a lamentable thing would it be for 
you to undergo ſo many reproaches for Chrilts 
| fake, to venture your liberties, and to hazard 
| your eltates, and after all, to be left in woful un- 
| certainties ? It wonld be a dreadful thing to Iofe 
! the comforts of both worlds. O make ſure work, 
| your pains and colt here will pay its own char- 
. Þges; be not daunted, 'tis a thing hath been done ; 
. | what do you fay ? ' will you take ſome pains in 
| Þthe examining of your heart ' will you keep 
| any guard over your ſelf? will your wreltle for 
{this bleſſing 2 O what courage and comfort 
| ſhould you be endowed with, with what a cheer- 
| ful countenance may you meet death ? and how 
| quietly lie down in your grave, being ſupported 
| with the hopes of a bleſfed Eternity, and a glo- 
|rious Reſurrection. 
| But I ſhalla little alter my diſcourſe, and turn 
my ſelf to the careleſs ones of the world, which 
non Lite of death, and leſs of eternity. I had 
; occaſion before to bewail your condition , and 
, now 7 might renew my lamentations, as fearing 
t | chat what / have ſpok*, or may ſpeak, will have 
\ þ very little operation upon you; but how ever, / 
+ |\cannot leave you thus, bat 7 muſt try once more, 
| how a plain compaſſionate cxhortation will pre- 
N |vail O that 7 could tell what words to ſpeak, 
| that might teach your heart! O that 7 could 
Lexpreſs my ſelf in ſuch melting words that might 
| break the very ftomes! O that you _y feel this 
| exhortation ! | | 
e | Men, Brethren, anJ Fathers, givs ms leave ad 
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let you underſtand how dearly I love you , and 
to ſhew my affections in the molt real demon: 
trations that may be. Sirs, I amcome to beg t 
of you for God's ſake, to be willing to live; IF *: 
beſeech you deſpiſe not the bleſſing, but accept Þ Þ 
Chriſt and ſalvation while they are offered, Þ 3 


Were it a thing poſſible to be happy er d 
1 


way but by Chriſt and a holy life, I ſhould $are 
my labour. If glory could be obtained upM ea-f 
fire termes than the Goſpel ſpeaks of, I ſhould 
eaſe my ſelf and you of this trouble, And if any 
were like to be bleſſed after death, but ſuch asÞþ Þ! 
die-in the Lord, I ſhould be the more indifferent} W 
in this matter ; but ſince that cannot be, methinksÞ} di 
thoſe three weighty. words, Life, Death, Eterni-ſ} he 
ty, ſhould have a mighty influence upon you. OÞ fa 
letnot a day paſs without ſome ſerious thoughts ; th 
of this! I necd-not perſwade you to love your} bc 
lives, nature teacheth you to do that : but thereſ W 
is another life, which 1s hid from the World, P! 
which moſt forget ; O think of that ! that's a lifeſ| fa! 
indeed, a life of joy,happineſs,& pleaſure ! deathſ] 511 
ſounds oft in the ears ; every paſſing bell tells youſi J9 
that your breath is going, and that your turn is}/ bo 
coming ; and all the Coffins that are carried by 
your doors, ſay, prepare, do your work quickly} fi: 
"twill ihortly be too late. But who underitandp 
the ineaning of this Preacher ? who takes any 
thought of another life, makes ready for death 
and looks into Eternity ? O Eternity ! Eternity | 
how rarely do Men think of Eternity ! O thaff 
now ſome would begin to be wiſe ! Do you think 
your Sun will never ſet ! will your ſands be ne 
ver run out? and do you know what dying Is 
- wha 


G9). 
windows ſhall be ſhut , and inſtead of the daugh- 


| tation and weeping. It may be death will lay 
| his coli hand firlt upon they feet, and bind them, 
|| and they are as cold as the earth; and what a 
| damp doth this put: upon thy ſpirit * and then' 
you cry, once more ſend for the Doctor, and he 
.þ comes in hafte. O Sir, a world for breath, half 
| my eſtate to preſerve my life a day or two long- 
| er; and what anſwer doth he make? Sir, 'tis 
| but a folly to flatter you ; all the art in the world 
will not keep you alive two hours longer z what 
did you fend for me for to a dead man ? and fo 
he flings away in a rage; and how doth the 
| fainting Patient hear ſuch tidings ! O what 
ſhall / do! what, will all forſake me? can no 
body help me? well, ſend for a Minifter, and 
what faith he; Sir, how have you lived ? did you 
pray in your Family ! do you know experimen- 
tally what Regeneration is ! what do you fay ? 
Sir, / donot underſtand that word ; What,did 
| you never hear a Sermon in your life ! were you 
i} bornin England? To be regenerated, is to be 
born again ; do you know what that is? O no; 
that's impoſhble ! Why then, Sir, you are in a 
| lamentable condition indeed ; you .cannot live 
vj an hour longer, and if you die in this ſtate, you 
| muſt go to Hell, as ſure as God is in Heayen:. 
 O how doth that word ſtrike the ManTto the 
| heart! and what a flame hath he within ! and 
what: horrour is his ſoul filled with !, It cannot 
be imagined what Aponies the ſoul as well as 
x the body now labours under. O that 7 might 
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then the keepers of the houſe will tremble, the 


| ters of Muſick , the voice of groaning , lamen- 


E: 2 die 
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die the death of the righteous! and are all my 


hopes come to this? woe, woe, woe to me poor 


wretch , whither am 7 now.going ? vvhere ſhall 
7 now dwell ? vvho ſhall be my companions for 
cver ? O that / had but now a little of that grace 
wvvhich 7 deſpiſed in others! but it's now too 
late! O my heart, 7am pained at my heart! O 


my breath, it 1s going, it is juita going! O what | 


ſhall 1 do! © 'tis too late ! - O what ſhall ------ 


And thus his breath goes, and his friends come 


round about him, and one lifts up his hand, and 


that falls down again like a log , and others feel 


upon his noſe, and there's no breath, and then | 


they ſay he isgone; and ſo one cloſeth his eyes, 
and others ſtrip him , and hay him out , and two 


days aſter he is put into the Grave : but where, | 


where is the ſoul ? And thus one goes after a- 
nother, and ſhortly all this Generation will be 


ſerved thus. And thou, O careleſs ſoul, as little | 


De IE IH 


as thou mindelt all this, it may be thou mayett be | 
the next, and what will become of thee, if death | 
take thce unprovided ? Now Sirs, what will you Þþ 
do? will you goon juſt as you did ? vvill you Þ 
put far from you the thoughts of the evil day ? F 
. will you ſhake off the ſenſe of this as ſoon as you | 
can? Tbelieve that this is none of the pleaſant- Þ 
elt diſcourſes to ſome of you : But 7 would have Þ 


you to know that my buſineſs 1s not to pleaſe þ 
your fancy, but to fave your ſouls, and to wake | 


you out of your dead ſleep; and if 7do but this, 


7 have enough. Once more therefore / muſt ask 
you what you intend to do ;. will you endeavour 
to live to Chriſt, that you may die in the Lord ? 
or will you do as others do, put off the mougey 
0 


(61) 
of theſe things till it be too late? Is this a que- 
{tion ſo hard to be anſwered? Well, me thinks 
the very looks of ſome of you ſpeak you to be 
Perſons reſolved, and by this time you are ready 


| toask how you ſhall do to be of this number 
| that ſhall die in the Lord , and be blefſed ; how 


| you may trade ſo as to get the moſt durable 


riches; and how you nuy live ſo as to gain by 
death ? In general 7 anſwer, if you would have 


| death gain, you mult live to Chriſt ; make it 


your work and buſineſs to ſecure an intereſt in 


| Chriſt; let rcligion run thorow all you do; (bur 


as LT CRP) 
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| for your fuller information in this matter , I ſhall 
| refer you to: the latter end of my Book of Ac- 
| quaintance with God, which is now reprinted) : at 


preſent, my advice ſhall be, that you vvould fol- 
low them, who thorow faith and patience are the 
inheriters of the promiſe; and propoſe to your 
felves the examples of the moſt eminent Chri- 
ſtians; ſuch as this precious young Mans, whoſe 


| Funeral Rites we are now ſolemnizing ; and be- 
| cauſe examples are very cogent, and afteX mot, 
{ more than precepts, 7 ſhall preſent you with an 
| account of ſome of this holy young Mans pra- 
| ices and expriences: Take them therefore as 
| 7 have gather'd them by my own experience and 
| intimate knowledge of him; andas I have col- 
| lected them out of many ſheets of his own wri- 
| tings. But let it not be thought, 7 tefeech you, 


that out'of cuitom or flattery, [ſpeak ſuch Fu- 


| neral Commendations; wvvere he but a Common 


Chriſtian , 7 vvould have forborn ſpeaking any 
thing of this nature, for fear of hardening fin- 
ners.- mult geal] plainly, 7 abnor that curſed 

| & 3 Hattery 
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flattery in commending all that are buried ; 83 
if to die, and to go to Heaven, wereall one, 1 
know many rotten Poſts are gilded ; many Se- 
pulchres that are full of Bones, and putrified 


fleſh, are painted; and many Profeſſors are ex- | 


tolled at their death, who did no good while 


they lived , except it were the giving ſome pit- Þ 
tifull pittance to the poor when they could keep Þ 
it no longer. 7 queſtion not but that thouſands Þ 
are praiſed upon Earth, that are condemned in 


Heaven; and many applauded for Saints, that Þ 


will be found among the Devils and damned. 


Expect it not therefore as a thing like to be u- 


ſual with me to commend dead Perſons. 


would judge none, ſo 7dare commend but few, þ 
This only by way of Apology. 7 ſhall come to 
the thing promiſed, to propoſe ſome imitable Þ 


paſſages of the life of T. 2. 


As IF 


$i] 


t 
: 
# 


1. He began to look Heaven-ward betimes ; | 


he was made to remember his Creator in the 


days of his youth ; his firlt convictions were at | 


: COIPHAR 


about twelve years old, but they had no abiding Þ 
impreſſion upon him ; the great work was begun Þ 


to purpoſe between ſeventeen and eighteen. 1Þ 


ſhall be the more brief here, becauſe you have 
the account more full from his own hand. The 


het; ut +4505 WF a6 3% 


change that was wrought upon him did expreſsÞ 


more of the power of Gcd, and the riches of 


his grace, than ordinary, The Lord made his| 
work upon him very clear and diſtin; for hef 


broke in upon his ſoul like an armed Man, and 
ſhook him terribly over Hell, and the terrours 
of God ſet themſelves in array againſt him , and 
the poiſon of his arrows drank vp his ſpirits 5,00 
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did appear in its colours to him”, as ugly as the 
D evil, and as dreadful as Hell it ſelf; fo that the 
foundation was laid in very deep humility, O 


then, how frightful a thing was fin, yea his be- 
| loved fin, the fin of gaming was made moſt 


. © loathſome and abominable ; to that, for that he 
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| loathed himfelf in duit and aſhes, and looked 
| upon himſelf as unworthy to tread upon God's 
| ground ; and had not God ordered it fo as that 
| the firſt Sermon he heard after this great con- 
| viction was upon that Scripture, 1 T1. I. i5. 
! he had even fallen into deſpair ; bit the thoughts 


of God's having mercy upon the chiefett of fin- 
ners, did a little ſuppott his foul, atid gave him 
hopes of a poſſibility of being ſaved. 

Z. This put him upon firong groans and 
Prayers, that the Lord would pitty him as ever 
he would pitty any poor Creature in the world ; 
O that he would pitty him ; haft thou not a 
bleſſing for me, O God, even for me ? what ſhall 
1do; now I am without God, Chriit; or Grace ; 
my condition is ſuch 7 cannot bear it, who can 
be contented to be damned! O pitty me, pitty 
me, dear Lord, 7 cannot telt what in the world 
to do ; mercy, mercy, mercy, or 7 an loft ; mercy 
ſpeedily, or / amloft ſor ever: And ſoheconfi- 
nued in 4 way of duty; reading, aftd praying and 
inquiring, and reſolving thus to do all his days ; 
and now farewet} wicked company, farewell 
ſports, and vanity, and idteneſs ; the great bufi- 
neſs of minding his fou} now fwaltlows him tp, 
and after «a while he hath a little more peace than 
he had ; but wpon further enquiry and waiting 
upon the means , he was convinced that all thi 

1 E 4 would 


(64) 


Chrift : And this brings me to the next thing. 

9. He vvas dceply convinced of the abſolute 
neceſſity and excellency of Chriſt, and brought 
 offfrom his own righteouſneſs, to high prizings 
and admirings of Chriſt ; take his own vvords ; 


< And is it true indeed, hath Chriſt done and ſuf- Þ 
© fered ſuch things for thee ? O my poor ſinful, Þ 
< vile, odious polluted foul ! and vvhat z wilt not Þ 
* thou love himnow? O think a little vvbat put þ 
< him upon all this, vvas it any ſelf-intereſt, is he | 


© any gainer by thee, he got nothing but grief, 
© pain and death. O my ſoul, it was free, pure 


<and undeniable loye, that cauſed him to do | 


<and ſuffer vvhat he did ; conſider again, O my 


* ſoul, what cauſe was there that he ſhould make Þ 
< thee a partaker of the benefit of his blood, ||: 
© yvhat waſt thou, Oh a moſt loathſome ſinner, | 
< and what wilt thou not yet love him? O Lord, | 
*T amaſhamed of my own heart, that 7 cannot | 
* raiſe it to the higheſt pitch of admiration of Þ 


© that infinite boundleſs love. O love, love,love; 
£Q that 7 could loye thee, O Lord, 7 would 


* fain be ſick of love; O that 7could dye ſick of | 


* loveto thee; O that could feel thee warming 
* my heart with that quickning blood which thou 
©ſ\heddeſt upon the Croſs; O what love 1s like 
©to that; O my ſoul, it was ſhed tor thee who 
© yvas an enemy, a rebel, a deſpiſer of Chriſt ! 
*awake O bleſſed ſpirit and blow upon my ſoul, 
© and kindle a fire which may burn with love: tg 
* Chriſt, to all Eternity. Amen, Amen, © : 
4. He did upon this in a ſerious and: folemn 
mafiner give up himſelf to the Lord jn a Cove: 
| f F _ 


would not do vvithout the Righteauſneſs of 
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nant, (1 ſhall not repeat the words of this' Co- 
venant, becauſe they are taken verbatim out of 
my Book of acquaintance- with God) and he 
ſubſcribed his name to it, and kept is as a witneſs 
before the Lord, and to quicken his own ſoul to 
amore cloſe walking with God according to the 


; Articles of that Covenant. 


5. After he was gone thus far, his bowels be- 


| gan to yern over his Chriſtleſs friends; fome of 
| which (I perceive by his letters ) began to abuſe 
| him for his ſeriouſneſs, and to deride his ſtrit- 


neſs , and jeer at his holineſs; ſhall I give you 
a taſte of his ſpirit, 7 cannot doit in warmer 


{ words than his own which are as followeth. —— 
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, © Yours I received, but whether 7 dare to thank 
| ©you for it, / know not, for truly I cannot ex- 
| *preſs the trouble that hath ſince ſeized upon 
{my ſpirit; O poor ſoul, what ſhall I ſay unto 
| * thee ? O my howels, my bowels, they yern to- 


*wards thee ; I am pained,yea 7 am pained while 
©I think'upon thy condition ; what ſhall 7 do for 


{© thee, what ſhall 7 ſay unto thee ? 7 could be 
{© contented that theſe Lines were writ with my 
{© very heart blood,ſo that they might affe thee z 


<Q) / hadrather die than receive another ſuch 


{* Letter from you. T could not relifh it , it was 
I* bitter, 7 could not ſee the name of dear Jeſus 
I< in it , ------how can I think of your blind ſuper- 
I ſtition, and not mourn and lament over a dead 


*ſoul! yoaſay. you are ſorry, and you are trou- 
© bled. . What is the matter, are you ſorry that [ 
* ſhould concern my felf about my ſoul, and a- 
* bout yours, ?--- you would not trouble your ſelf 
* about theſe things now, if not now, I pray _ 
WP Em 6 wi 
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< will you, at the hour of Death, at the Day of 
£ Judgement, O then it will be too late; O now 
< or never, delays are dangerous. O Eternity, 
*Eternity' O where ſhall yours and my Soul 
< dwell to all Eternity. Oh, either in Heaven, 
<or in Hell; either with Chriſt or Devils, the 
* Soul that fins ſhall die ; your debt is great, the 

© juſtice of God muſt be ſaitsfied , and nothing 

©can do it but the blood of Jeſus; O for this 
© precious Jeſus, make not light of Chriſt ; he is 
© precious, he is altogether lovely ; 7 would notÞþ , 
* for ten thouſand worlds quit my ſhare in him, 
<and in that which is the matter of your fear ;Þ ; 
<youcomplain that I have left the ways of out ; 
© fore-fathers—— 7 fear you take the ſhadow fot} 
© the ſubſtance 3 what is the Croſs in Baptiſm, | ” 
< without the Baptiſm of the Spirit z what goodſ} R 
< will the bowing at the name of Jeſus do them, x, 
© which perſecute him in his members, and haveſh T 
© him not formed in their hearts —— O that God c1 
* would cut aſunder your falſe hopes; if. ChriltÞ c 
< were in you, you would rejoyce to think thatfy « 
© he hath been at work in my foul 3; was 7 bornfſÞ 
< with theſe principles which you read in my laſt 
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< Letters, / am ſure 7 was once of an other mind - 
© than now /am ; but bleſſed;yea admired be free} q; 
© srace, which hath made me to difter from my ,, 
© ſelf and others. 7 am afraid you underſtand} p. 
* not my meaning , when / ſpeak of love to Golf ;- 
* and Regeneration; as long as '7 only concern} ;þ 
©ed my ſelf about the World, and not my foul | .. 
©you kindly entertained my Letters; but nc ” 
© fooner did 7 ſpeak of repentance, and the aff ,, 
*fairs of our poor never-dying fouls, but thei ., 
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£ you are troubled, and cannot bear it. 7 tell 
£ you, / lay dead almoſt eighteen years, and then 
© 7 had a gracious wound from my dear God, 
£ which made me cry out, Where am 7, 1am un- 
| <done. 7am undone, my fin will damne me. O 
| © what ſhall 7 do for a Chriſt ! ----And at this rate 
he goes on writing many Letters, which did all 
{ breath a divine ſpirit. 
| 6. Hewasvery ſpiritual in his diſcovrſe, and 
| by that he put life into moſt of them that con- 
| verſed with him 3 how helpful was he to young 
)Þ Chriſtians! how ready to hearten them up in 
| the wayes of God , and how able to diſcover to 
Þ them the policies of Satan! he was ſcarce in his 
'Þ element, but when he was doing or receiving of 
"| good; he ſtudied Mr. Herbere Palmer's little 
d { Book about making Religion ones buſineſs, and 
| he did in a great meaſure put it into practice : 
{ To uſe his own expreſſion, '/ did, faith he, 
! <labour to ſpiritualize common action, and to 
? <ſerve God in ſerving my Maſter with diligence, 
| © cheerfulneſs and faithfulneſs. : O what reſort 
il was there of young ones to him for direction 
"* and advice in things which they did not think 
it ſo fit to trouble their Paſtor with ; and how 
did he endeavour to ſeaſon his fellow-ſervants 
with grace. When he went to any of his Maſters 
Patients, how diligent in uſing of means fo” their 
recovery ; and how careful to drop ſomething 
that might tend to the health of their ſouls : and 
as he had opportunity amongſt the weaker and 
poorer fort, he would pray with them ; and O 
with what vchemency of ſpirit, with what flu- 
gncy of expreſhon, and with what mighty aWe- 
77 ; | ONS 
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Hjons would he do it? I need not tell ſome of 


you, how helpful he hath been to the bodies and 
touts of the ſick ; and upon this account he look- 
ed upon it as @ great mercy that the Lord had 
called him to ſuch an employment, wherein he 
hath ſuch ſingular advantages to deal with poor 
Souls about the affairs of Eternity : I queſtion 


not, but there are ſome ſtanding here that have 


cauſe to bleſs God that ever they ſaw his face; 


and 7 believe that ſome of you that are young Þ 


and poor, will quickly and dearly miſs him. 
7, He was exceedingly raiſed in duty, and one 


that enjoyed rare communion , intimacy and ac- 
quaintance with God ; and for about 5. moneths Þ 
(as his own Papers ſhew) together, he rarely | 
came into the Preſence of God, but he went a-|Þ 
way with ſome ſpecial tokens of his love; fo 


that he faid , he could have been contented to 


have left the World at a quarter of anhours 
warning: Hear how his Papers ſpeak; 'MyPF 
* ſoul continued (if my heart do not mightily | 


edeceiveme) in a thriving condition for five 


* mpneths. O the comforts that 7 then had, they | 
care unſpeakable z I ſeldome went to duty, but Þ 
<carryed my dear Saviour, and brought him a- F 
eway with me; every Ordinance was a vifit of | 
« Jove; my love to Jeſus Chriſt, and his mem- | 
© bers, where ever / ſaw them, was not to be ex- þ 


epreſf:d; what hatred to fin , what Zeal for 
God's glory, vvhat yerning of bowels towards 
< poor ſouls in the ſtate of ' nature,” how beauti- 
© ful were the feet of the Embaſfadors of peace , 
© what a fulneſs and ſweetneſs did '/ then ſee and 
* fel in Chriſt, eyer bungring after him , and e- 
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| - ver ſatisfied with him, and him alone ? what af. 


« fections God-ward, vvhat deſpiſing of viſibles, 
© yvhat deep apprehenſions of the Majeſty and 
c Attributes of God ; how did 7 vvalk unweari- 
cedly with him, how did 7 rejoyce before him 
cyvith fear, and. truſt: filjally in him vvith trem- 
©bling ! O what watchfulneſs over my thoughts, 
Cyvords and actions: Indeed 7 was often affault- 
«ed; but 1 had a faithful Centinel vvhich would 
© $ive Vvarn lg , and admit of none but ſuch as 
Cyvere friends to the Lord Jeſus; - vvhat low 


© thoughts had 7 of my ſelf, and high prizings of 


canaked Chriſt! Oh Sir, in one vvord, / made 


| <Religion my bufineſs, and vvas taken np vvith 
|< that which concerned the glory of God ; ever- 
Þ © ry grace vvas at {trife which ſhould excel other 
Þ <initsatings; / could never go to Market, but 
! © I could experience returns of Grace and Mer- 
|*cy. Inthis 7 have not varied two vvords from 


his own vvritings, in a Letter that he gave me; 


| vvherein he did greivouſly bewail the leaſt de- 
| partures of his heart from God, as you ſhall hear 


in the next. | 
8. He took ſpecial notice of his own heart, 


{ and did mightily bewait any dceclinings from 
| that vigour that ſoraetimes he had; and here 7 
| ſhall again uſe his vvords as they follow ------ Bur 
| © this did not continue long, it was as a calm be- 
| © fore a ſtorm, for ſoon after (my time being al- 


© moſt out) 1 began to have: fome thoughts of 
© my ſetting up, and entring into the world ; but 
© Thadno ſooner -imbraced the motion; but that 
© very day 7 felt a; change in my poor foul, +zz. 
*a too too much letting out my thoughts upon 
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©it, which I moſt perceived in duty, and the De- 


© vil, who long waited his opportunity, did then, 
©lam afraid, not only parley, but get entrance, 
* through the treachery and deceitfulneſs of my 
* wretched heart ; & he told me,that that / might 
< lawfully ſettle my mind upon this, it being 
© buſineſs of great concernment , and that it 
< would be but a little while, and then 7 ſhould 
* return to my former temper in ſpiritual mat- 
© ters ; upon thoſe deluſions my ſilly heart gave 
« way, and 7 found too much willingneſs of ſoul 
* to place its concerns in that matter ; and fo / 
© laying down my watch, ſoon loft my former ex- 
< pertences, and every day I found my comforts 


© on the ebbing hand , 7 ſecretly departed from|þ « 


< God, and darkened the light of his countenance, 
< that did ſhine ſometimes upon my ſoul ; and had 


© not infinite grace put a feafonable word jinto| 


©your mouth to prevent me, how had I fallen, 
* and whither had / gone? F7 could not have 


< thought it poſſible that ever my heart ſhould} 


< decline ſo ſtrangely as it did. I that formerly 
*could ſerve my Maſter faithfully, cheerfully, 
<and comfortably, did it grutchingly , and not 
© out of love ;though I never fell fo far, (through 
© grace) as to neglect any thing of his bufinefles; 
Cyet I loſt the right principles of action, and 
© the art of ſpiritualizing of civil affairs; and 
< this laſted for about three moneths; It is fearce 
©to be thought what perplexities / brought my 


© ſelf into, by my back-ſliding from God ;- F have| 


© not time to declare things, and had 7, it would 
© be very unwelcome to you; true, 7 hope 7did 
< enjoy fome communion with God, when: 7 was 
* engaged 
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«engaged in duties, eſpecially in that to be admi- 
© red Ordinance of the Sacrament and Prayer ; 
* but yet my camforts and duty ufually ended 
© together ; I hope the experience that 1 have 
*had of the treachery of my own heart, will 
* make me carry a fence of my weakneſs and fol- 
*ly, ſo as to thorw my ſelf whol:y upon the 
© wiſdom of God ——— | have thus opened my 
* ſoul to you, O'that the Lord who firſt for his 
© own name fake fhewed mercy to me when I 
© deſerved none, would now look upon me in my 
{low cftate, and conſult the fame bowels of pi- 
«ty and compaſſion, which are infinite paſt the 
© fins of finite creatures; O that he would heal 


| * my back ſlidings, and love me freely: God is 


* the fame, and changeth not, and my hopes are, 
5 that he will again return and viſit my Soul in 
© mercy —»— Aﬀter this the Lord was pleaſed to 
come in again, and he found his former comforts 
in ſome meaſure returning , after a great deal of 


| pains with his own heart, and wreftling with 


God : Hear what language he begins to ſpeak 
again. 

. Bleffed be God for what I do enjoy, it is ten 
* thouſand times more than I deferve; | hope the 
* dew of the Sanctuary doth oft refreſh me, and 
* the blood of Jeſus is wy cordial ; when I fit at 
© his Table he vifits me, and his banner over me 
is love; I may fpeak it to the glory of rich 
* grace, that my heart is in a better frame than 
*it was; andFam more free from diſtractions' in 
* duty, but yet 7 am far from that frame that I 
* was once in-z my diftemper, it lyeth in- a wane 
*of thoſe ſRrong affections to God + and: _ 

| | Whic 
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* which hath made me ſo filent to you is the fear 
© of hyprocriſie 3 leſt my tongue ſhould at any 
© time out-reach my heart. 7 might be far larger, 
and yet ſpeak none but his words; this I think 
may prove that he was a very curious obſerver 
of his own ſoul, and took notice of the leaſt de- 
partures of his heart from God, or God's ab- 
{enting of himſelf from him. 7 might tell you 
what paihs he took to prepare for the Sacrament, 
and what exactneſs he uſed afterwards in taking 
notice how his ſoul was affected; and when it 
was not raiſed, what care did he uſe till he found 
a freſh warmth, heat and life animating of him; 
1 might tell you how frequent he vvas in that 
rare duty of Meditation; 7 ſpeak not this vvith- 
out book, many ſheets of his Meditations which 
Thave by me , ſhew that he vvas no ſtranger to 
thoſe ſpiritual duties, which few underitand , 
and fewer practiſe. 4 

9. He was greatly deſirous to be reproved and 
vvatched over ; that of the Pſalmiſt was oft in his 
mouth, and vvritten in his Letter : Let the Righ- 
teous ſmite me, and it ſhall be a kindneſs ; and let 
him, reprove me, and it ſhall be excellent Oyl, 
vvhich ſhall not break my head. 

10. He vvas much exerciſed in a&ts of morti- 
fication and ſelf-denyal, he laboured to keep un- 
der his body, to have-the command of his paſſi- 
ons and affections, very temperate, drinking vva- 
ter, CFC. 

11, He vvas frequently praiſing of God, and 
ſpeaking vvell of his ways; indeed his deport- 
ment vvas ſuch, that he credited Religion, and 
commended the ſervice of his great Maſter, = 
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made People to believe that Religion was arr ex- 
cellent thing, and he juſtified wiſdom, and was - 
able to ſay. her ways were plcaſantneſs, and her 
paths peace. : 

12. He was a very. good Husband of time, 
one would wonder, how one could roule over ſuch 
a deal of buſineſs as he did ,, not in the leaſt ne- 
oleRing his Maſters affairs,and yet that he ſhould 
write ſuch-packets of Letters, and pen ſo'many 
Meditations, and be fo very helpful to' his Bre- 
thren the young Men :: How many Books did he 
read over, and-read them to-the purpoſe; fo -as 
to make them his own, ſome of them five or fix 
times over, and if he had no company to. diſ- 
courſe with, - when he went abroad, he” lookt oft 
into his Pocket Book, which was called, A7#king 
Religion ones buſineſs. LO ITT? 

13. He had a ſtrong affection for the. faithfuk 
Miniſters of Chriſt, & was ſo concerned whenthe 
Cloud began to. threaten them, that he ingaged_ 
all the Prayers he could for them, that the Lord 
would blow over this ſtorm ; and I am-ready to 
hink, that this might haſtenhis end. | 
14, He was greatly afraid of ſpritual pride ; 
o this end, he:defired me to keep a watch over 
im, and beſeeched me to diſcover .it to him, 
vhen I did at any time diſcern the actings-of -it ; 
but though he-had great*parts-and gifts above his | 
age ; yet thefence of former fins, and his curious 
3 ſpbſervance of his heart, and the ſence of free 

Srace kept him very low. y . 
J 15. He ſeemed to: 'be. poſſeſſed with the 
houghts of Deathand'Efernity. He had a firong 
mpreſſion-uponchis ſpirit, of the- nearneſs-of -his 
| | ens 
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end for about half a. year before he dyed. And, 

16. He was much above the fears of Death, 
and from a deep ſence of the reality of inviſibles, 
and his propricty in them; he thought long for 
. poſſeſſion; and he could ſay, 7defire to be diſ- 
ſolved, and to be with Jeſus. 

On the Lords Day before he dyed, he was in 
an extafic of comfort, and felt what thoſe joyes 
( unſpeakable in believing ) meant; in former 
times he had great manifeitations of Gods love, 
but they never brokeiinto his ſoul with ſuch pow- 
er, and clear evidence as then; he had as it 
were a proſpect of glory, and ſome foretaſtes of 
that happineſs that was prepared for him before 
the foundation of the World; and O how didfj 
his heart even leap within him, to think that 
within a little while he ſhould fully and eter- 
—_— enjoy, what he now had alittle glynpſe 
Of. ------ 

Upon A/undayT went to viſit him, and found it 
 himin a very ſweet frame, ſo taken up with Heaſ| , 
ven, that he did even wonder at himſelf, I am T 
( ſaith he) ſo overcome with the love of Chrilty , 
and the glory of Heaven, that all manner offf , 
fear is hid from mine-eyes, and I cannot ſo much, 
as think of Hell; or if I do, it is with joy thatf, | 
there is no condemnation to them which are in 
Chriſt Jeſus: But, what do you think of theſe 
things, is it poſſible that they ſhould be deluſi Gl 
ons ? O Sir, Ibeſeech you be faithful to my ſoul 
and tell me, as you willanſwer it-at the Bar ol 
God; what you judge .of- iny ſtate? I would no}, 
for a World be now ina fools Paradiſe; and, 
then he told me his experiences, and; intreate} P 
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me to ſearch and try him, and again, and again, + 


he expreſſed his great joy under the apprehenfi- 


ons of death, and that glorious Eternity that he 


was paſiing into; - 'I deſired earneſtly to dif- 


* courſe with you (ſaid he) becauſe I expect to 


* loſe the uſe of my Reaſon, and am not like to 
* be capable of ſpeaking my mind. to you here- 


* after, and then he intreated me togive him a - 


* Funeral Sermon. And all this he ſpoke with 
as much cheerfulneſs as can well be imagined, 
ſpeaking of death as the moſt deſirable thing ; 
© Q, faith he, that 7 were but ten times ſicker, 
* T long todie, Tam ill; but 7 would be ill to 
* purpoſe ; O Dear Jeſus, 7 long to be with thee; 

Upon Tueſday, his diſtemper grew much up- 
on him, and began a little at times to impair his 
intellequals, and yet by fits he would ſpeak ex- 
cellently of the things of God : Being asked whe-' 


ther he was willing to die, he anſwered; That 


© Eternity was too little for him to praiſe God in 
© for his rich mercy to ſuch a poor Creature as 
© he was, that the Lord ſhould prepare ſuch ar 
© inheritance amonsg{t the Saints in glory for him, 
© and that his life was hid with Chrilt ; and that: 
* when Chriſt, who was his life, ſhould appear; 
© he alſo ſhould appear with him in glory : This 
morning he prayed for, and exnorted tnoſe tha? 
were in the Family, to prepare to meet him in 
Gary. TRE F 

Upon Wedzfday, when he had any intermif- 
fions, he broke out into ſuch , expreſhons as 
theſe. 'Dear Jefus, what art thou doing, pre- 


: ' oi : 
© paring Manſions for me? I am coming ſwee? 


T 2 Jeſus, 
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e while, a little thread, and when that is cut, I 
< ſhall be ſafe in glory. Being very ill, he ſaid 
© What if I ſhould live two honrs, or two days, 
< What is that to a glorious Eternity ? Death, 
< What is it but a Porter to open Heaven-Gate 
< for me? ----- - What is all the World compared 
<-to that Crown which I ſhall receive ? -----:---- 
Being asked how he did, he anſwered very well; 
one ſtanding byſaid, no, you are very ill; he rc- 


| plyed, I know I am very fick, but I fay I am 
well, becauſe I am as God would have me be. 


When I came to him in the afternoon, I found 
him exceding ill, and betraying ſome weakneſs 
in his intellectuals; and his diſcourſe being very 
impertinent, I ſaid tohim, your language was 
wont to be ſpiritual, but now you forget your 
ſelf; It is true Sir, ſaid he, but you know what 
© the condition of my body now is , blefſed be 
© God the root of the matter is in me.After this,he 
was very ſtill and quiet whilt I read to him, and 
ſeemed to be much pleaſed at the reading. of the 
fifty fourth, and fifty fifth of 7/aiah, and gave a 
very rational account of any ſpiritual queſtion 
that was put to him, and very deſirous that | 
ſhould pray with him. 

Upon Tharſday, becauſe of extraordinary bu- 
_ of: my own, 7 could not be preſent with 
um. 

Upon Fryday, he was taken ſpeechleſs for ma- 
ny hours together, but according to our Prayers 
at laſt he recovered the uſe of his reaſon mot 
than before, and could ſpeak that we might well 

underſtand him; then 7asked him how he did 
hi 
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he anſwered me, Szill alive ----- Aﬀter a confider- 


able pauſe, he cryed out, Gracions Father, thy 
will, be done. Then 7 opened ſeveral Scriptures to 
him, which ſpeak the blefled ſtate of Saints in a- 
nother World, and when 7 asked him whether 
he did underſtand me; He anſwered, Yes, Yes, 
and wept ſeveral times for joy. Now the Symp- 
toms of death approaching come upon him, ſcarce 
any pulſe, and a dying ſweat and the laſt words 
that Theard him ſpeak, were Glory, Glory, ------» 
After that, he continued in very great Agonies, 
and his pangs were {trong, till about 11 of the 
Clock, then he ſlept in Jeſus : Being exceeding- 

ly lamented by the young Men of his Society, 

many of which were about him, 
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An Account of God's Deal- 


ings with this young man, betore 
and at his Converſion, with ſome 
Remarks upon the ſame ; as 12 was 
Delivered to me under his own 
hand ( after I had diſcourſzd with 
him.) by way of Dialogue be- 
tween a Miniſter and himielt:; 


{Ag Hat ought to be '\the 
great care and duty of 

every profeſſing Chri- 
ſtan in theſe our days ? 
Covert. Pray What 
may be the Reaſon of 


Afiniſter, Rd 


this your Queſtion ? 

Mn. ] have very many Reaſons, but one is 
this, Becauſe it is daily ſeen, that very many 
who have made great profeſſion of Religion, 
and are accounted amongſt the wiſe Virgins, 
fall away, which 1s very ſad to conſider; and I 
fear that the Reaſon is, becauſe there is not 
that care taken about the ſtite of their Souls 

F 4 which 
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which there ought to be, now I pray you anſwe 
me my Queſtion, viz. What ought, &c. 
' Conv, With reſpet to the former, It ought 
to be every Chriitians great care to examine 
himſelf whether he be in the ſtate of grace or 
no, and which way the Lord was pleaſed to bring 
him into that blefſed condition; fith it is to 
be feared, the want of this is the great and 
chief cauſe of Mans Apoſtaſie from Religion ; 
for had he ever been truly wrought upon by the 
ſpirit of God, had his convictions (which more 
or leſs all have had) turned to a true Converſion, 
and had his pangs of ſorrow for fin, but brought 
torth regencration, then ſurely he would have 
been in ſuch an eftate, from which all the ma- 
lice of the powers of darkneſs could not have 
drawn him. | | 
71, The Anſwer doth ſomewhat ſavour of 
Sooaneſs, and that you underſtand with your 
heart, what you expreſs with the tongue; con- 
verſion or regeneration is a mighty work; and 
on whomſoever it is truly wrought, that Perſon 
can ſay ſomewhat more or leſs concerning the na- 
ture of it, -and how it was wrought in his ſoul ; 
if the Lord hath in any meaſure revealed him- 
ſelf to you in this way, let me intreat you (both 
tor your own ſouls good, and perhaps other ſouls 
g00d, but cheifly that the Lord may thereby 
be glorified) to let me know the time and man- 
ner of his drawing you to himſelf, by bis un- 
ſpeakable love and mercy? © - | 


Conv. Oh: Bleſſed be God that he hath *% 


pened the heart of his faithful Miniſter to de- 
mand ſuch a matter of ſuch a poor wretch asT 
So a -”- . an; 
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am; Oh what am1 that I ſhould be examined, 
inſtructed and confirmed, about the matters of 
my eternal, precious, and never-dying ſoul ? Oh 
that the Lord would fo enable me in this great 
work, that I may not be found to lye againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, by adding to, or diminiſhing from 
what I have found ; but that I may have my heart 
and Conſcience witneſſing within me, that theſe 
following things are ſo indeed. 

Min. T am glad to hear what you have ſaid, 
and the Lord bring all things concerning our pre- 
ſent work into your remembrance, that his Name 
may be glorified, and your Soul much comfor- 
ted, and to this end it will be requiſite to de- 
mand of you, What condition are you in by na- 
ture ? | 
Conv. O Sir, a rebel to my God, a ſlave to my 
luſt, a prodigal to my Father, an alien from the 
Common-Wealth of Iſrael ; In ſhort, had I dy- 
ed in my natural ſtate ; I had been eternally mi- 
ſerable, Foh# 3. 3. except, Sc, 

Ain, How long did you continue in that de- - 
_ plorable condition ? | 

Conv. Oh too too long, but yet bleſſed be God, 
and admired be free Grace, that it was no long- 
ger, it was as near as I can gueſs eighteen years 
and a few days, when the Lord did incline my 
heart in good earneſt to ſeek the things of its e- 
verlaſting peace. | 

Min, Well, and how then did the Lord be- 
gin with you; were your eyes never opened 
to ſee your loſt undone condition befote that 
time ? 
Conv, Oh yea, when I was twelve or thir- 
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ten years of age, the Lord diſcovered my con- 


dition ſo much to me, that 7 did then firmly be- 


tieve, all that ard ſerve the Lord were in a very 
bleſſed and happy eitate, let what come as could 
come they were happy; and likewiſe, that if 7 
ſhoul2 then have dyed, 7 ſhould have been cter- 
nally miſcrable, having no hopes in Chrift ; nei- 
ther did 7 iu that condition expect any benefit 
by him; and as / very well remeraber, the Lord 
made the thoughts of death ſo terrible, that / 
could not cnaure to think of it , but yet it came 
fo much in my mind, and did fo terrifie me, that 
I cannot expreſs how 7 did dread to think of it, 
but this worked nothing in me:But (Oh with hor- 
rour and amazement be it ſpoken) 7was willing 
then to £o to Hell,and did rejoyce in that 7 could 
quell my gripes of Conſcience, by thinking that 
} ſhould be as well able to endure the flames of 
Hell, and the frowns of an angry God, as any 
of them all, and that 7 ſhould have company e- , 
nough there ; and ſo did rejoyce, becauſe 7 was 


willing to be damned, willing to be damned ; 


how, what did 7 ſay ? but ſurely, / was not : Oh 
my Soul, how can it be ? make anſwer ; was it 
ſo? Yes, and was 7: Uh was Jindecd willing ta 
to. be damned ? Oh the height, and length, and 
bredth, and depth of the love, and goodneſs, and 
Jong-ſuffering patience of an offended and highly 
provoked God, that 7 was not then thrown into 
Hell indeed ; but that he ſhould ſuffer ſuch ftub- 
ble as / was to be in his fight, and that the Fire of 
his Jealoufie had not conſumed me as in..&mp- 
ment, but ſtill 7 went on in fin, as if I would not 
have lex God alons till ke had damned meq> 
. = AM. 
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Ain, By what you have ſaid, 7 perceive then 

ou were throughly convinced of the neceſſity 
of holineſs, and of leaving your ins, and ſer- 
ving the Lord ; and that there muſt be Regene- 
ration wrought in you, before Glorification could 
be hoped for by you ; but furcly being convin- 
ced of the blefſed condition of the godly, you 
could not but ſometimes wiſh your ſelf in their 
condition; how did you carry your ſelf under 
this, did you reſolve that you would never be as 
they were ? 

Conv, Truly, many times 7 would have been 
lad to have been in their condition, but 7 was 
ſo glued to the World and yay Sins, that 7 could 
not endure to think of leaving them, yet (to my 
beſt remembrance) 1 never reſolved, that if 7 
ſhould live never ſo long, 7 would not repent; | 
but that after 7 had gotten a great cſtate in the 
World, and was grown old, and were as it were 
uncapable of taking any more delight in theſe 
things below, that then 7 would have fect out 


towards Heaven: and Oh 7 cannot bur think 


( and dcfire with fear and trembling to think ) 
what a loathſome Sacrifice 7 ſhould then have 
been, even ſtunk in God's Noſtrils, when 7 had 
given the marrow, and fatneſs and ſtrength of 
my body to the Devil; then 7 ſhould have had 
juit cauſe to fcar the Lord would have buried 
me out of his {ight; Oh 7 fay, 7 aid in the 
Devils- ſervice ſo long, that 7 ſmelt fo of Fire 
and Brim{tone, / mean of Sin, that had not the 
Body of a Crucified Advocate Jeſus Chriſt, as 
a. Vail, ſtood between the Juſtice of God, and 
wy guilty Soul, certainly he would ſoon have 
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drawn out a bill of indictment againſt me, and 
have ſent me away with a Go ye Curſed. 

Ain, By what you have ſaid, I perceive you 
lay under Convictions for about Six Years, with 
very little grief or ſorrow for fin, but although 
you knew what you were to do, yet you did 
not do what you did know.7 will ask you but-one 
queſtion more, before 7:ome to the chief point 
in hand, and that is this, What duties you en- 
Saged in to this time, and how you carried your 
felt under them ? 

\ Conv. Now, even now, T begin to revolt 
from my promiſe : but that 7 may ( if poſſible ) 


debaſe my ſelf belqy the vileit Creature in the 


World, 1will declare ſomething , and enough 
to make your very Hair to ſtand on end ; and Oh 
that the Lord would now make me ſo refle& 
upon my ſelf, that 7 may abhor my wretched 
ſelf in duſt and aſhes! for (Oh Lord) if this 
will not , what will ? for the greater part of that 
x years I lived without Prayer and Readings 
tne Scripture, but ſeldom miſſed hearing, by rea- 
ſon of my civil education; and as to Prayer 
( but why ſhould I call it ſo ) ſcarce ever did] 
achre tnat the Lord ſhould hear me; nay I did 
often in my heart defire to the contrary ; nay 
more , when IThave been upon my Knees, and 
my Contcience hath conſtrained me to ſay Pray- 
er, I have ſuddenly received an inward motion 
to this effect, that God at that time was a mind- 


ins other affairs, and that then T might to Bed, 


and He not mind me; at which motion I did, 


and fo left off for that time, and at all times, 
;erformed them againſt my will; Oh horrible 
| Eo Blaſphe 
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Blaſphemy ; what, not God ſee!  Ohit was a 


wonder of wonders, that God ſhould then. have 
endured to ſce me any longer out of Hell : 
(Oh infinite patience) as for reading, I got 
little good by it, and defired to get lets ; and as 
for hearing, I muſt confeſs that thoſe Arrows. 
ſhot at a venture; God did cauſe them ſo many 
times to hit, yca, and pierce too, tiat it buſied 
both me and the Devil, to get them out again, 
and to heal the wounds ; but uſually I fixed my. 
mind upon ſomewhat elſe, ſo that I ſeldome let 
any ſentence ſink too deep into my heart; yea, 
once the Devil and my own wicked heart did fo 
far prevail, that 1 was fully reſolved, and in 


plain, but damnable terms, I did even curſe 


God, and as it were bid defiance to all his Or- 
dinances, and did rejoyce that I had my tongue 
and conſcience ſo much at command ; (Oh, and 
how can I hold: my Pen to write this! where- 
fore do I not fall down, and become nothing 
before the Lord of Glory, againſt whom thus I 
have blaſphemed ; but truly I would not have 
revealed this, had I not ſuch a place as the 12. 
of Matthew, and the 31 Verſe, to make to for 
a refuge.) After this I was wont to put that 
ſolemn Ordinance of Prayer to do the ſaddeſt 
ſervice in the world ; and that frequently, (O 
pitty, pitty it had ſuch a cruel Maſter) an1 that 
was, I uſed it not to help me to deſtroy ſin, but 
made it -a greater cauſe and means of my fſin- 
ning ; for I had got the damnable Art (as they 
ſay, the Papilſts have at this.day, only I did not 
get ſo much by it as their Father-Confeffors 
40) that if I had ſaid but two or three ſhort 

| F jactyl- 


Ejaculations, not with half the Devotion that 
a Pater Noſter is ſaid; yea, 1ſay, Thad got that 
curſed Art to reilt all gripes of Conſcience , 
and to, ſin freely for a Moneth or more; and 
when Conſcience would let me alone no long- 
er, then to Prayer again, Oh Adamantine heart, 
or rather ſtone, that can{t hold out to write 
theſe things, and not to quake and tremble ! And 
now, De his quid dicam ? theſe are the Peccara 
peccatorum z but what, 1s that ſoul ſtill alive that 
hath done theſe things ? what, ſhall a poor worm 
curſe God, and not die ? What, blaſpheme the 
Ordinances of the Almighty, and itill live ? ſure 
the Jealouſie of a Holy God will not ſuffer ſuch 
a wretch to be in his ſight : But tell me, is this 
Man alive? Or hath the Earth ſwallowed him 
up? Or the flames of Hell caught hold of him ? 
Certainly had he thus offended his fellow-worms, 
- they could not have born it; and can 7 think 
that God will fuffer ſuch a Man, nay rather De- 
vil incarnate, to live in his fight? O my Soul, 
make anſwer ; what, alive ? yes, yes, but how is 
he? Hathhe not his Conſcience ſeared ? and is 
not his condemnation ſealed within himſelf ? 
and what, doth he not look with horrour and « 

mazement for the great Day of the Lord ? No, 

Tay: hopes :re to the contrary :-' Nay, 7 hope, 

and not without cauſe, that him hath the Lord 

ſet a part for himſelf and to his poor foul hath 

he ſhewed ſuch mercies, that it will make all that 

hear of it to admire, and toſay, What is man 
that thou ſhouldit be mindful of him ? But thar 
the Lord ſhould pitty ſuch a loathſome Crea- 

ture as this, and ſhould ſay to fach a vile brat 
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ten wallowing 1n its blood, live; Oh come, 


| come unto me all ye that fear the Lord ; O come 


unto me, and I will tell you what he hath done for 
my ſoul; he that is Mighty hath done for me 
great things, yea almolt incredible things, and 
Holy is his Name. ; 

Ain, Well (poor foul) 7 will no longer detain 
thee concerning theſe things, but now you have- 
ing given me a very doleful account of your long 
convictions, yet ſtill lying bound with the chains 


_ of fin, and under the command of. Satan, which 
| doubtleſs had it gone no farther, but you had en- 


ded your life before the Lord had turned your 
convictions into converſion, it would have prov- 
ed ſuch a worm, that would to all Eternity have 


gnawed thy Conſcience, ſo that the pains would 


have been intolerable; but (bleed be God) Z 
am in great hopes to hear that from you, which 
will put me out of fear, and give me cauſe to ad- 
mire the goodneſs and power of God : -Be very 
careful to keep your heart from pride, and not 
to attribute any thing to your own goounels, but 
to admire the grace of God, and give glory to 
him, and him «lone. 

Conv, Oh (dear friend) for ſoT will call yor,, 
and all that gives me counſel about the good 


of my never-dying-Soul, TI am glad that the Lord 


hath put. this into. your heart, and 7 do beg 
your Prayers to God, that he would iti} kum- 
ble me more and more ; for 7am farepride is a 


weed that will grow in the beit Garden, muc't 


more in mine, which is a barren, yet weedy ſoil ; 
but 7 have not done with all my ſoul-abafing 
conſiderations, for when you have heard all 
: which 


| (88) 
(which I through the grace of God am to de- 
clare unto you.) you will then ſay, [ have more 
cauſe to be humbled for ever; therefore pride 
being ſuch an Enemy, I will earneſtly requeſt 
you, that when you hear me ſay any thing which 
doth ſavour of my own good, and not purely of 
God's Glory, that you would reprove me, and 
make me clear my meaning to you. 


41n, 1 have {till more cauſe to bleſs God for 


you, in that you do ſo much ſuſpect your own 

heart, which 1s deſperately wicked and deceit- 

ful. And now to our preſent purpoſe ; what rea- 

ſon have you to think, that your converſion 

was more effecually begun to be wrought up- 

— you, when you was about eighteen years of 
et 

oo Oh, I have great cauſe to think ſo ; 
for then the Lord was pleaſed to work ſuch a 
work in me, that had it been told me before, I 
could not in any wiſe have believed it. 

Min, And now, what do you thiak to be the 
firſt cauſe that moved you to ſet your face Sion- 
ward 2? 

Conv, About two Moneths before, I ſaw the 
linfulneſs of fin, even then whenT was to every 
Sood word and work a Reprobate, and did deny 
no ſin, becauſe it was fin, although I might out 
of ſome ſelf-ends, as to deny theft, whoredom, 
Drunkenneſs, and ſuch like; not that thefe in 
tnemſeives were ſo deteſtable to me, but for 
fear of outward trouble I did not practiſe them z 
but being engaged in a great fin, which was ga- 
ming, which ſome may ſcruple, whether it may 
beaſin or no; but to me Tam fure it was _ 
OCCall- 
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occaſion af many great ſins, as to cauſe me to 
ſwear and forſwear, and to lye, and cheat in 


SS 


great meaſare; and truly Tthink my heart at. 


that time was ſo deſperately wicked, that doubrt- 
leſs, had nor an Almighty Power pittied me, / 


ſhould even have pawned my ſoul, for the ob- 


raining of what Tthen deſired ; then in a paſlion 


| / made a preſumpruous vow, that / would leave 


off that fpore for one year; this was about 
November, or December, which for a little rime 
T kept: and now obſerve the great ſubtilry of 
the [Devil in this 'particuiar, for no ſooner was 
it the firſt day of January, bur preſently 1 was 
told that my vow was our of date, and that ic 
fignified nothing ; and they being my carnal 
friends that told me, / was willing to make my: 
conſcience ſubmit, to that I ſooon embraced my 
old ſport again, and did plainly lay 'my felf open 
tothe wrath of God for ſuch a-prear fin; yer 
I could;not ſo much charm my conſcience, bur it 
would often accuſe me for ir, but it was not 
many weeks after, but Tengaged as deeply in the 
ſame fin of gaming as before (and now hear and 


admire, for even now will appear ſuch love, as. 


never any was ever ſenſible of, but ſuch as have 
felt it) baving been at the loſing hand, the fea» 
ſon of the Night calling me away, Lleft off, bur 
much troubled ; and about five in the Morning F 
awakened, and then there was a pleaſant light- 
neſs upon my fpirit, as if it had been refreſhed 


| after preat trouble z what this meant, I could 


not tell, yet conld nor but rake ſpecial notice 


of it, that I who went. to Bed much diſſatisfied” 


be 


TRY 


and perplexed, ſhould, "_ [ awaked, ſeem to 


(-90) 
be ſo much-comforted, and my fleep for a little 
time departed from me, and certainly 1 had ſome 
deep thoughts, which now1 cannot remenfber ; 
but the reſult of them came to. this, I did then 
engage my ſelf by a freſh vow, that the next 
morning I would play fo, as to venture about 
two (hillings, and if T lo{} that, then not to play 
any more for ſuch a certain time 3 and to my belt 
rememdrance, (for as I would not adc\, ſo I 
would not diminiſh, and 'fo rob God of his glo» 
ry, and my poor ſoul of comfort) Tcid 2t that 
time liſt up my heart ro God (bur with what af- 
fetton I cannnox tel}, 7 hope not witnout great 
fhame) to crave his aid, thar / might be enabled 
to keep my great vow; and fo when the time 


came that 7 was to venttire my mony, which 7 | 


thought very long, with great' cheariulneſs ZI 
went to play, being very willing, and FTthink, 
deſirous to loſe; which was ſoon accompliſhed 


according to my hopes; which when it was end=| 


ed, [cannot fay what 7 thought, or how my 
heart worked , but as'/ think, that very Day my 
hearr was fomewhat troubled by what follows ; 
for {having loſt a great part of that in which 
my heart fo much delighted, and idolized as its 
God, and reſted in as its ultimate end, / could 


not find reſt in it as formerly; and fo being | 


much trouble, I went to peruſe fome toyes thar 
T had by me, and amongſt them; there was one 
Jewel, which the'Lord was pleaſed to pur into 
my hand, .(which' was a Book intituled, T he 
Crumbs of Comfort) the which, when 1 felt my 
heart ſomewhat inclined to peruſe, T was much 
perplexed within my ſelf, and: con!ld nor bur 
| vonder 
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| (91) x 
wonder what manner of ſalutation this ſhould 
bez and now IJ hope Ih:ve great cauſe ro ac- 


knowledge that the hand of God was in all this : 


But I will nor, on this account any ways turn a- 


tide, bur go on as my own heart and conſcience 


now witneſſeth to me, and | hope the Spirit of 
God likewiſe; ard fo very defirous I was to 
know the meaning of tnis dark providence, as 
then it appeared to me to bez thar more or leſs 
for two days together 7 often pertſed more of 
the Book , but my heart was little affeRed to any 
particular thing, and yet } was troubled more 
and more within me, and could find no reſt for 
my p2or ſoul; and in lef« than a Weeks time, I 
think about tie end of two or three Days, the 
more I read, 1 began to have more deep 


| thoughts, and heart-2mazing confiderations, 


which began to make me exceedingly troubled, 
and much cait down, avout the ſtate and condi» 
tion of my poor captive ſoulz which, asT toid 
you before, was almoſt ſunk into the þortom of 
the bottomleſs Sea of God's wrath, from which 
there is no redemption, with the weicht of its 
. And now what the chief 
aQings of my ſoul were, T cannot rell , bur ſure 


lam, that my troable did jncreafe yet more and 


more, and Thope jt was for my fins; for Ido 
well remember, that within very few Days, or 
r2:her Hours 33f;er 35 the ſence of my ſins came 
iato my mind, and ihe fpht of them was foclear, 
ard the number of them fo rumberieſs, and 
their aggravations fo” weighty, and the nature 
of them ſo deteſtable, that what Tthen felr, 7 
cannot now pollibly declare, O where was T ? 
G 2 CEL- 
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certainly had.I been ſurprized with the greateſt 
Enemies in the World, and my life in the great- 
e{t danger, Icould not have been more trou- 
bled ; and had T been afflited with all the tor- 
tures that Man could have deviſed, I ſhould not 
. have been more. tormented ; nay, I'thinkif my | 
deceitful: heart did not deceive- me, that had T 

been in Hell amongſt thoſe infernal fiends, and | 
had heard the yellings and howlings of thofe 

damned wretches, I think I could not have been 
much more affrighred , for then I did look upon 
my foul co be within a hairs breadth of Eternal 
miſery, and oh: the condition I ſaw my ſelf then 
in, -1s-unutterable ! had rhere not been an ever- 
laſting arm of power and mercy underneath, I 
ſhould undoubredly have followed the ſteps of 
Cain or 7udas; but O bleſſed and admired be 
Free Grace ! and why Me, Lord, why Me ? O 
Love, . Love, Love, even Love unſpeakable, yet 
Love unutterable z-and further, - in this mytrou- | 
ble the Lord: was ſo far pleaſed ro pitty ard | 
ſhew mercy to my poor ſoul, that my foal had | 
not very long laboured under this unfupporta- | 
able burthen of her great and mighty ſins, but I 

perceived a door of hope as it were unlatched 
and ſomewhat open; and that jf I would but-in 
gS00d earneſtturn ro God, that yer'iir was not 
£00 late, and that there was hope in I/rael con- 
cernirg this thing ; which conſideration did not 
alittle comfort my poor ſoul ; and then further, 
it pleaſed the Lord to open my heart to vifite 
one, who Ithought might do me much good, 
and / judged him fit to be acquainted -with my 
condition, in that I hoped he feared: the Lord 
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Cand by the way let me tell you, that-I did at that 


” x 
ns. 


time unſpezklably love all ſuch,; even more than 


my -own relations, with hamility ler it be ſpo- 
ken) and when I was with him, he joytully re- 
ceived me, and declared unto me many comfor- 
table things, which (through grace) did not a 
little raife my dejected fpirit, and he then lent 
me a Book, which the Lord at that time opened; 
my heart to ask for (which was Drex.of Eternit,) 
and truly. upon the peruſal of that Treatiſe, I 
think, nay / am ſure, the burden of my {ms 
ſeemed to be renewed, and 1 cannor expreſs that 
unſpeakable ſorrow which 7 then. had in my 
poor ſoul, by reafon of all its mighty fins; and 
truly 7 hope the mercy of God was not alittle: | 
cauſe of my trouble, to think that 7 ſhould have 
none to offend and kick againſt, -but thoſe bow- 
els, yea thoſe tender bowels of pitty and com- 
paſſion, which had ſo long yearned over my 
poor ſou],: and had: ſo Jong ſhielded off the 
{roke of Juſtice, which was ſo long hanging 
over my provoking head;. and then, ob then, 7 
did unſpeakably defire the pardon of my fins, 
and then did feel the burden of chem;ſo unſup« | 
portable; that T did earneſtly beg of the Lord, 
chat they might be laid upon-the Lord Jeſus, 
who was ableto bear them, and did endeavour 
by earneſt Prayers to obtain a ſmile from God 
in and through Fefus Chriſt ; for out of Chriit 
he was a terrible God, and a conſuming Fire, 
and fo 7 forth-with reſolved to fake up with all 
outward dutigs, as Prayer, Reading, Hearing, 
Conferring with good Chriſtians 3 and Tcannot 
but let you know, that the = Sermon Theard, 

3 in 
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in this condition, was out of x T7. 1.15, where 
it is faid, that Chriſt came into the World to ſave 
fianers, of whom T, not Paul only, but 1, even 
Tam chief, and ſo Iwent on through fear and 
tremblins, and not without ſome joy and hopes 
that the Lord who had begun a good work in 
me, would finiſh it in his good time ; which God 
grant for Chriſt his ſake.  _ 

Ain, And is this which you have ſpoken, from 
your own Experience, is it indeed. as Thope it 
18, then Tean no Jonger forbear, bur fay with 
good Facharias, Blefled be the Lord God of 
1ſracl, who hath viſited and redeemed his Peo- 
ple, and amongp(t them, thy poor ſoul : and now 
JT fay agzin, take heed of ſpiritual pride, think 
very lowly of thy ſelf, and give glory to God, 
And now. (Dear Heart) give me leave, for the 
97008 of thy Eternal welfare, to examine thee of 
ſome things which thou haſt touched -upon in 
the Jaſt Diſcourſe, that fo T may be 2flured, that 
that work which the Lord hath begun in thee, 
may prove as a Tree planted and rooted in thy 
renewed heart, by the Spirit of God, and nor 
of thine own ſetting : Ard for the accompli- 
ſhing of which w«etohty work, it will: be conve- 
nienr, to enquire what fruit it hath ſince born, 
for the Tree may be known by its fruit ; There. 
fore in brief, what haſt thou found in thy heart 
concerning tin ? 

Conv, Sin! Truly 1 am not able now to ex- 
preſs that unſpeakable bitterneſs I then found 
init; Oh how did T hate it, and purſue it with 
the greateſt zeal and deteſtation pollible ! O 
how did-my heart riſe at the very appearance of 
it 
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of it ! and truly, if it did not very greatly de- 
ecive me, Tihink T bated it morethan death ir 
ſe}f, and ſhould have choſen death, rather than - 
wilfully commited the lealt known fin; and if 
there had been no Hell, yer as I have often ſaid, 
fin ſhould have been my Hell, and holineſs my 
Heaven, + = _ | | | 

Min. Tam glad to hear what thou haſt ſaid, 
but what fins were they thon ſo bated'it? it may 
be they were great 3nd dreadful fins, as Blaſphe-; 
my and Murder, cc. But what didit thou think 


| ofheart-ſins, andevil motiors, which 7 ain fure 


would much beſet thee ? ; | | 
Conv, Ob, if 1 knew my own heart, theſe 
were the greatelt Enemies that T had to encoun- 


| fer; theſe were they that (like unto ſo many 


Goliahs)bid defiance to what Chriſt bad wrought. 


| in my poor ſoul, and did endeavour to retake 
| the Fort-Royal of my heart, which. the Lord 
| was about to make a Temple for his glorious 1- 
| magero dwell in; and Oh bleſſed be Free Grace ! 
| and let all that hear of this, {tand and admire, 
| and giveglory to God. 


Mn, The Lord praferve this blefſed enmi- 
ty {ti]] more and more in thy. heart - and now 
cel] me which way thou wenteſt about to engage 
againſt, and fo to overcome theſe great Go!z-: 
ahs, though commonly known by the name of 
peccadilloes ©. es lon þ | 
Conv. Oh now, now you come very neer me, 
and this even pierces between the bone and 
marrow; and the Lord, who is the ſearcher of. 
hearts, ard knoweth the thoughts and 2Rings. 
of every ſou}, give me underitanding in this 
| C5 2 poinr, 
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- point, that Tmay ſay nothing, but whiat T really 
found in my own ſou] ;; Oh then I did preſume 
' roo much upon my own ſtrength, and did not 
Jay then at the feer of Chriſt, whom then I ho- 
ped I rook for my ;Lord and King, and did not 
(as I fear) wholly depend upon his Kingly Pow- 
er, Which is to over-come ard ſubdue all choſe 


enemies which riſe up in the hearrs of his Chil. | 


dren, and make war azainſthim, and would not 


that he ſhould rule over them; for ſurelyhadT |} 


thus done, he wouid not haye fnffered them ſo 
often to affault me, and even ſometimes over» 
come me, as I ſhall (God willing) make clear 
to you by and by. | 

Ain. S1Hll T have great cauſe to admire the 
goodneſs of God to thy poor: foul, int that he 
hath been pleaſed now to open thy eyes. to ſee 
this thy great miſtake, Which doubtleſs had not 
the Lord in time revealed it to thee, it would 
have proved a ſore evi), and ir may be thou 
mighteſt-not have ſeen ic before it had been too 
late; and now tell me which way thou wenteſt 
abour to deſtroy thy fins, ſeeing thou waſt ig- 
norant in great meaſurein applying the death 
of Chriſt ro kill them ? | 

Conv, The chicfeſt inſtruments that I uſed 
in this work, was Prayer, and ſometimes Faſting, 
which' I found very powerful to batter down 
the ſtrong holds of Satan in my poor ſoul , for 


which doubtleſs I was not ro be blamed, if ſo be. 


that 7 had uſed them only as a means to have 
raiſed up my heart to Chriſt, & ſo as they were 
appointed of God to be the way and means 
whereby 7 might have recourſe to him, —_ A= 
one 
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Jont is able for ſo great a work; but woe ro my 
ignorant and proud heart, that would not to- 
tally ſubmit ro God, bur idolized Prayer, and 
Repentance, and Faſting, as jif theſe had been 
the Captains of the Souls Salvation, whereas 
they arc bur empty in themſelves, and mothing | 
worth, no more than as they lead me to Chriſt, 
who alone is the Captain and horn of my Sat- 
vation ? 

Ain, And now I think it will not be amiſs 
to let me hear how you carried your ſelf in the 
great duty of Prayer, and how ſoon you entred 
upon the duty ! 

Conv. The Lord was pleaſed within two or 


_ three Days after my firſt trouble, to incline my 


heart to ſeek him by Prayer, which I uſed con- 
ftanily twice a Day, beſides ſome private Eja= 
culations and fighs between whiles; and I will 
now tell you, that for a little time, abour x 
Moneth or two I was little fatisfied, no longer 
than I was engaged in ſuch work, as Reading, 
Hearing, deep Meditation, but eſpecially Pray- 
er; and theſe, oh theſe were the Phyfitians that 
I lookt upon ſo much, to work fo great a cure 
upon my foul, that none but Chrift that great 
Phyfitian could do; and rruly the beſt of the 
Phyſitians were fo full of ill humors themſelves, 
as pride, ſelf-confidence, &c. that without the 
Phyfick of Chriit*s blood ro purge and purifie 
them, they would have {tunk in the Noftrils 
of a holy and pure God, as | amaafraid they 

Often did, 
M1im, Now you have given in an account a- 
bout fin, I would gladly hear_what acconnt you 
| Can 
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| WS”: | 
can give about the wayes of holineſs and of | 
Srace, and how you began to make your pro- 
ogreſs inthis road ? | | 

Conv, I muſt be but very brief here, for 7 
have much to ſay about other things, bur 7 ſhall, 
as the Lord ſhall enable me, fatisfie you in this, 


as Ttold you beforez when the burden of my. 


ſin fi:{t came upon me, that then, and likewiſe 
in the fix years of my convictions, I was fully 
convinced of the necefiity of living a holy life, 
and of the beauty of Holineſs, and that with- 
out it there would be no falyation ; for with- 
out Holineſs none ſhall ſee the Lord : And upe« 
on this account, 7 alſo earneſtly beſought rhe 
Lord, by Prayer and Hearing, and reading good 
Books, which the Lord did mightily incline my 
heart to do, and fo every day, {did more and 
more deſire Holineſs, and did carneitly thirſt 
after the /mage of God to be renewed upon 
my heart; ſo chat in ſhort, 7 found no reit any 
way, bur what T got by living holily, and ab- 
ſtaining from fin, and as my weak Phyſitians, 7 
mean, my Prayer, Hearing, Reading, Medita- 
tion, Vows, Reſolutions, &c, { fay, as theſe. 
were able to apply comfort to mezſo 7 had it,and 
no longer, beins ignorant of the life of Faith in 
Chriſt, and traly they proved very bad comfor- 
ters; and as Trold you, they wanted .Chriſt's 
Blood to procure acceptation in the Eyes of a 
pure and holy God, which will regard them 
with favouty no otherwiſe than as they are pre. 
ſented to him ſprinkled with the Blood of his 

yon. 
M1, Methinks you ſeem to ſpeak much a+ 
is gainkt 


C3. 
painſt, theſe duties, and againſt holineſs, as if 
they were not altogether neceſſary to be imbra- 
ced ; do you not ! : 
Conv, Ohno(God forbid !) 7 hope 1 ſhall ne- 
ver ſo far ſpeak againſt them, as to negle& them 
in the leaſt; bur this 7 have ſaid, that Tmay nor 
look upon them any further, than as they lead 
me to Chriſt, for truly Thave found nothing in 
the World ſo much hindered me of comfort, 
(wilful fin only excepted) as in laying ſo great 
a {treſs upon duties , for certainly, had T laid my 
foundation ſure upon the Rock of Chriſt, and 
not all upon my own righteouſneſs, I ſhould 
never have been ſo much ſhaken ; and as 7 may 
ſay, almoſt overcurned- with the aſſaults of fn 
and Satan, but he would have upheld me with 
his everlaſting Arrmes, that 7 ſhould have been 
able long ago, to have triumphed in his merits, 
over all rhe aflaults that Satan and my own hearr 
made again{t-me. E— 
A1in, How long did you live upon the ſtock 


of your duties, betore the Lord was plcafcd to 


let you ſee your errour, and how was your cons 
dition all this while as you thought your felt? 

Conv, 1 lived ſo about three years or more, 
and in that time 7 bad ſome ſad ceclinings in- 
deed; every day almoſt Tiok my God, and the 
evidences of his love, ſo as / thought my elf 
happy no longer than when 7could perform du- 
ties with greet zeal, and with {trong afteRtions,' 

and then oftentimes Z could have been willin 
to have dyed (as / thought) my heart did fo re- 
joyce in them: but when my heart was ſome= 
what dead and flat, then 7 was at a great loſs, 
and 
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C 100) 
ind could find out no reſt for the fole of my 
foor, | -" 
Min. This which you have ſaid ſeems to me 
to be a lictle trange ; why, where was your faith 
all this while? you told me before, that you 
darit not look to God but through Chriſt, and 
you ſeemed then as _ went along to make 
Chriit your Hope and Saviour, and then how 
do you mean you did not reſt jn him? . 

. Conv, This is ſomewhat hard to anſwer, bur 
I hope you will pardon my weakneſs, and 1 will 
tell you as plain as I can, (and that only as my 
heart and Conſcience witnefſeth, and not to 
take the help of any Book to open it to me, 
char ſo | may with more humble confidence fay, 
that theſe things I have ſer down no otherwiſe 
bur as my own ſpirit by the affiſtance of God's 
Spirir diftated to me). and now I will tell you 
what I mean by what I have faid, IT hope look- 
ed upon Chriſt to be a compleat Saviour in eves | 
ry reſpe, and I ſaw my great need of his blood | 
ro procure my pardon for my fins, andT knew 
that it was only from his grace that I was in any | 
meaſure ſanAified ; and by this I hope I laid all 
my (ins upon him, and durit not in the leaſt think 
of anſwering for them my ſelf before God, and 
ſeemed to give him the glory in reſpet to any 


work of Holineſs in my heart; and ſo I did 


highly prize him, and greatly delight in him, 
and earneſtly deſired to love him, and-more 
and more to ſerve him ; and ſo F acted faith for 


| three years, but all this while I was not through- 


ly convinced of the inſufficiency of my own 
righteouſneſs,” ſo as to lay that ar Chriſts feet, 
neither 


(101) 
neither could I ſuppoſe it that one might be 
juſtified by anothers righteouſneſs ; bur I hoped, 
that becauſe I was not alotgether as bad as o- 
thers, (as I thought,) therefore I ſhould fare 
better than others, and ſo I mixed my awn me- 
rits with Chriſts, and never came fo far out of 


| my ſelf, as to caſt my righteouſneſs as well as my 


fin, at his feet : and now what abundant cauſe 
have Ito be humbled, and to lye very lovy be. 
fore God, and ſtill more and more to admire 
the infinite mercy and patience of God ? O that 
I, vvho after I vvas much enlightned, and had 
abundantly taſted and ſeen hovv good and graci- 
Ous the Lord vvas;1 fay, that after all his unſpeak- 
able mercies to me, hovv he brought me out of 
my Egyptian bondage of fin, and loofened me 
from magy ſtrong hoids of Satan, and brought 
me ſo near to his Fathers boſome, that I vvas 
vvont to be many times almoſt raviſhed,vvith the 
fore-thoughts of that joy I did hope for in 
Heaven. Oh that after he had paſſed me over 
the Red-Sea, and vyhen many of mine enemies 
vvere dead and beaten back; and that after he had 
tryed me a little in the Wilderneſs of this. 
World, then he vvould have brought me ſafe in- 
to:Canaars O that T (ſhould be ſo difingenious 
as tO ſet up a Calf (I mean my ovvn Righteouſ- 
neſs, Jand Worſhip that, and ſhould do vvhat 
FE did more to advantage ſelf, than Chriſt : OhT 
ſay again, vvhat a vvonder it 15 Chat ever he vvas - 
pleaſed to let me fee my folly; and Oh if he 
ſhould not bave: done ir, yet in-this particular, 
hovy inexcuſable had I been, vybich vvill appear 
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(102) 
A1im, Now let me know when, and in wha; 
manner, the Lord was pleaſed to, magnifie his 
grace-in convincing you of the inſufficiency of 
your own RighteouineS, and of the reſting in 
duties. 

Conv. 1 will likewiſe make this as plain to 
you, as the Lord ſhall enable me (fo that 7 may 
not be found guilty of a ſpiritual lye) and to 
the beſt of my remembrance, about four months 
after my powerful call, when as I thought, T was 
2Nuredly in a moit happy condition, having paſ= 
ied through abundance of tryals and tempra'i- 
ons, and 7 hegan to find them ſomewhat to flee 
beforz me, (of whict you ſhall hear anon more 
ar large) then, Oh theo, the Lord was pleaſed 
ro pur into my hand a little Book Entituled, The 
Chriſtians great Intereſt, by Mr, Guthery, winch 
when / peruſe!, [found 1 was mnch concerned 
in it. and was fomewhat trondled ; bur it ſo vio- 
lently accuſed me of my Dalyah-righteouſnefs, 
which 7 loving too well to fee, as Trhought abus 
fed; with a ſmall figh, or the like, Icemmanded 


3t'to depart, and not to Gare to come and con- 


rroul my J/dol-ſelf any more yet it made my 
way fo plain before me, that 7 could not with- 
Rand it ; a little while after, the Lord was plea- 
ſed to put into my hand another book, for which 

7 have abundant cauſe ro bleſs God, - (which was 


the Sincere Convert) and reading the latter part 


of thar, which treats concerning carnal Confi- 
dence, and reſtingin Duties, (all which did very 
much concern me) 1 was very much troubled, 
and began to queſtion my eſtate a little con- 
cerning duries ; but truly IT took fo little delight 
2] in 


(:103) 


in this, that 7 ſoon laid it by, and returned-it to 


the place from whence ir came; and likewiſe, 7 
had' other Books, as Mr. Baxter's Self dnyal, 
which 7 read part of wich much delight, as in 


reference to denying ſelf-pleaſures, and finful. 


recreations, and vain company, Cc. all theſe 
yielded comfort to me, becauſe 7 found, that 7 
did really deſire trodeny my ſelf all theſe, and 
made it a great ground of comfort ro me, that 
1 could ſo earneſtly defire their deſtructions ; 
bur when TI came to the. denyal of felf- righte- 
ouſneſs, this was a hard ſaying, and ſelf would 
not bear it, but away 7 went to thoſe Books, 
where I could find ont, as 1 rbought, a way to 
Heaven by my own working ; and thoſe that 
treated moſt ofa holy life, was the moſt ples- 
ſing ro me ; bur when I read concerning Chriſt 
or heard him raught ro me by his Miniſters , 
(for although 7 have omitted how my heart was 
in hearing, yet { would defire you to. include 
thar, and tro ſuppoſe that my heart was in thar, 
3s in Reading or Conferring with reſpect to 
the ſubjet) I ſay, when heard Qirift raughr 
by bis Miniſters, either ina Pulpit or a Book, 7 
much delighted inthat 7 heard or read ; but when 
Jultification alone by Faith in Chrilts Merits, 
and living by faith upon a naked Chrilt;{as per- 
adveriture F might* be put ro upon a lick-bed, 
by reaſon ofa vioient diſeaſe, or the like 3 that 
Icouid not have ſtrength of body, nor compo- 
fare of mind ro perform duties, as in a Feaver 
or a fit of the Stone or Gout, &#c.) T lay when 
theſe Noble and Heaven-born Myſteries were 
rreatins on, 7 was much to teek, , and could _ 
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but little comfort from them, and ſo I went on 
from duty to duty, and if at any time Ifound my 
heart dead, and could for that day or week, or 
month ic may be, find any comfort from them, 
then I lived in hopes, that although I found nor 
all well at preſent, yet it would not long: con- 


_ © Linue ſo with me, and ſo in ſome time I reco- 


vered life and comfort again; I fay 1continued 
thus for the ſpace of abovethree years. And 
now 1 will declare one thing which did more 
trouble me than ordinary, and that was in eAu- 
guſt laſt, 67. it happened that as I was viſiting 
a Patient ;, (and for this thing in- particular / 
have cauſe to bleſs God that he placed me in 
this my.calling). whom we ſuppoſed the Lord 
would take away 3 at that very time there came 
Dr. PB. to perform, as was thought, one of the 
laſt duties he had to do for her, and among(t 
his diſcourſe and advice, he bade her be ſure to 
| hay all her (ins upon Chriſt, which: T liked very 
well, but withall that ſhe ſhould lay all her own 
Righteouſneſs at his feer, and not at all : to 
truit to any good ſhe had in her felf, but whol- 
Iy to rely upon the merits of Chriſt ; which 
when I heard, my heart roſe much againſt what 
| he ſaid, and did much qppoſe his advice, and 
thoughr it not at all convenient to be ſpoken 


and ' doubtleſs had I been m her condition (L. 


mea? ſo near death, as it was thought ſhe was) 
and he had adviſed me to the fame thing, and 
bad cleared it to me, oh what a dreadful viſita- 
tion had that been, ſurely it would have put my 
foul into ſuch a dreadſu] Agony of confuſion, if 
not deſpair, that ſarely / ſhould haved dyed a (e- 
oy cond 
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' cond death before 7 knew the pangs of the firlt * 


But Oh, I ſay. again, who can hear of this and 
not be overcome with fſoul-raviſhing admi- 
rations of the love and goodneſs, and patience 
of God. towards ſuch a wretched nothing as Z 
was ; that ever he ſhould fo long forbear from 
deſtroying that Soul with Eternal damnation, 
that would not with the cords of love be drawn 
to accept of ſo clear Salvation ; but the Lord 
was pleaſed. ſtill to.keep._ this upon .my heart : 
And although I was ſomewhat -troubled, but as 
before, again I went. to my old Phyfitians, and 
rook a ſmall Pill of Prayer, compoſed of a little 
fear and humiliation ; but no ſooner it got into 
my heart, but there it was guilt with pride, and 
ſo again became pleaſant to me; and. then I 
thought all was well; and TI do defire .carneſtly 
that by this, God may be much glorified ; an4 
again, methinks I find my heart ſo mightily ;n- 
clined to go on in this work, whichat your re- 
queſt (you may remember) 7 was ſo unwilling - 
to undertake ; that I have great hopes there may 
be the hand of God init, and that it was he thar 
put it into your heart to requeſt it of me, and 
I pray God it may be his glory alone that may 
move me to it, and not any felt-pride ; truly 
you may ſay I have great cauſe to fear, and nct 
to truſt my own . heart any more, and the Lord 
preſerve this Jealouſie more and more in me : 
but to my preſent purpoſe, and this which I am 
about to ſay, might have proved a great difad- 
vantage to me, but I doubt not but the hand of 
God was in it, although I ſaw. it not at that pre - 
ſent ; but ſince I have, and'in _—_ it was thus ; 


( 106 ) 
a little while after my laft diſcourſe, as I think, 
my heart was drawn after the vanities of this 
World more than ordinary, and at the time I 
likened the eſtate of my ſoul, to the condition 
of a fair Virgin that had many. Suitors, but one 
ſhe would love and chooſe above the reſt ; but 
ſhe beins not yet Married they all make out for 
her love, which is no ſmall trouble to her ; and 
doth ſomewhat make her doubt which ſhe ſhall 
ave; but ſo ſoonas ſhe is Married to one of 
tacm, then ſhe dares not think of entertaining 
the others upon: that account; even ſo I looked 
upon my poor ſoul, and that if ſhe was but ſo- 
lemnly Married to Chriſt, (I mean in the Sacra- 
ment) then ſhe durſt not ſo much as think of | 
embracing either {in or the World, or the Devil; | 
but {till righteous-ſelf lay all this while ſecure : 
Upon theſe and ſuch like conſiderations, I went 
to a faithful Divine to ask advice of him con- 
cerning this great duty ; and when I was with 
him, he examined me why, and how T came to 
embrace Religion; and when I had given him 
the heads only of the firſt account concerning 
compunQtion, he asked me who I might thank 
for all this; but I-being ſomewhat ſlow of an- | 
{werins, he told me Chriſt, and him alone, and | 
gave me ſome ſhort, but ſweet advice, inviting 
rae to be a gueſt at his Maſters Table (which 
was the intention of my going, which was more 
than he then knew on) and ſo diſmifſed me : and 
Oh how did I then rejoyce that I was found wor- 
thy to be invited to ſo great a banquet ! and now, 
how did -I think my condition unqueſtionable, 
and nothing troudled me but want of afſurance 
| LO 
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to preſerve, and although the Dofor gave me 4 
great caution to lay all upon Chtitt, and not any 
thing upon ſelf, as 7 now conſider ; but yet my 
eyes were fo blind, and my heart ſo deceitfu! 
that 7 ſoon forgot it; and fo 7 prepared my 
heart as well as 7could,. and fo addrefled my ſelf 
to the Lords Table, and was, ſo far as 1 can 
underſtand, made more welcome, 7am ſure than 
1 deſerved; and then 7did feet the Lord with 
his cords of love, drawing hard at my poor ſoul, 
and ſo 7 exerciſed my love upon Chriſt, and 
(ſo far as [ know) enjoyed ſweet communion 
with him ; but this lafted no Jonger than my 
heart was enlarged in ſecrct duties ; but when 
they departed, then my ſoul mourned, and could 
not be ſatisfied with a naked Chriit, whileft my 
enlargements returned again to me ; and by this 
7 perceive /reited in duties, and not in Chrift - 
and now once more as ſhort as can, and then 7 
will conclude with this; but 7 cannot be ſo 
ſhort, but 7 muſt a little ſtand and admire at the 
unſpeakable long-ſuffering patience of God, and 
oh that you would help me in this matter! for 7 
profeſs / am much aſhamed, and detire to be 
more, of my own heart, that it th-ull be barren 
of praiſes to that God, that hath done ſure a 
much or more for my poor ſoul, as to any fiace 
the Creation of the VVorld; Oh that Chrift 
who could have raiſed a Child out of the very 
ſtones, that would have done far more for him 
than 7 have or can do ! Oh 7 fay, that he who 
could with one look have looked me into Heil, 
ſhould ſo long ſtand at the door of my heart, 
and knock tl his head was filled wita dew, and 
| Ht 2. ns 


(108) 
his Locks with the drops of the Night; Oh 
that he ſhould ftand weeping, knocking , beg- 
Sins, and waiting, and crying, Open to me ; Oh 
that his tcars ſhould begs, and his groans knock, 
and that his patience fhould tarry and wait and 
all ſhould ſo long cry, Oh open to me, open to 
me ! Oh that ſin and ſelf ſhould lodg in my heart, 
and Chriſt wait ſo long at the Door ; Oh that 
I ſhould carry damnation within, and let ſalva- 
tion wait without; and now I ſhould go about 
to offer praiſes to God for this; Oh I wiſh 
that I could, but truly I cannot as I would ; Oh 
\ T cannot, and I humbly defire to acknowledge 
the barrenneſs of my heart in this, and am {1- 
ſent; and now pray lend me your patience but 
a very little, and I fear your heart will be 
ſtreightned with praiſes to God as well as mine; 
for now the Lord was pleaſed to encline my 
heart to read part of two Books, one of the 
two was that which T above two years before 
rejected ; I will name them, (zz. the Sincere 
Convert and ſound Believer, both by one Au- 
thor, T.S.) and when IT was Reading concern- 
ing the Souls reſting in duties, and how hard a 
thing it was.to forfake all its own good, and 
wholly to throw it ſelf upon a naked Chriſt, and 
then concerning the nature of true humiliation, 
[ was much troubled, and my thoughts were 
much perplexed, infomuch that I thought to 0- 
pen my caſe to ſome Divine ; but to this trou- 
ble another was added, which was that at that 
time the Lord was pleaſed to let me ſce my own 
nakedneſs ſo much, and that which 7 took tov be 
a covering to it, made it ſeem to be much more 
naked 
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naked than IT could have imagincd it to be; that 
then I thought the more I prayed, the more 1 
finnel; and the more I Confeiled and Repent- 
ed, and Bewailed my own wretched Heart, e- 
ſpecially in the tine of Duty, the more I had 
cauſe to do ſo itill: and now I looked upon my 
ſelf in a molt ſad and deltitute condition ; for 
how could I choofe, when I ſaw my own g00d- 
neſs departing from me, which I lIdolized as the 
Rock of my Salvation, and ,when I ſaw ſuch a 
numberleſs number of ſins come afreſh into my 
mind, eſpecially in the time of duty, that it 
ſeemed to me, as if the Devil had conjured up 
all thofe fins that I thought was lons before 
ſlain, and he himſelf had been their Captain, 
and had unawares aſſaulted me, and had taken 
my duty which I made then the Captain of my 
Salvation priſoner, and I alone left. to encoun- 
ter with them without the leatt weapon to de- 
fend my poor ſoul; and Oh had theſe and the 
pangs of death met together, Oh what horrour 
and amazement would there have been ! but 
bleſſed be God it was before; now to fay, how 
long I was in this caſe, I cannot well tell ; but 
I ſaw my idol-God ſo accuſed and condemned, 
and my hatred to him was ſo great, that I hope 
I did defire never to ceaſe my earncit Prayers 
to the true God, that he would have this Uſur- 
per executed, and likewiſe I did, as I was able, 
earneitly beg of the Lord that he would give 
me ſtrength to reſiſt him, fo that he might ne- 
ver fit upon his Throne more ; and then I did 
ſee (through admiring Grace) the want of : 
Chriſt more tian ever, not only to cover my 
It 3 | lins, 


Gns, tut my righteouſneſs too ;, then, Oh then 
[ began to prize Chriit more than ever ! ohthen 
1 did defire to ſay from my heart, none but 
Chrift, none but Chriit; Oh all the whole 
World for Cm yea ten thouſand VVorls for 
a Chrift; and I did then defire to ſay with Ls 
vcr, that if I was able to keep the whote Mo- 
ral Law, 1 would not truſt to this for Juſtifica- 
tion, / wo ould vail and- ſtoop to Chriſt's merits, 
cnd now 7 did find it a more hard thing by far, 
to get out of my ſelf, and from truſting to du- 
ty, and wholly by faith to rely upon Chriſt's 
merits, than Om T ſound it to Jeave fin; and 
then me-thoughts 7 found it a very hard thing 


longs, and was not able to move a flep further 
than the Lord upheld and led me : and Oh that 
7 could mike the reſult of this great mercy plain 
unto you! truly (7 eſs God) "ark ſay a little, | 
(but under this very trouble, my ſoul ever fince 
—_ Sroancd within me, and 7 do dcfire that it 
nay | til groan more and more, and never leave 
ana. ti} its groans picrce the very Clouds, 
and ſound through Chriit ſoloud into the ears 
of the Almighty, that for Chriſt his ſake, he 


would have pitty CEmy upon me, and 
would not f. for that Tyrant-Self any IJonger in 


te leaft to bear ſway in. me ; and that he would 
DC oleaſed þ ſo to ſhew me my own unworthineſs, 
and the infufticiency of all inherent goodneſs 
70 ſtand me in the leaſt, ſtead in matter '$ 's of Ju- 
12t fo 7-1 Nigh I1 ize 'G i! T, and 
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clare to you how the Lord was pleaſed to deal 
with me ; ſoon after I ſaw this my condition in 
reſting in my own ſuppoſed goodneſs ; Sacra- 
ment-Day being again near at hand, the Lord 
was pleaſed to incline my heart to ingage in that 
ſolemn and moſt Sacred duty : now havins lo!t 
my ſuppoſed V Vedding-Garment , in which I 
ſuppoſed my ſelf to be very comely and much 
to be delighted in by Chriſt; and ſeeing my own 
nakedneſs and deformity ſo much, that I cou[1 
not imagine chow I ſhould poſſibly be accepted 
of by Chriſt, that ſo my trouble and burden 
was ſo great that I found it almoſt inſupporta- 
ble; and fearing leit God's irowns, and my a- - 
wakened Conſcience ſhou!d more and more 
ſeize upon me, eſpecially at that ſacred Ordi- 
nance, I fay in this point I was more tnan TI can 
think of, amazed,and could not tell what to do ; 
And now my dear Heavenly Father (who was 
always more ready to help than I to crave) dil 
tnen doubtleſs wait to be gracious to my poor 
5oul, and did abundantly magnifie, his grace to 
me ; for now he was pleaſed to ſtrike one Scrip- 


ture very deep into my .heart, which was as 


comfortable and as ſure an Anchor as my poor 
laden Soul could be held by; and it was this 
Oh Iſrael thot haſt deftroyed thy ſelf, but #7 me 
is thy. help, Hoſ?a.13. 9. which Soul-Cordial 
Scripture ſeemed to me, as if I had heard the 
Lord ſpeaking to me after this manner; Or 
t1ou afflited, tofſed with tempeſt and not con- 
ſorted, although. thou haſt ſo long grieved me, 
and provoked me to deftroy thee, yet now,c- 
ven now, if thou: wilt engeavour to know I ſay 
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even now in this thy day the things of thy peace, 
peradventure they may be found, but never 
took more for peace from any thing in thy ſelf, 
but wholly look up tohim, who-rtells thee, al- 
tough thou hatt aeſtroyed thy ſelf, yet in me 
(if in any) is thy help found, and then further 

tac ord was pleaſed to putit in'o my; heart to 
exainine my humiliation more itrictly, which 
when 7did, 7 ſuppoſe my heart never heretc- 
_ e to have been truly kumbled as it ought to 
have been; yet / hoped the Lord was about this 
Ins eat work Rh , by what 7have before related ; 
and my reaſan was, becauſe 7 never fo far as 7 
knew, cxpCrY undcritood the meaning 
of ſome $ riptures, as then' were opened more 
plainly to me, and they were ſech as theſe ; 
And truly this was it that inclined my heart to 
partake ph th of the Lords Supper;) The whole 
52ed not a Phylitian, but they that are fick ; and 
tl ar Cnr came not to call th? Righteous) but 
C18Ne[S tO REPO -BIANCe 3 and concerning the Pub- 
tican and Phariſee, and fuch like : Ard in ſhort, 
a:though 1 hag been fick of fin, yet never be: 
fore then of ſelf-righteouſneſs; now ſeeing 
my If ſick as mvch of the ene as of th2 other; 
therefore {hoped Chit would be my Phyſiti- 
an; and that in bim:my help. ſhould ſoon be 
LOuUna : _- trns 7 019 endeavour iv numble my 
icif, and'to fee my; own vileneſs and lickneſs 
0c ang more, and did in this mich bes of 
ze Lord, that he would flil humb'e me more 
701 RB1Ore, W pa a Clear ſence of n iy OWN defor- 
nity and nate dnef: 's, that fo Fmi ;cht, ſecing my 
-cat need of Chrit, mare and more hunger 
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and thirſt after him ; and ſo laying my ſoul pro- 


pb 

J ſtrated at Chriſts feet, and as /hope did really 

- ſce my great want of him, and fo would not 
depart any way from him, but reſolved that if : 
- I died, / would dy there: and thus 7 argued with 


| him, Whither ſhould 7 go but unto thee ; thou 
haſt the' words of Eternal Life, and although # 
be a Dog, yet thou haſt Crumbs, Oh let not my 
hungry ſoul famiſh for want of food ; O 7 dare 
not, Oh 7 will not depart ! Oh Lord, although 7 
; | havedeſtroyed my ſelf; yet Lord, haſt not thou 
| told me, that in thee is my help found ; O make 
| good thy word unto thy ſervant, in which thou 
| Haſtcauſed me to hope; and truly the Lord was 
| not very long in making good his word to my 
poor ſoul, for then 7 wonderfully felt him draw- 
ins me up with the Cords of love, pitty and 
compaſſion; and at the ends of which Cords 
(for me to take the better hold, or 7 rather 
think, that he might take the better hold of me) 
he was pleaſed to faſten ſuch Scripturcs as theſe ; 
7 will name but three, for each Cord one, and 
a threefold Cord is not eaſily broken: the one 
was the 55th of 1/z:ah, and the firſt Verſe, Hoe 
every one that ihirſterh, come ye to the Waters, and 
drinks and he that hath no money, yea, that was it 
' Twaited for, ( for 7bleſs God at that time 7 
; hops 7 had none) come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come 
| buy Wine and milk, (Oh Bread and Water was 
tov Food for me, and more than 7 deſerved } 
w:itrheut Afonty and without Price! Oh theſe was 
| ſweet to ſuch a poor Soul as mine was? And 
| then another was this, Xevel, 22, 197, And whoſe. 
L cover will, let him take of ts Watcr of Life freely: 
| | Hearker; 
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hearken Soul, Freely , Oh Chriſt will not be 
bought with. any .thing the creature can pive | 
.Oh no, all 45 grace, and then the other which 
vy ariced the moit poweriully upon my heart was 
Mattn, 11. 28. . Come unto me all ye that arc 
ea53.and r24vy laden, and I will give you reſt ; 
and thereſoro, 1 now ſceing my ſelf weary with 
MY 091 duties, and heavy laden with my own 
righteouſnoſs, as well as with my fins, which 
before [ cortd not fa clearly fay ; Oh ho! w ſweet, 
how ſweet , how incomparably ſweet was this 
word; Com and fo upon theſe accounts, the 
Lord was pleaf ed-to cnable me, to ſee how 
then; even then, he was pleaſed to call as it 
vere to my poor foul in particular. to come un- 
to him, and ſubmit to his Srace; and ſo with 
Sreat-: hungrins and thirſtings after Chriſt to 
COVEr Iy poor "foul from the eye of a Juſt and 
oy God, through ſome fear, and as / hope 
with great humiliation, ( alrhough not ſo great 
as 1 would have had it) with ſome hope that 
the Lord would meet me, and bleſs me: 7 ap- 
proached to the ſolemn banquet, where 7 did 
not only tate and fip a little, but obeyed as the 
Lord enabled me that creat command, when he 
ſaid, drink ye, drink abundantly, Oh my belo- 
ved; then, Oh then 7did earneſtly endeavour 
to make the eye of my Soul to fee him, and my | 
heart ſo embrace? htm, that from thenceforth 7 | 


- might fully ſatis my Soul with the enjoyment 


of him, and higraione, and not from any tning 
that ſelf or the Worid yreſented to me:; 2nd 
now me thought 7 vas much comforted, and did 
endeavour from that time to.this, to own no- 
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thing for a comiort. or cauſe of rejzoycing, but 
at it leads me to Chriit who alone is the An- 
thor, and 7 hope the finiſher of my Faith, and 
the Horn of my Salvation ; and with this Cau- 
tion, / will conclude this tedious. Diſcourſe, as 
7 fear it may be to you (although to me through 
Grace very pleaſant) not that hereby 7 mean to 
neglect any duty whatfocver 7 know to be my 
duty, or-think them indifferent whether they be 
performed or no; Oh no, 7 ſay again God for- 
bid ! but this 7 defire to do through grace but 
not ſelf, (and the Lord of his infinite grace in- 
able me, that I ray ſo far honour and reſpect 
them, as I find them a means to carry me to 
Chriſt,) for which cauſe I think they were ap- 
pointed, with reſpect to the glorifying of God, 


and ſuch like; and now, if I know my own 


heart, and for fear it ſhould deceive me, I will 
beg of the Lord, that when ever I hear, I may 
hear for Chriſt ; & when ever I pray,l may more 
and more makeciear my inteceit in Chri't ; and 
when-ever I perform any duty whaiſoever, T 
may more and more get into Chrilt, and more 
out of my ſelf: And now you have heard all 
that the Lord hath (out of his abundant grace ) 
enabled me. (from what I have fornd, as] hope 
in_great meaſure wrought in my. own heart) to 
declare unto you; and for fcar I ſhould jn this 
weighty matter be guilty ofalye, and ſo delude 
my own Soul, I will with great humility ac- 
knowledge, that every particular in this latter 
clauſe (I mean in the Lords dealings with mz 
fince I firſt received tne Sacrament) I cannot fo 
fully clecr as I would I could, but 1 hope I need 
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not to fear, but that I have felt all that] kave 
*-oken of working more or leſs upon my hcart ; 
pyut whether jult in order as I have declared 
them, 7 cannot punctually ſay, but do carncitly 
eg tnat the Lord Jeſus Chrit would be fo 
pleaſed, ag to ſprinkle what I have ſaid with his 
swn blood, and that whatever ins of failings 
There may be 1n it, tarough the pride or ignv- 
rance of my own heart; OhT do corneſtly again 
bes of God, that for Chriits ſake, he would 
!ook upon what I have done, fo as to pardon 
2! that is amiſs, and that he would in his duc 
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£11: Open my eyes to ſee my errours, and to a- 


mend them and now I do carneſtly beg your 
4d vice concernins theſe things, for, as [ faid be- 
fore, my heart doth mourn within me, by rea- 
ſon of that intereſt ſelf got in me, and I now 
find it ſo very hard to be overcome ; but I have 
already told you my earneſt deſires concerning 
this, and Qh that I could prevail with you this 
once to allow me an intcreit in your Prayers, 
and for what doubtleſs you will know better 
chan Ican tell you, but eſpecially for this, that 
he who is the ſearcher of hearts, and knows the 
ſtate 07 every Soul better than tt doth jt ſelf, 
would be pleaſed ( that if I be deceived for 
Chriits ſake) to unteceive me, and grant that 
if I have not true grace, I may not think T have, 
and ſo be in a Fools Pardiſe ; and that the Lord 
who is my heart-maker, would be my heart- 
ſearcher, and my heart-diſcoverer, and my heart- 
reformer; and that the Lord may fo do, I ſhall 
not ceaſe to be an carncſt ſuitor at the Throne 
of Grace,ſo lons as I am on this fide the Grave. 
But 
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but what, becauſe all js not fo clear as 7could 
wiſh they were, ſhall 7 be caft down, and my 
Soul difquieted within me, as if 7 was ſorry that 
God hath been ſo much at work in my Soul, or 
as if an infinite Fehovalt was not able to finiſh 
what he hath begun, and fo rob God of his 
glory, and my poor Soul of comfort ? Oh no, 
my Soul, theſe things ought not ſo to be, 7 ſear 
there is much of ſelf in this who 1s ſomewhat 
troubled to ſee the glory of its Temple ſo much 
defaced, and its treachery ſo much found out, 
and ſo much out of favour, as never more to be 
embraced, again; And is it fo, 1s God indeed 
become my God, and can I indeed fay with 
Thomas, My Lord, and my God, my Chriſt, and 
my Saviour | Ok T cannot forbear to ſay, Lord, 
who is a God like unto thee ! Oh God, there is 
no God beſides thee, and On what is Man, that 
God {ſhould be mindful of him! and what am 
[, ſurely the worſt of men, that God ſhould ſo 
regard me; Oh that I could now, cven now this 
once, from' the bottom of iy heart, bleſs and 
admire him ; but oh what 2 dead and barren 
heart have I, that cannot worthily praiſe him ; 
Oh my Soul bleſs the Lord, and ail that is with- 
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| tn me, bleſs his Holy Name; Þblefs the Lord oh 


my Soul, and forget not ail (nay not one}. 
of his bencfits; Oh if I had the tongue of an An- 
gel, and all the Angels in Heaven to affilt me 
in this great work, yct I ſay, we could never 
ſufficiently utter my dear Fathers praiſes ; and 
now ſhall my faith triumph, and my heart be 
glad, and my glory rejoyce, but not in ſelf, or 
m any thing of my own, but in Him, and Him 
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atone who is the God of my ſalvation; VYon- 
der oh Heaven, and be move41oh Earth at this 
great thing which the 'Lord hath wrought in my 
Soul; be aftoniſhed and even- ravithed with 
wonder, for the infinite breach is in a way to be 
made up, the offender to be appeaſed, and God 
and my poor Soul to be reconciled; and oh my 
ſoul, what if theſe be fo already, or what if one 
had told thee of theſe things ſome five Years a- 
Sone, Certainly they would then have been too 
great for thy belief ; but what, ſhall they now 
be ſo ſmall as not to be worth thy Praiſe (Oh 
diſingenious Soul ! ) Oh Lord pardon my un- 
thankfulneſs; Oh that all the Angels in Hea- 
ven ſhould rejoyce and bleſs God for whar he 
hath done for thee, even for thee, for my poor 
Soul;And whatcanſt not thou find in thy heart to 
endeavour to ſet forth his praiſes as much as 
thou art able, that ſoit may be known that at 
leaſt thou delſireſt to give all the glory to God, | 
and not to dare to take any to thy ſelf 2 Oh my 
Soul, what ſayelt thou ? V Vhat ſay 7? Oh 7 ſay 
again not unto me, not unto me ; but unto the 
great and glorious Fehovah be all the Slory gi- 
ven. And becauſe 7 hope thy deſires are Sreatcr 
than thy expreſſions, therefore fail not my Soul 
to ſhew forth thy love and praiſes, by giving up 
thy ſelf wholly to ſerve, and love, fear and ad- 
mire that God, who hath done ſuch Sreat and 
wonderful things for thy Soul that paſſeth thy 
underſtanding : My Beloved. is mine, and 7 am 
his ; Oh how art thou ſure of that? VVhat, is 
" the peace concluded ? -O happy Concluſion ! : 


Oh bleſſed Conjunction ! ſhall the Stars dwell 
; # | with 
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with the duſt,or the wide diſtant Poles be brought 
to mutual -embraces, - and co-habitation ? But 
Oh my Soul, here the diſtance is infinftely grea- 
ter ! And now Rejoyce O Angels, ſhout'© Sera- 


phims, and all the Friends of the Bridegroom - 


prepare an Epithalamium, be ready with the 
Marriage-Song; Loe here 1s a wonder of won- 
ders. For Febovab hath or 15 about to betroth 
himſelf for ever to his poor Captive, my poor 
Soul; And is he fo indeed as I hope he is, then 
he owns the Marriage before all the world, and 
is become one with me, and I with Him. And 
now, O my Lord and my God, cauſe thy face to 
ſhine on the ſoul of thy ſervant, and ſhew him 
more and more his vileneſs, that he may lie very 
low even in the Duſt, and: be humbled at thy 
feet, and let the work which thou haſt begun in 
the heart of thy poor ſervant be eſtabliſhed for 
ever, and do more for me than I can require, 
that thy Name may be Magnified for ever, and 
that all that hear of this, may ſay, The Lord of 
Hoſts is the God of 7ſrael, 


Amen, Halleliah, 
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